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DISCOURSE 
Concerning « 


The Inventions of Men 


The Worſhip of GOD: 


The INTRODUCTION. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour has taught 
us, That there are ſome Ways 
of Worſhiping God, which have 


*{ogreat a Mixture of Humane 1- 
wvention-in them, that they are Vain and Un- 
acceptable to Him, Mark vii. 7. In vain 
(faith He) do they Worſhip me, teaching for 


_Dottrines the Commandments of Men. Thi 


obligeth every Man who has a concern for 
His Soul, to examine carefully the Worſhip 
he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as God 
has inſtituted ; leſt his Service ſhould be re- 
* B jected 


Y 
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n 


37 


by « 


_ and Satisfaction to Tho 


RE The Intredution. 


jected with that Cenſure in the Prophet, : | 


Hho has required this at your hands? But more 
eſpecially it concerns the Paſtors of the 
Church, who have the Dire&tion of the 
Publick Warſhip of God, tae be careful in 
Examining this Matter, that they may be 
able to ſatisfie their own Conſciences,as well 
as the People;s committed to their Charge, 
concerning the ny of the Worſhip which 
they practife Themlelves, and reconumend 


to others, 


IL. It has pleaſed God, in his Providence, * 


to make Me an Overſeer over fame pat of 
his Flock in this Kingdom and I look upon 
it to be my Duty, to uſe my Endeavours to 
Inſtrut 'Thoſe that are committed to- my 
Charge, in the Worſhip of God, according 
to the Ruleshe has preſcribed ; and to'Warn 
ſach as I conceive to fwerve from them, 
of their Miſtakes. I hope it will be of Uſe 

G chat joyn with Me 
in the Publick Worſhip of God, to find, on 


Examination, That what they there practiſe, 
is agreeable to God's Inſtitution. And as to 


thoſe that think otherwiſe, I perſwade my 
{alf, that an Admonition in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs can give them no juſt Offence, 
but rather be of Uſe to them alto,by obliging 


them to Examine and Reviſe their Ways, * 


that they may correct their h—” 


Ly 


The Introduftion. 


4 if, from what I offer, they ſhall ſee Reaſon 


for it. 

IIT. In order to help thoſe concerned to 
make a true and impartial Judgment in theſe 
Macters, I defire them to coniider. | 
: ft, Thatit belongs only toGod, to give Rules 
. bow He will be Worſhipped. This, 1 ſuppoſe, 

will be grantedby all, ſince it ſeems to be a 
\ Truth naturally implanted in the Minds of 
: Men, and univerſally acknowledged in all 
; Times. 

| 2dhy, Ttakeit for a Truth agreed to by the 
generality of Proteſtants, That the Holy Scrip- 
Tures contain the Revelations of God's Will, con- 
cerning bis Worſhip. 

* 3dly, From theſe Two,wemay reaſonably 
Inferr, That it concerns us to keep as cloſe as 
we can to thoſe Directions which God has 
been pleas'd to afford us in, his Word, with- 
but Adding to, Ommirtting, or Alteringany 
thing that He has there laid down. For, 
Fince God has vouchſafed us a certain Di- 
Tection for his Worſhip in the Holy Scrip- 
_m_ it is to bz ſupoſed, that all Ways of 
Worſhip are diſpleaſing to Him, that are 
not expreſly contained or warranted by Ex- 
amples of Holy Men mentioned therein. 
7 ably, We muſt obſerve, That the Wor- 
ſhip of God is either Inward or Outward. 


c The Inward Worſhip of God, conſiits in the 
Y In a, 


B 2 


0 ron, 
oj 


4 -The Introduttion. 
| Inward Homage and Subjetion of oar 
Minds to him. The Outward, conſiſts of 
ſuch Acts and Duties as ſerve to expreſs this 
Inward Subjection of our Souls ; or that 
promote, encreaſe, or contribute towards it. 
- Thus, for Inſtance, Vocal Prayer is a Part 
of Outward Worſhip ; becauſe it expreſſes 
the Inward Dependance of our Souls on 
God. Thus, Reading the Word of God, 
is a Part of the ſame; becauſe therein we 
acknowledge our Subjedtion to Him, and 
to his Laws, anduſe it as a Means to Pro- 


mote and encreaſe this Subjection. Thus, - 


Celebration of the Sacraments, is a Part 
of the ſame Worſhip ; becauſe in them we 
not only expreſs our Dependance on God 
for his Grace, but likewiſe oblige and bind 
our ſelves to ferve Him. And the - ſame 
holds in all Outygard Ads of Worſhip. 
thly, We muſt remember, That tis in 
theſe Outward Acts that weare more imme- 


diately concerned as Publick Worſhippers; . 


for we cannot know the Inward Worſhip 
which Men pay to God in their Minds, but 
as it appears to us by theſe Outward Adts; 


And generally, when we ſpeak of the Pub- 


lick Worſhip of God, we mean this Out- 
ward ; and concerning it, are the great 
Diſputes and Differences among us; all of 
us being agreed as to the Inward, and of 
wHac lort that ought tobe, - IV.Ha- 


ſenters. 


The Introdudtion. 

IV. Having premiſed theſe few things, 
which, Ihope,will begranted by all; I ſhall 
proceed diretly to my propoſed under. 
taking; and ſhall, with the greateſt Fair- 
neſs and Impartiality I can, Examine and 
Compare the Worſhip of God, which is di- 
reted and warranted by Scripture, as well 
with that which is preſcrib'd and pradctisdby 
our Church, as with that which is practis'd 
by ſuch as differ fromgus. | 

V: Now, if we conſider the Ordinary Ser- 
vice of God, as preſcrib'd and pradtis'd in 
Scripture, we ſhall find the Main Subſtan- 
tial Parts of it to be theſe Five: Vis. 


Praiſes, ws 

Prayers, 

Fearing, 

Bodily Worſhip : And, p 


Celebration of the Holy Sacrament of the Bod 
and Blood of Chriſt. 4 0 
The Method ſhall take inDiſcourſing of 
cach of theſe, ſha!l be, 
Firſt, To ſhew gvhat the Holy Scriptures 


- direct concerning them particularly. 


Secondly, T ſhall conſider the Practice of 
our Church,with relation tothoſe Directions 
and Examples. And, 

Thirdly, The Practice of Proteſtant Til- 
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(6) 
CHAP L 
Of PRAISES. 


SECT. FT. 


What the Foly Scriptures preſcribe 
. COUCErnINg them. 


I.Irft then, as to the Praiſes of God. 

L The Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Teſtaments require the Uſe of the 
Pſalms; in offering up Praiſes to God. We 


| find in the Old Teſtament, 9 Chron. 29. 30. 


Hezekiah the King, and the Princes, commanded 
The Levites to ſing Praiſes to the Lord with the 
words of David, and of Aſaph ; and they ſang 
with gpl:dneſs. This Command of Hezekiah 
proceeded from God, and was approved by 
him. The ſame way of Praiſing God con- 
tinued in the Jewiſh Church till ourSaviour's 
time : And after that, we have yet a more 
poſitive Command for tneUie of them by 
the Apoſtle, Epbef. f. 39. Speaking to your 
ſelves in Fſalms, and FHynms, and Spiritual 
Sczps. And Cel, 7.16. Lat the words f Chriſt 
dwell in yaw richly, in oll wildom, tecching and 
admonifhirg one ancther in Pſalms, and Hymns, 
ens ſpirituel Sorgs ; ſinging, ond making mc- 
7 leay, 


 &Se&.r; Of Praiſes, &c; - 


Jody, with grace is your hearts, to the Lord; Tt 
think there is to room to doubt, but by te 
P[alms, 8c. ini theſe places, is meant the 
Book of Pſalms, which the Holy Ghoſt has 
left for this purpoſe to the Church. 

IT. Though the Scriptures recommend 
to us Singing of Pſalms, yet in fome Caſes 


| they allow us to Say them. T will not inſiſt 


on thoſe places of Scripture that ſeem to 
require us to do fo, ſuch as Pfal. 118. 2. Ler 


 Jfrael now ſay, that his mercy endureth for ever: 


let the Houſe of Aaron now Tay, and let then 
that fear the Lord now ſay, &c.) becauſe theſe 
Expreſſions being Poetical, may be fo inter- 
preted, as to mean Smging ; though there 
is no Neceffity of reſtraining the general 
Command of Saying or Speaking the Praifes 
of God to Singins only. We hind in Scrip= 
ture ſeveral facred Hymns ; particularly of 
Haimah, the Blefſed Virgin, Zacharias, and 
Simeon, and the Saints in Heaven, Rewvel. 7.12, 
& 171. 17. which are faid to have been Saif 
by them reſpectively ; and the Circum- 
fiances in the Story do not make it probable 
that they were ſung, From all which we may 
tcafonably inferr, That where Peop!e can 
fing, they are obligedto doit, in Obedience 
fo God's Command: But where,through any 
Letect of Nature or Art, they cannot <img 
Decently, they may be diſpenſed with Sa;- 

. '- Bg gs 


g Of Praifes, Chap. 1. 


| ing” Only People ought not by this Indul- 


gence to be encouraged to neglect Singing | 


altogether ; or to think that God doth nor 
require it of chem, when by a little Pains or 
Induſtry they may attain to the Art of de- 
cently performing it in hisService. 


ITE. *Tis certain, the Word of God re- 


commendeth to us Pſalms and Hymns in 
Proſe, for our Praiſing God. If we look 
into the Songs of the Bleſſed Virgin, of Za- 
charias, Or Simeon, we ſhall find them all in 
Proſe ; and ſuch are the Songs of the Bleſſed, 
which they are repreſented Singing, in the 
Revelations, particularly Chap. 5. 9. 8& 15. 3. 
As to the Hebrew Pſalms, *tis evident, that 
they are Poetical ; but the Poetry of them 
conſiſts rather in the Style and manner of 
Expreſſion, than in any certain Meaſures or 
Verſes ; which thoſe that have ſearched moſt 
nacrowly into them, have yet been able to 
diſcover, ſo as to fatisfie an indifferent 
Reader. But whatever Poetry there may 
be in them, we cannot find, by any of the 
ancient Tranſlations which were made uſe 


of by the Church, in our Saviours, or his* 
\ C 
\ 


Apoſtles time, or in the Ages immediarely 
following, that they or the firſt Chriſtians 


did ſing any thing in Yer{c; but we are ſure | 


that they ſung Hymns in Preſe : So that we 


have no certain Scriptural Warrant for the - 
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| SeA.r. How warranted by Scriptuee. -g 


Uſe of Verſe or Metrein the Praiſes of God. 
Perhaps ſome may fanſie that Verſe or 


Meaſure was not in uſe in thoſe Conntries, 


and that therefore they ſung their Songs in 
Proſe ; (but this is a Miſtake; Poetry and 
erſes were then in thoſe places where the 
Pſalms were tranſlated, in great requeſt ; and 
at the higheft perfection, when the New 
Teſtament was penned, and yet we have no 
Example therein af their Uſe in the Praiſes 
of God. 
Andit isvery manifeſt that this proceeded 
from Choice not Neceflity :. For if the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt had thought Verſe neceſſary for 
Divine Pſalms, we may preſume he would 


| have inſpired ſome of the Holy Men in 
; Scripture, when Extraordinary Gifts were 


ſo common, either to Tranſlate the Pſalms 


_ of the Old Teſtament into Verſe, orelſe to 


Compyote ſome of the other Hymns that are 
the New, after that way : But 
theſe having been done, tis at 
leaſt Aprgſumption that we may praiſe God 
as accaptably in Proſe as in Verſe. _ 
And there is one thing further to beconſi- 


- dered, That the Prophets of the Heathen, 
who pretended to be inſpired , generally 
; wrote their Prophecies and their Hymns to 


their Gods, in Verſe: We know not but this 


' may be one Realon why the Holy Ghoſt 


thought 


faying, Praiſe eur God, Upon which wver/. 
6) 


ro Of Praifes, Chap.l, 


thought fitthat ſuch as were inſpired by Hint 
ſhould decline that way of Recording their 
Propheſics or Praiſes. 

IV. Asthe Scriptures preſcribe us the Uſe 
of Pſalms in the Praiſes of God, fo they en- 
courage us to offer thoſe Praiſes by way of 
Reſponſes,or Anſwering : For this, we have the 
belt Examples that can be deſired, even the 
bleſſed Angels and glorified Saints : So Iſa. 
E. J.. And one cried unte another, Holy, Holy 
Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, And the Church 
triumphant through the whole Revelation: is 
(I think)conſtant!y repreſented praiſing God 
afrer this manner. So Chzp. 5. 9. where The 


Multitude, that repreſent the People cried out 


with a loud woice (verl. 10.) Salvation to our 
God, which ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb. And then, The Angels and Elders, 
who repreſent the Clergy, perform their 
Part, werf. 12, ſaying, Amen ; Bleſſing, and 
Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thanſgiving, and Ho- 
Tour, and Power, and Miebe, 7 

They arerepreſented the fame way anſwe- 
ring one another, Chap. 19.1. I heard a great 
woice of much People in Heaven, ſaying Allelu- 


1a, this they repeat (wver/. 3.) thenthe 7wer- 


74 four Elders (repreſenting, as before, the 
Clergy) anſwer (werſ. 4.) Amen, Allduja. 
Then ( werſ.5. ) a Vorce came out of the Throne 


e unto our God. © 


 ScR.r. How warranted by Scripture. 1x 


6.) the People reſumetheir part, and anfwer, 
Alleluja : for the Lord Onmipotemt Reigns. I 
make no queſtion but this is taken by Alluſi4 
on from the manner of the Church's Prai- 
ſing God on Earth; and there is nothing in 
it but what is agreeable to St. Paul's Come 
mand of Teaching and Admoniſhing. one ano= 
ther in Pſalms, and Hymns, and [piritaal Songs, 
which ſuppoſes every one to have. ſhare in 
them, either by turns, or by bearing a parr. 
It is obſervable, that the Pſalms contain 
many excellent Inftructions and Exhortati- 
ons, as well as Praiſes and Prayers, andthere- 
fore St. Par recommends them to Chriſti. 
ans for their mutual Inftruction and Admoni- 
tion. It was common therefore-for one ta 
ſing, and the reſt to hearken for theirInſtru« 
Qtion and Edification, as appears I Cor.14.31, 
For ye may all prophefie one by one, that all may 
learn and be comforted : Propheſying here (as 
we may find from the 26th. verſe of. this 
Chapter) includes P/alzas as well as Dottrines, 
Tongues, Revelations and Interpretations 5 and. 
the praiſing Gol one by one, or by turns, a- 
mounts to praiſing Him by way of Reſpon- 
fes or Anſwering ; and tho' theſe Prophets 
were infpired, yer it is plain they acted in 
this according to the ſettied Order of the 
Church, Ver/.33. As in all the Churches of the 
64nts; and theſe infpired Prophets thus = 
; ng 


ſing God one by one, is an unqueſtionable 
Precedent that God approves this way in 
his Praiſes. | 


This Way of praiſing God by Anſwering 


one another, is the moſt Ancient we find in 


Scripture. For thus Airiam praiſed God, 


Exod, 15.21. And Miriam an{wered them, 
Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath Triumphed 
gloriouſly, &c. And the laſt Song recorded in 
Scripture is of the ſame fort, Rev. 19. as is 
before-mentioned. 

I reckon the Songs with which the Wo- 
men of 1ſrael received. Saul, 1 Sam. 18. 7. to 
be Religious, and there it is expreſly faid 
That they' anſwered one another : And Chap, 
21, 11." Did they not ſing one to another ? &C. 
Bur whether theſe Songs were Religious or 
No, .1t 15 Certain that the Frame and Compo- 
fition of ſome Pſaims are ſuch, as plainly 
diſcover that they were deſigned to be ſung 
in parts; and as much is owned by the belt 
Commentators: Such are the 24, and 118, 
Pſalms. | 

It is to: be obſerved that the Law of Moſes 
neither preſcribes Pſalms in the praiſes of 
God, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing: 
Theſeail therefore are parts of Natural Reli- 
gion, and indeed ancienter than the Law, as 
appears by Exod. 15. What therefore we find 
in the Old Teſtament concerning _ is 
Emer 
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|; Of Praiſes, Chap. I 
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Set. 1: FHowWarranted by Scripture. 17 


either from the immediate Preſcriptions and 


| Revelations of Godby his Prophets, or from 


the Didtates of Nature, and notany part of 
the Ceremonial Law. . And 'tis obvious that 
Natural neceflity will teach any conſidering 
Man this way of alternate ſinging or an- 
ſwering in parts ; for if the Songs be long, 
as ſome of the Pſalms are, no one Man s 
Voice can hold out to the end. 

V. TheHoly Scriptures recommend yo us 
theuſe of Inſtruments in the praiſes of God; 
the Pſaimiſt frequently w and recom- 
mendsthem, and the whole Book of Plſa!ms 
5 conguded with this Advice, Pſal. 1 5 c.ver: 
3-Praife him with Timbrel, praiſe him with ſtring» 
ed Inflrumentsand Organs, &c. "Thus Religt- 
ous Perſons were taught to praiſe God before 
the Law. Ex. 15.20. And Miriam the Pro+ 
pheteſs the ſiſter of Aaron, took a Timbrel in ber 
hand, and all the Women went after with the 
7 imbrel, &c. And thus the Bleiſed in Hea- 
ven are repreſented praiſing God. Rev. 5. 8. 
and 14, 2. The Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment recommend to us the Pſalms which. 
were the Hymns of the jewiſh Church, and 


' command us to ſing them, and 'tis obſerva- 


ble that the word we render Sizg, Jam.5.13. 


originally implies /zzging with tn Inſtrument. 


Now it they had nor approved the Jewiſh 


' way of ſinging them, which was with In- 


{truments, 


T4 * © "Of Praifes, &c. Chap. I. 


ſtruments, they would not have uſed a word. . 


ehat importedit ; nay it 45 not to be doubted 
but they would have cautioned us againſt it; 
but the uſe of Inſtruments (as I have ſhewed 
before in the caſe of Miriam) being no par 


of the Ceremonial Law, but antecedent to 


it, ought not to ceaſe without ſome Com- 
mand or Precept condemning it. 

- VI. Laſtly, The Scripture requires that 
we underſtand the praiſes we ſing to God ; 
8nd this warrants our Tranſlating them into 
the Vulgar Tongue: It is a duty therefore 
incumbent on the Governors of the Church, 
+ you re the P/{alms to be tranſlated for the 

C 


of the People under their Charge, and 


they may exſpedt the affiſtance of God's Spi- 
rit when they attempt it, in Obedience to 
his Command. But if through Humane 
Frailty, any miſtake, not contrary to Faith, 
ſhould creep in, this ought to be no Excepti- 
on againſt the Ule of the tranſlation, ſince 
there are ſuch Miſtakes both in the Syriac, 
Greek and Latin Tranſlations, ſome of which 
are of great Antiquity, and were uſed by our 
Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 

* Thefe are the directions the Scriptures 
give us for the Performance of this firit part 
of the Worſhip of God, which conſiſts in 
praifes, andthe manner we find them offer'd 
& him by his Saints. 

SECT. 


( 15 ) 


WW 


| \ SECT. Il, 
| The manner of Praiſins God Publickly, 


which is preſcribed and pratt3ſed by our 
Church, | 


N Ow 3s to the manner of offering Praj- 
ſes inn our Church, it is to be canfide- 
red, 


1. That we are directed to praiſe, glori- 
fie, and confeſs to God every Day,in; a cer- 


t3in number of Pſalms of his own Appaint- 


ment, out .of the Old Teſtament; - and 


then in f{uch Hymns as are recarded in 


the New : And to theſe there are: added 


ſuch other Hymns , Canfefliqns of Faith: 


and Thankſgivings, as will appear by and by 
to be agreeable _ the general Dirortions of 
Scripture. | 
But inaſmuch as the Myſtery of the Holy * 
Trinity is more explicitly revealed to us un- 
der the Goſpel, than. it was to thoſe under 
the Law ; Therefore our Church has thought 
fit to require us with every Pſalm and Hyms 
to.intermix, Glory be to the Father, ro the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt; As it was in the. Begin- 
ning,is now, and ever ſhall be;:* Fo ſignifte,that- 
we believe;that the ſame God was worſhiped 
by them.as by us, the ſame God that is giori-? 


fed, 


Of Praiſes, 


ginning Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as well 


as.now.: So that our aſcribing this Glory ex- | 


pteſly to the Three Perſons in whoſe Name 
we are Baptized, ought not to be taxed as 
any real Addition to the Pſalms, it being on- 
ly uſed as a neceſſary Expedient to turn the 
Fewiſh: Pſalms into Chriſtian Hymms, and to fit 
chem for the Uſe of the Church now,as they 
were before for the Uſe of the Synagogue; 
which practiſe I preſume can give a of 
Exception to none-but Socinians. 

2, Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms to be 
either Sung or Said, as the People are able to 
offer them ; not being willing to lay a great- 
er reſtraint on them than the Scripture has 
done : In which (as I have already ſhewed) 
we have Examples for both theſe ways of 
praiſing God. 

3- They are propoſed to us in Proſe, 
without any other alteration from the Ori- 
ginal than what was neceſſary to make them 
intelligible in our Language. 

' 4. The People are allowed to bear their 
_ in them, and either to ſing or ſay them 

y way of Anſwering: This is according to 
the Scripture Examples, but it is not impo- 
ted, except in very few Caſes. 

5. Our Church permittch the Uſe of 


ſome grave Muſical Inftruments to regulate 
the 


Chap. 1. © 


fied in the Pſalms, having been from the be- 
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the Voices of thoſe that fing, and to ſtir u 

their Aﬀections, which are the Natural Ef- 
feats of Muſick, and ſeem more requiſite in 
Northern Countreys, where generally Peo- 
ple's Voices are more harſh and untuneable 
than in other places; but thisis nbt impoſed 


| In any Congregation, nor doth any Rule of 


our Church require it, and therefore it is at 
the People's Choice, whether they will uſe 
the help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 

6. This then is the care our Chureh has 
taken, for the publick performance of the 
praiſes of God, andif we bring grace in our 
hearts,and an inward ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
God, and of his Mercies towards us, when 
we come tojoyn in them, which is our part 
and duty to do,who can ſay that God's prai- 
ſes thus celebrated, are not according to his 
Commands , and acceptable to him ? TI 
think it ſufficiently plain,that they are agrees 


. able tothe Holy Scriptures, which ought-to be 


our Ruleforthis, and all other parts of God's 
Worſhip. 

I think no niore neceſſary therefore on 
this Head, but with all earneſtneſs, to be- 
ſeech you who are of our Communion, to 
conlider how great and important a part 


theſe praiſes are of the Worſhipof God, and 


to apply our ſelves with all diligence and 
holy zeal to the performance of it; for we 
C nevei 
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never come nearer the Imployment of the 


Bleſſed, than when our Hearts and Mouths 
are filled with the praiſes of our God. 


SECT. II. 


The Diffenters manner of Praifing 
God in Publick. 


Nd now as to you my Friends and Bre- 
thren, who diſſent from this Worſhip 
of ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to 
examine how you perform this great Workof 
Praiſing God ; and I deſire you to compare 
your own. . practice in your publick Aſfem- 
blies, with what you-find in your Bibles con- 
cerning this Duty. 
I. Your Directory determines it to be 2he 
duty of Chriſtians to praiſe God publickly, by ſing- 


ing of Pſalms together in the Congregation, and | 


that in ſinging Pſalms the woice is to be tuneable 
and gravely ordered, and laſtly, that 3t is con- 


wenient that the Miniſter, or ſome other fit Perſon , 


appointed by him and the other ruling Officers, do 
read the Pſalm, line- by line, before the ſinging 
thereof 5 and your common practice isto 1ing 
two or three Verſes of a Pfalm in Meetre, 
che Miniſter, or Clerk, firſt reading each 
line, and the People ſinging it after. 


IL. Before I proceed to make any Obſer- 


vations on theſe Rules and Practice, to 


prevent } 


MF, 


' 
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prevent Miſtakes, I deſire you to obſerve, 
1. ThatT do not condemn the ſinging of 
Pſalms in Meetre as unlawful. 
2. ThatlT take it for granted, That the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did praiſe 
God in Proſe, and that Meetre and Rhyme 
are, for ought appears, purely of Humane 
Invention. | 

2. We muſt conſider that if we take the 
Pſalms (as Fe uſe them) in Proſe, there is 
not a more exalted Piece of Poetry in the 
World, nor any thing better fitted to raiſe 
in ſerious and well-difpoſed People, the moſt 
devout Aﬀections. Whereas, if we take 
them as they are commonly uked in Rhyme, 
the Force, the Vigour, the Loftineſs which 
are ſo Extraordinary in the Proſe Tranfſlati- 
on, are almoſt entirely loſt in the Verſe, 
and tho' ſeveral have attempted to Tran- 
ſlate them into Engliſh Verſe, yet I cannot 
find that any one has done Juſtice to the Ma- 
jeſty of the Expreſſions, and hardly to the 
Senſe of them. 

HI. Having premiſed theſe things, T in- 
treat You to conſider impartially with me, 
how far this your Practice agrees with the 
Scripture Rule. 

1. Then the Scriptures command us to 
praiſe God in Pſalms, and undoubtedly the 
firſt Chriſtians uſed whole Plalms at a time. 
C 2 SOMmMe= 
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Sometimes they joyned together in ſinging 
them, as our Saviour and his Diſciples did 
Matt. xxvi. 30. Sometimes one only ſung, 
and the reſt attended for their edification, 
as appears from 1 Cor. xiv. 26. But the 
aforeſaid Method of ſinging the Meetre 
Pſalms takes up ſo much time, that it is im- 
poſlible to praiſe God in whole Pſalms after 
that manner. But if we uſe the Pſalms in 
Proſe, according tothe Order of our Church, 
the Experience of Good Men doth teſtifie 
that we may eaſily paſs through them in a 
Month, with ſeriouſneſs and attention,whe- 
ther we ſing or read them. And to well- 
diſpoſed Minds no part of God's Service is 
more agreeable or edifying : whereas ſome 
Years would not ſerve to that purpoſe, if 


we ſhoulduſe the new-invented way of ſing- - ' 


ing a few Verſes. And1I queſtion whether 
all of them were ever yet ſung through in 
one Mecting-place, perhaps not in all the 
Meetings of the Kingdom, and yet it muſt 
be confeſſed that every one of them was left 
to the Church by the Holy Ghoſt for that 
uſe, and is profitable, when thus uſed, for 
Doctrine, Reproof, Correction, Inſtruction 
and Comfort. Which plainly proves, that 
the ſinging the Pſalms in Meetre, is not the 
Scripture Way of uſing them. . 
| 2, Let 
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2. Let me mind you, that in the time of 
the late Uſurpation, Dr. Mantor, a Man of 
conſiderable Reputation among the Diſſen- 
ters, | obſerves in his Comment on the Epi- 
ſtle of St. Fames, Chap. v. Verſ. 13. That fe- 
veral ſcrupled ſinging Pſalms at all ; others 
objected againſt ſinging them in Verſe; this 
he calleth - vain Cawil, yet propoſeth, if ts 
ſeruple continneth, that ſuch may fing the Read- 
ing Pſalms, as hath been uſed in Cathedrals, and 
vouches St. Auſtin and Athanaſius for it ; 
which is a plain Confeſſion from this conſide- 
rable Perſon, that this way of ſinging is leſs 
liable toException, than yours. . 
3. Iknow it is alledged, that we ought to, 
have the Pſalms in Verſe for linging, as well: 
as we ought to have them in Proſe tor Read- 


' Ing. But I have ſhewed already, that Chriſt 


and his Diſciples ſung their Hymns in Proſe; 
and I deſire you to conſider whether it be ne- 
ceſſary to vary from theſe Precedents. We 
have a Command to Tranſlate them ( which 
ſuppoſes into Proſe, becauſe the Original is 
ſo) but none to turn them into Meetre, 
which neceſſarily requires Paraphraſing, 


changing the Order of the Sentences, ſome- 


times addingand leaving out Words ; andon 


_ that account ſeems to give Humane Wit too 
great a Liberty of treating the Word of God 


as Men pleaſe; At leaſt, we muſt acknow- 
| CG 3 ledge 


2.2 7: if Praiſes, Chap. F. 


ledge that the Pſalms fo ordered, partake of 
HumaneFrailty, and are hardly equal to the 
teſt meer Humane Compoſures. When 
therefore we uſe ſuch Pſalms, we ought to 
uſe them as Humane Compoſures only, and 
not as God's Word : And thus they are uſe 

by our People in our Afſemblies, not as any 
ain ſubſtantial part of the Worſhip of God, 
but rather as a voluntary entertainment of 
Devotion, and a refreſhment to the People 


between the parts of the Service; much lets , 


are they allowed by usto juſtle outthe Pſalms 
and Hymns appointed by God. 

4. As to the manner of ſinging the Plalms 
in Meetre, atpreſent in uſe, both with you 
and us in fome Places, that is, the Miniſter 
or Clerk's reading a line, andthe People ſing- 
ing it after, 1s a great interruption to the 
Muſick, and to the underſtanding of the 
Plalm, by breaking the ſence of it, and in 
that reſpect very inconvenient, and is like- 
wiſe a late Invention of our own, never uſed 
by any Foreign Church, cither Popith or 
Reformed, for ought I can find, to this day; 
and has been taken up to ſupply the negii- 
gence and lazineſs of People, who will not 
now, as formerly,-be at pains to get Pſalms 
by heart, or fo much as procure Books, or 
lcarn toread them. | 
. 5. Notwithilanding your Directory re- 

quires 


{ 
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quires the voice in ſinging Pſalms to be tunce- 
bly and gravely ordered, yet you have not 
only refuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, { _ 
are a natural means to help the Voice, an 
make it tuneable, and are uſed by moſt of 
the Reformed Churches in Europe,) but have 
alſo determined it to be Unlawtul. 

I would entreat you to conſider, that 
though perhaps it may not be ſo proper to 
preſs the uſe of Inſtruments in the ſervice of 
God, in theſe Parts, whereſo many, for want 
of being uſed tothem, have entertained Pre- 
Judices againſt them, and ſome are uncapa- 
ble of being affeed by them, yet the ma- 
king them unlawful, is againſt Nature and 
Scripture, and 1s on that account a dange- 
rous Superſtition, and Encroachment on 
Chriſtian Liberty. 

6. The ſame Superſtition and Encroach- 


, ment it is, not only to forbear to praiſe God 
in ſinging or ſaying Pſalms and Hymns by 


way of Reſporſes or Anſwering, (of which I 
have given ſuch Noble Precedents out of 
Scripture) bur even to determine it to be 
Unlawful. 

Laſtly, I would entreat you to conſider, 
"That foraſmuch as appears, you have altoge- 


' ther laid aſide the Pſalms 1n Proſe, and the 


other Scripture Hymns; that are of God's 


#mmediate Appointment, and for the Uſe of 


C4 which 
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which we have the Example of our Saviow _ 


and his Saints, infomuch that they are no | 


where uſed by you in the Praiſes of God ; 
but in their ſtead you have ſubſtituted, as is 


before obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pſalm 


of Humane Compoſure, without Scripture Ex- 


. ample or Precedent, and ſing them in a way 


that has nothing of ancient Practice, much 
leſs Scripture, for -it, but is purely and im- 
mediately an Invention of Men. 

TV. The Caſe then between our Church 


and you, in this Point, I think impartially : 


, 


: 


ſtands thus: Our Church praiſes God every | 


Day with five ar fix Pſalms, beſides other 
Hymns, of His Own Appointment, and in 
His Own Words and Metiol, and yer is deſer- 
ted and condemned by you in this very Point, 
as Teaching for Dofrines the Commandments of 
Aen ; whereas you, who only praiſe Him 
in a piece of a Pſalm of a few Verſes, and 
in a Method of your own finding out, per{wade 


Your ſelves that you keep the Ordinances of 


God pure and unmixed from Eumane Inwen- 
7207. | | 

This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by you ; for as it is eafie to think what all 
unprejudiced Men will judge of it now, 10 


we may conclude, what God will judge of it 


at the laſt Day. If you in earneſt lay theſe 
things to heart, 2nd retie& on them, lf perſwade 
> | | "ey 
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my ſelf that they will at leaſt prevail with 
you to be modeſt in your Cenſures of us 
your Brethren ; and prevent your Judging, 


much leſs Condemning us,or our manner of 


Praifting God, as Unacceptableto Him. 


CHAP. I. \ 


Of PRAYER. 


SETCTE. LC 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


Concerning tt. 


IL} ET us now proceed to the Second 

Main Part of the Worſhip of God, in 
the Publick Meetings of Chriſtians ; which 
I obſerved was Prayer, or Supplication. 

And if we conſider what Rules,Dire&ions 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us, for the 
Performance of this Duty, we ſhall find, 

That they dire&# us to offer up our Prayers in a 
Set and Prepared Form of Words. That we 
may more clearly judge of this Matter, it 
will be fit to conſider the ſeveral Parts of 
Frayer diſtinly by themſelves ; ſuch as Con- 


feffion, Suppication, Interceſſion, &C, 


I, Con- 
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T, Confeſſion of our own Unworthineſfs, . 


and of God s Mercy, to aggravate it, is com- 
monly looked on as the tirſt Part of Prayer, 
and proper to introduce our Supplications, 
Now, in ſearching the Scriptures, we ſhall 
find expreſs Command to uſe a Set Form of 
Words in both theſe ſorts of Confeſſion. So 
Deut. 26. 3. Thou ſhalt go unto the Prieſt that 


ſhall be in thoſe days, and ſay unto him, T pro- 


feſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
come unto the country which the Lord ſware unto 
our fore-fathers to give us. And then the of- 
ferer was to make his Confeflion, wer. 5. 
And thou ſhalt ſpeak and ſay before the Lord thy 
God, A Syrian ready to periſh was my father, &c, 
Here we have a Form of Confe/]ion of the Per- 
ſon's Unworthineſs, and of God's Goodneſs and 
Aﬀercy ; together with a Profſſi. of Obedience, 
and Dependance on Him, preſcribed by God 
Himſelf in Set and Prepared Words. 

The fame appears from Solomon's pre- 


ſcribing a Form of Conf. ffion for the peni- 


tent 1/raclites, 1 Kings 8. 47, Which Words 
we find accordingly applied in P/al. 106. 6. 
and made part of a larger Form of Confe/- 
fon, to be uſed in their Captivity, (as Solo- 
mm deſigned them ;) which appears from 
the 4-th. Verſe of the ſame ?P/a/m, (taken 
from the Form preſcribed by David, 1 Chron. 


© 236, 25.) And Danid, in his Form of Con- 


fe ſſron 


; \ 
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feſſon in Captivity. chap. 9. 5. uſes the ſame 
Firm of Words. From whence it appears, - 
that they were not left arbitrarily to Choice 
or Diſcretion, though other Words might be 
joyned with them, whenthere was Occaſion 
to Enlarge or Vary the Form. 

Many of the Pſalms are Forms of Confeſ- 
ſim, and were uſed and, daily repeated by 
the Jewiſh Church. Pſal. 5 1. was the Form 
of Confeſſion David prepar d and us d, for his 
Murther and Adultery : And he not only 
uſed it himſelf, bur direQed it to the Maſter 
of his Choire, to be uſed in the Publick 
Service, as appears from the Title of ir, Pſal. 
78. is a general Corfeſſion for the whole Peo- 


ple, ſetting forth at large the Mercies of God 


tothem ; andtheir Ingratitude, Diſobedience 
and Rebellion : and thy not as a Pattern, 
but as a Set and Pref8ar'd Form, to be uſed 
intheir Publick Service. All which ſhew us, 
that Addrefles to God in ſuch Forms, are of 
Divine Inſtitution ; andare a Warrant tous, 
that heapproves that our Cofeſſion ſhould be 
made to him in that manner. 

2. The Second Part of Prayer is Supplica- 
tion for good "Things: And in this Cate we 
have likewiſe the Commandment of God for 
a Form of Words, Dent. 26. 12, 15. Then them 


ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy God, Look down 
from thy boly habitation, from heaven, and bleſs 


thy 
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thy/ people Iſrael, and the land which thou haſt _ 


yen us, as thou ſweareſt unto our fathers, 8c. © 


FHoſ.i..2. Take with you words, and turn | 


to the Lord your God, -and ſay unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, &c. Moſes irfthe Wilder- 
neſs uſed a Set Form of Words to this pur- 
poſe, and recommended it to be uſed by the 
Church of God for ever ; asis manifeſt from 
Pſal. go. which has this Title, 4 Prayer of 
Moſes, the Man of God. When ſuch a Perſon 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoft, uſed, and 
leftto be uſed by us in our Supplications, ſuch 
a Set and Prepared Form of Words, we 
ought not to doubt but that manner of Ad- 
dreſsis acceptable to God. 

2. The ThirdPart of Prayer, is Interceſſion 
in the behalf of others. Now, Bleſſing is an 
eminent ſort of Tete7ceſſion ; and for the Uſe 
ofa Set FormofWords inthis, we have like- 
wile the Command of God, Numb. 6.23. On 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the childyen of 1ſrael, ſay- 
ing unto them, the Lord bleſs thee, and - 
rhee, &c, Here we have not only a Blel- 
ſing, but an earneſt Interceſion with God for 
his People, and the Form and Iords. pre- 
ſcribed ' by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean, ignorant People, (whoareonly 
now ſuppoſed, by ſome, to necd the help of 
Forms,) but by Aaron, and his Sons, the Chief 
Prieſts, From which we may be __ 
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> That God approves that manner of Addreſs 
> in our Bleſſings and Interceſſions for one ano- 


ther, not only from mean People, but from 
the greateſ?, | 
4. The Fourth Part of Prayer conſiſteth 
in Petitions for averting Evil, commonly cal- 
led Deprecation. And for this purpoſe, we 
have ſeveral Forms preſcribed by God, 
Foel. T1. 14. Gather the elders, and all theinha- 
bitants of the land, into the houſe of the Lord your 
God, and ſay unto the Lord, Alas, for the day, 
the Day of the Lord is at hand, 8c. We have 
God's Commandment for another Form, 
Foel, 2. 17. Let the prieſts, the mmiſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and tþe Altar, and 
let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, &c, . From 
whence it clearly follows, that God approves 
the Uſe of a Form in this Part of Prayers 
though commonly the moſt earneſt and im- 


. portunate, and ſuch as feems leaft to admit 
* of being bounded by a Form ; ſo that we 
have the Approbation and Commandment 


of God for the Uſe of a Set Form of Words, 
in all the Parts of Prayer. 

I. And accordingiy we find holy Men 
of God, though tull of Wiſdom , and 
of his Spirit, uting the ſame Ser Form of 
Prayer always on the fame Occaſion. Thus 
the Scriptures inform us concerning eſes 
Numbers 
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Numbers to. 35. When the ark ſet forward, 


Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine ene- 
mes be ſcattered ; and let them that hate thee, | 


free before thee, And when it reſted, he ſaid, Re- 
turn, O Lord, unto the many thouſands of Iſrael, 
From whence it appears, that God approves 
the Uſe of one Set, Conſtant Form of Words 
in our Prayers, as longas the Occaſion of re- 
peating them is the ſame : For, I preſume, 
none will ſuſpe& it was for want of Words, 
or of the Spirit of Prayer, that Moſes confined 
himſelf to this Form. 

T ſhall add further, that the whole Book 
of Pſalms is a Colletion of Prayers of all 
forts ; and there are few of them but what 
are moſt Excellent Forms of Prayer, expreſſed 
in ſuch patherick, ſignificant: and moving 
Words, that we have great reaſon to thank 
God for furniſhing us with them, and which 
we can never hope to equal by any of our 
own Invention, ſuch are the 4, F, 6, 7, 9, 
Io, 12, &c. On this account they were 
uſed by the Jews, as the conſtant Service 
and Liturgy performed ir their Temple, as 
we may gather from what I formerly quo- 
ted, 2 Chron. 29. 30. 

ITE. But perhaps fome may think theſ: 
Commands and Examples of Set Forms of 
Prayer, not to be a {ufficient Warrant to 
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. Old Teſtament, before the Spirit was poured 
+; out in fo plentiful a meaſure, as under the 
Goſpel. I ſhall therefore proceed to exa- 
mine the Commands, and Examples of the 
New Teſtament. And here, 

r. I think it is certain,that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles. Prayed by a Form; for they join- 
ed in the Worſhip of the Temple and Syna- 
gogues, which conſiſted in Pſalms, as I have 

' already ſhewn, and in ſome certain Forms 
f of Prayers added to them, and conſtanly 
ufed in their daily Service, as we learn front 
. Choſe that give an Account of the Jewiſh 
1 Worſhip at that * time. Now | 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles * ven ro _ 
F being frequently preſent at _ ; 
their Service, both in the the Rabbins; bur 
5 » Temple and Synagogues, 'tis the Author thinks 


ik s : 
manifeſt they approved the is fir co confine 
. manner of Addreiling them- _— co Scrip- 


ſelves to Godin a Set Form of 
9 Words. | 


T6 2, But our Saviour has put this Matter out 
& of all diſpute with Impartial Men, by pre- 
® fcribinga Form to his Diſciples, when they 
10- defired himto teach them to pray as Fobn taught 
< bis Diſciples. For we find his way of Teach- 


; ing them, was not by directing them to 
", wait for the Impulſes of the Spirit, and im- 
mechats 1/piration from God, of what they 

' were 
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were to offer up to him: We do not find 
him ſaying, When ye Pray; ſpeak what ſhall 
then come into your Minds, or what ſhall be 
given you in that hour, without taking thought 
about hat they ſhould ſay ; as he did in ano- 
ther Caſe,that is, when they ſhould be brought 
before Gowvernours and Kings for his ſake, 
Mat. 10. 19. But in addrefling themſelves 
to God, hepreſcribed them a Form of Words, 
and Commanded them to ule it Luke 11. 2. 
And be ſaid unto them, When y& pray, ſay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &c. Here 1s an 


\ expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples, - 


to uſe theſe Words when they Pray, Our Fa- 
ther, &c. A Command for the-Ulſe of a 
Form, ſo plain, that it is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs it in clearer Terms. 

*Tis not to be doubted but Religious Per- 
ſons among the Jews offer'd up conſtantly 
Prayers to God. We ſee it in David, 
Pſal. 55. 17. and in Daniel, Chap. 6. 10. And 
no doubt the Diſciples of our Saviour were 
not wanting in this Duty, nor in Skill to 
perform ir, ſince we find that other devout 
Perſons of their time had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſee in A#s 3. 1. Therefore, 
, What they deſired of our Saviour, was not 
to teach them abſolutely, or in general, to 
Pray, but to teach themto Pray, as Fobn alſo 
raught his Diſciples ; that is,to give them a Form, 

0 


SeQt. x. Flow Warranted by Scripture. 33 


of Prayer proper to his Þſitution,agthey ſaw 
the Diſciples of Moſes and Fohn had proper to 
theirs. Upon which our Saviour gave them 
the Lord s-Prayer, as a Summary of the main 
Points of his Do#rine, and as a conſtant 
Badge of their being his Diſciples. As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, Whenever yoy offer up to God 
your uſual Prayers, which religious Cuſtom has 
zaught you, as Fews, and Diſciples of Moſes, 
or of John, whether in Secret or Publick ; add 
this always to your other Prayers, for a continual 
Remembrance to you, of choſe Duties, Privileges, 


: and Qualifications which belong to you, as My 


Diſciples ; and as a Means of obtaining Grace 


\from your —_— Father, to enable you to per- 


ſevere in them. "The Lord's-Prayer is there- 
fore a Badpe of Our Profeſſion, impoſed by 
Chriſt Himſelf, and to be uſed by Us, as 
we would be accounted His Diſciples. 

Neither will ſaying the Subſtance of it 
in other Fords of our own Invention, anſwer 
the Intent of this Command: Since, 

1.We are ſure the Subſtance of the Prayer 
is put by Chriſt int the moſt appoſite and 
comprehenſive H/ords that are poffible ;*and 
therefore wholly tolay them atide for others, 
is plainly to decline the Choice of Words 


.that Chriſt has made for us, and ſubſtitute 


leſs appoſite of our own, to expreſs thoſe 
etit1ons 1n. 


D 2. The, 
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2. The gqnore particularly any, thing is 
Commanded in the AIP of God, we 
ought to be the more careful to obſerve it; 
and may be the more confident, that God is 
pleaſed with our Performance of it. Since 
therefore we are particularly Commanded, 
when we Pray, to ſay, Our Father,&c. what 
ever other Prayers we offer to God, this 
ought not to be omitted. 

3. In general, we are Commanded to 
offer up our Deſires to God ; and in parti- 
cular, to offer: this Prayer. Theſe Com- 
mands agree very well together, and there- 
foretheone ought not to juſtle out the other. 
To lay afide the Prayer particularly Com- 
manded by Chriſt, for others of our own 
compoſing in purſuance of the general Com- 
mand, is too apparently to preferr our own 
' Invention to God's Command. 

4. When we take the liberty to word our 
own Prayers, we may forget ſome things ; 
we may mix our own Frailties and Weak- 
neſs in our Petitions ; and this too often ap- 
pears both in the Matter and Wording of 
chem. gThe Way therefore to Supply theſe 
Defedts, and'to obtain Pardon for our Infir- 
miries, 1s; to uſe our Lord's perfe&t Prayer, 
not only as a Pattern for Prayer, (as ſome 
ould have it,) but likewiſe as a Form necel- 
{ary to be uſcd;to correft what may be anus 
or defeRiye in our own Prayers, 

5- They 
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5. They who lay aſide the words of the 
Lord's Prayer, are in dangerto. lay aſide ſome 
of the Subſtance of it alſo ; particularly the 
Subſtance of that Petition, Forgive us our: 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive themthat treſpaſs again#F 
us: For many who lay aſide the Lord's Prayer, 
do. neither in Terms nor ſubſtance offer this 
Petition te God ; nay, areſo far from making . 
this the Condition of their Pardon, as Chritt . 
has taught us, that they publickly diſpute 
againſt the Form for this very reaſon ; Tho? . 
Chriſt, who foreſaw the Obje&#ion which our 
Corruptions would be apt to make, has An- 
ſwered it, and bound 1t upon us neo 
ſibly as ourDuty, toask forgiveneſs on theſe 
and no other Terms, Mat. 6. 15.. And 
indeed, if ſuch a Sentence had been pre- . 
{crib'd by our Lord, to be only repeated by 
Chriſtians once, or oftener, every Day, it 
would have ſeemed but what was neceſlary . 
to mind them of that peculiar and indiſpen- | 
ſible Duty of their Profe//jov. We ſee the. 
Wiſdom of the Ancients thought fit to re- 
duce their Dotrine or Inſtruttions into Proverbs, . 
or ſhort Sentences to Wot by heart, and kept 
continually in memory, as of great influ- 
ence for guiding Mens Lives and Actions ; 
and ſuch Sentences muſt be of much greater | 
influence, when repeated in the preſence of _ 
God, as theſe in our Lord's Prayer are requi-= 


. red to be. 
FI D 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, This Prayer being given us as a 
Badge of our Profeſſion, a Summary of our 
Duty as Chriſtians, and a Form of ſound Words, 
it is no more lawful to alter it, than to lay 
it aſide; and it would be the ſame preſump- 
tion and hazard to ſubſtitute other Words 
inſtead of Chriſt's, in this Prayer which we 
ate oblig'd always to uſg when we pray, as 
to change the Words of our Creed ; or as 
it would be in a Battel to change the Word 
given by a General, or any part of it, and 
to retain only the ſgnification of it. From 
all which *tis manifeſt that God has requi- 
red Forms of Prayer to be uſed by us, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament. 

As to the difference we find in the Lord's 
Prayer as delivered by St. Matthew and 
St. Luke, *tis to be obſerved that our Saviour 
ſpake in the Syriack, or vulgar Hebrew, and 
hn Evangeliſts writ their Goſpels in Greek : 
Now in the Szriack, one and the ſame word 
expreſſes both thoſe different words which 
the Evangeliſts uſe in the fame Petition, as 
Debts and Treſpaſſes, &c. So that it is no real 
but a ſeeming difference between them ; all 
the different Words beingThe ſame in the O- 


riginal Language in which our Saviour ſpake. 


IV. As we have the Command of God, and 
the Example of his Saints, for offering up our 
Prayers to Him, in a ſet and prepared Form 
of Words, fo we have the like Example for 
goyring 
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foyning Voices, upon occaſion, in offering theſe 
Words. Generally it is ſufficient that the Peo- 
ple join in their Hearts with the words of 
publick Prayers, yet the Scriptures warrant 
alſo, on ſome Occaſions, their joining their 
Voices. 

1, Thus we find the People of Iſracl ad- 
drefling themſelves to God, Fudges 21. 2. 
And the people came to the Houſe of God, and a- 
bode there till even, beforeGod ; and lift up their 
Voices and wept ſore, and ſaid,O Lord Godof Tſra- 
&, whyis this cometo paſs inTſrael, &Cc. 

2. In Hymns ms Pſalms (which are alſo 
Prayers in great part, as Inoted before) the 
People are generally allowed by all (as being 
fully warranted by Scripture) to join their 
Voices. So Moſes and the Children of Iſrael 
ſung unto the Lord, Exod. 15.1. 

In the New Teſtament we have an 


3. 
' EmPfent Example of this practice, 5 1V. 


24. where the Apoſtles and their Dilciples 
lift up their Voice to God with gne accord, and 
ſaid, Lord thou art God, &c. If this Prayer 
was immediately inſpired, as it ſeems it was, 
then the whole, afſembly was inſpired toge- 
ther, not only to think the fame Thing, but 
Iikewiſe to utter the ſame PMords ; and the 
Sptrit of God by it has atteſted the fitneſs 
and decency of a whole Congregation's pro- 
nouncing the ſame Prayer together. If it 
had not been convenient that this ſhould be 
9; D 3 fome- 


Lond 


'account joyned their Voices. 
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ſometimes practiſed in our Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies, God would not have given us this Ex- 
ample. If the People were always to join 
in their Hearts only with our publick Pray- 
ers, it would have been ſo here, for the Spi- 
rit of God wou'd not have led them to do an 


indecent thing, or a thing unfit for God's 


Tporſhip. 
"a & Paul and Silas joined alſo their Voices 
in their Prayers, as we may fee from 4&s 
XVi. 25, - And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and ſung Praiſes unto God, and the Pri- 
ſoners heard them: | know it may be alledged, 
That they ſung their Prayers which they of- 
fered up to God on this Occaſion, and on that 
1 confeſs the Ori- 
inal ſavours this Inference ; but if it be al- 
owed that the Apoſtles ſung their Prayers to- 
gether, it muſt be allowed that they might 
kewiſe ſay them together : For we find the 
Bleſſetl in Heaven offering not only their 
Praiſes together, but their Prayers alſo; fo 
Rev. vi. 1c. Tify cried with a loud woice, (ay- 


ing, How long, O Lord, Holy and True, doſt 


thou not Fudge and, Avenge cur Blood, &C. 
From all which it is maniteft, that we are 
warranted by the Examples of God's People, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, to 
Join our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in 


{ame of our publick Supplications to God; ' 


and that this practice is no New invention 
ol Men 


Ca Pp. Il. F 
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V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall 
find that it is the Prieſt's part to make pub- 
lick interceſſion for the people, but yet ſo, 
that - the people ought to bear a part by 
themſelves, and anſwer in the Service, which 
we commonly call Reſponſes. | 
7. They are commanded to do it, P/al. 
706. 48. where after the prayers and praiſes 
of which the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is 
added, Let all the People ſay, Amen, Praiſe the 
Lord; and accordingly we find 1 Chroyx. 16. 
36. that rhe People ſaid Amen, and praiſed the 
Lord, And this is more ſignally obſervable 
in that Solemn ſervice at the Dedication of 
Solomon's Temple, whgre we find firſt the 
Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chron. 
v.12. And ſaying, For he is good, for bis mer- 
cy endureth for ever,” the uſual Form of prai- 
ſing ſo often repeated in the Pſalms, parti- 
cularly in the 136. which was probably uſed 
at that time. Then Soon who built the 
Temple, performed another part of the Ser- 
vice, Chap. 6. 3. He bleſſed, Firſt the peo- 
E ; Secondly, He bleſſed and thanked God 
or his Mercy. And Laſtly, offer'd that 
Divine prayer of Dedication , which we 
find inthat Chapter: Then follow the burnt 
Offerings and Sacrifices, which were pecu- 
liarly the Prieſt's ſhare of the Service, Chap. 
7. And God gives his Approbation of their 


_ praiſes, prayers and Offerings, by ſending 
on D 4 | down 
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down Fire from Heaven to conſume their _ 
Sacrifices: And then laſt of all follows the 
People's part which they perform, Chap.7.:. 
They bowed themſelyes with their faces to the 

round upon the pavement, and worſhipped and 
praiſed the Lord, ſaying, he is good, for his Mer- - 
cy endureth for ever. This Service was Or- 
dered by the Spirit of God, and pyainly 
Jhews us, that He approved of the People's 
having a ſhare or part peculiar to themſelves 
in his Worſhip. OE 

2. If it be ſaid that this was the way of 

Worſhipping God under the Law, which is 
now Abolithed and Unlawful, as well as the 
| other - Levitical Ceremonies : 'The Apoſtle; 
| have anſwer'd this, by continuing this pra- 
WH ice in the Chriſtian Church, and by ad- 
it! mitting the People to beara part inthe pub- 
lick Service, and to anſwer to the Prayers, 
have affured us that this is no Legal Aboli- 
ſhed Ceremony. This is manifeſtfrom 1 Cor. = 
14.16. Elfe2vhcn thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, 
how ſhall bethat occupieth the room of the unlear- 
ned ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks? which * 
ſhews that eyen the unlearned had a part af. 
fgned them in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. It 
may be added to this, what I obſerved be- * 
fore, (Chap.1. Se&.1. N.4.) of the Reſponſes * 1 
in praiſing God, 'and of the Worſhip defcri- 
bedin the Revelations, where the Angels and t 
Elders repreſenting the Clergy, and the _ F: 
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titude repreſenting the People, bear each of 
them their diſtinct Parts; in alluſion to wha 
was done in the Chriſtian Aﬀemblies. And 
this-is a clear proof, that the: People bore a 
part, and anſwered to the Bleflings and 
Prayers of him that Officiated; "ever ſince 
the Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſtabliſhed. 


S$TCT IK 


The Rules and Praftice of Our Charch, 
concerning Prayer. 


Aving thus ſeenthe Directions and Ex- 
H amples which the Scriptures afford us 
for the publick performance of our Prayers 
to God, let us now conſider the Worſhip of 
our Church, and compare it with Then : 
both as to the Words and Matter of Our 
Prayers ; and to the comfort of us, who are 
of this Communion, it will clearly appear, 

7. That there is not one thing we ask of 


* God in them, which he has not particularly 


directed us to ask, or any thing for which 
we ought to pray, that is omitted. "This ad- 


vantage we haye towards the Proof of this 


Point, that our Prayers are fixed and ſtated, 
and may beexaminedby all that have a mind 
to be ſatisfy'd in them. An Advantage we 


gain by putting theminto afcr and prepared 


Form 


4% Of Prayer, Chap. Il, F7 
Form of Words, according tothe Command; 


.of God, and the Examples of 'Holy Men ; 
' whereas 'tis impoſſible for ſuch as uſe only 
.ex tempore prayer, thus to juſtify their Ser. 
"vice, becauſe their prayers are altogether un- 
certatn, and depend on the preſent thoughts 
of the Speaker. 

2. OurChurch requires the people to join 
their Voices with the Miniſter in ſome of the 
prayers,in which they are more particularly 
concerned, and which ſeem of the moſt ge. 
neral and greateſt moment. Such are the 
general Confeſlions of Sin, and the Lord' 
Prayer. | 

2. Our Church has affigned for the Peo- 
ple ſome ſhort Anſwers or Reſponſes to our 
prayers, whereby they may be ſtirred up to 
attentiony, and fſignitie their concurrence 
with the Miniſter. Thus to every prayet 
and Blefling they are obliged to anſwer Amen, 
as we find the people did in the Church of 


Corinth; and to-join Unanimouſly in ſome 


other ſhort Ejaculations to implore God' 


Mercy, or beſeech him to hear us. In all . 


which I have already ſhewed we have the 
warrant of Scripture; and it is plain to any 
one that will be at the pains to conſider our 
Service, that we have taken the Rules there- 
of from Scripture, and have not invented 
2 Service? out of our own Heads ; and then 
{as 15 too often the Cultom of Innovators) en- 
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devoured to-make the Scripture comply with 


would never have retain'd and prepar'd Forms 


' of Prayers, had they not found ſuch in Scrip= 


ture: they would never have required the 
People to join their voices in ſome Prayers, 


.. and anſwer to others, if the Examples of 


——_— had not lead them to it. They 
profeſſed, and their Deſign was to make the 
Word of God their Rule ; and we ſce how 
exactly they conformed to it in theſe parti- 
culars. T wiſh I could ſay as much for all 
other ways of Worſhip among Proteſtants. 


SECT. Il. 
The Pradtice of thoſe who differ from Tis. 


I. A ND hereT muſt intreat you of my 
 £ A Dioceſs, who Diſſent from Our 
Worſhip, ſeriouſly to conſider with me, what 


_ itis which you haveſubſtitutedin thepl=c2 of 


theſe —_ which you have intirely ia.d a- 
' ſo exprelly directed and warranted. 


by Scripture ; and examine whether your 
way have a ſolid Foundation in God s ord, 
] ſhall endeavour to reprflent itwith all faire 
nels and impartiality, ard leave you to judge 
a5 God ſhall dire& youy and as you will an 
{wer itat the laſt day, 


Ani 


{ 
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And here I find that ſome of your Writer.” c 
are of Opinion, That the your of Prayer in”: 
given to all the Children of God m fome meaſun,", T. 
for enabling their Hearts to conceive, and they © 
Tongues to expreſs convenient deſires toGod; and 
that therefore Forms of Prayer are of no ne 
ceflary uſe, either in Publick or Private; on 11 
the contrary, that they ſtint the Spirit, and: -;, 
hinder Men from ſtirring%p or uſing the gif, Ve 
that God has given them. hs 
2. Others of you go further, and affim. TT 
that all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chri. © 7 ; 
ſtians, and that therefore it is a ſin to join in' ,7 
a Worſhip where they are uſed, ortobe pre; 
fent arti. - - Dj 
3. That the Miniſter is the Mouth of the nj 
Congrepation, and that he only is to ſpeak; wi; 
publickly to God in the behalf of the Poeple,: Fo 
and that they are not to join their Voice,” ma 
but their Hearts only with him. too 
Upon theſe Principles you forſake our qv; 
Worthip, and many of you think it is a ſin the 
to be ſo. much as preſent at our Religious Aſ- it, 
fembiies : It is of great importance therefore the 
that you ſhould underſtand what the Scrip-- us 
eures determine in this matter ; for if our trac 
Worſhip (which you thus forſake) be plainh poco; 
enjoined by ſcripture. (as Irhink E have made. mar 
it ſufficiently appear ; ) and theie Principle roy 
of Tour Werfhip, and Your Prafice purſuant to. ynp! 
them, haye no Foundatics «in Scripture ; I. 
7 Cann. 
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nu! cannot ſee how 74 can anſwer your forſaking 
#1, Our Aſſemblies, to God and your own Con-. 
# > ences. Let us then conſider each of theſe 
7," Principles apart. "' 
5 IT. And firſt, for that Poſition of your 1+ þ ! 
nd * Direfory, That the Spirit of Prayer is given 'to rntg) 
ne all the Children of God in ſome meaſure, for ena- gr 4 &. 
ON. bling their Hearts to conceive, and their Tonguesl);.vu 
nd to expreſs convenient Deſires to God; I intreat 4.1. 
ifs you to conſider what Promiſe or Foundation it © rmge.q au, 
* has in Scripture. I profeſs to you ſeriouſly, = «'* 5, » 
im. That upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry I could make, 
t-*] never could find any fuch Promiſe made to 
LN" all the children of God, in the Old or New 
I Teſtaments, nether did I ever meet any 
 Difſenter that was able to ſhew any ſuch Pro- 
the” miſe to furniſh us with Words in Prayer, 
ea without the uſe of ſet and premeditated 
ple, Forms. If then there be ene ſuch, as we 
5, may be well affurcd there is not, was it not 
too much preſumption in the Compilers of 
our your Direttory, to obtrude this Dotrine on 
{1 the World, or per{wade People to depend on 
Af it, and neglect the help of Forms, which 
ore the Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to 
rip-- us ? Nay, asthere is no Promiſe for ſuch ex- 
our traordinary Afliftance ro all rhe Children of God 
inl} ro conceive Prayer, ſo neither is there any Com- 
a&. mand in Scripture, requiring us to worſhip or 
pls -przy to Godin a concay'd, extemporary, or 
t to. Unpremeditated Prayer ; or ſo much as an 
F, | : Example 
not; 
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Example in a ſetled ordinary Congregation: 
where it was practiſed. If then you can © 
ſhew none of theſe in the holy Scriptures, nei- © | 
ther Promiſe nor Command, *tis a plain caſe, - 
that this Do#rine is a meer Invention of Men, 
and the Worſhip built on it a YVarity, in the 
ſence of our Saviour, Mark. 7. 7. if my de- 
ſign were only toconfute an Adverſary, what Þ 
T have already ſaid were ſufficient ; but this 
Spirit of Prayer is a point of ſuch Conſe 
quence, that I hope it will be both grateful | 
and inſtructive to the Readers of all ſorts, 
co explain it to them, and ſet it in as clear 
a light asI can ; which I ſhall do under the ,. ”* 
following Heads. % 

THI. 7. Firſt therefore T doubt not but -it | - 
will be granted, That whoever prayerh to . 
God with Faith, Sincerity, Fervency, Low, on, 
Humility, Conformity to God's Will, Underſtaw © 
ding, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays Accep- an 
tably to Him, and is endowed with the Spi- . 
Tit of Prayer ; and whoever prays without 4, . 
theſe, does want it. p - 

2. I ſuppoſe no Man of himſelf can at pg, 
tain theſe Graces that are requiſite to make 
our Prayers Acceptable, and that therefore 
we muſt have the Aſſiſtance of God's Spuit —=( 
to beget them 11 us. en, | 

3. I ſuppoſe char it is poſſible for a Man 4 
to acquire, by natural means, and Ability to. © 
exprels himſelf decently in Prayer ; tho he * 

x : canndt 


. 


ND mo wy 


J 


J 


 Seft.3. How Praftiſed by Difſenters. 45 
2 cannot ſo acquire Faith,or any other inward” 
- Grace; ſo that Decency of Expreſſion is the 
” loweſt part of the gift of Prayer, and not 


always a part of it, 
4. I fay that one Praying by a Form may 
have all theſe Qualifications, and therefore: 
his Prayer may .be acceptable to God, and -: 
proceed from his Spirit. 
This may be proved to the Diſlenters, 
1. From the Aſſemblies Larger Catechiſm , 


- which acknowledges it: For when the Que- 


ftion is put, How is the Lord's Prayer to be 
uſed? The Anſwer is, The Lord's Prayer is 
not only for Direftion, as a Pattern according to - 
which we are to make other Prayers, but may be 
alſo uſed as a Prayer, ſo that it be done with ' 


* Underſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and other Gra= 
ces, neceſſary to the right Performance of the: 
Duty of Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms are 


(as. I obſerved before) Forms of Prayer, and 
the Diſſenters make no ſcruple to turn theſe 


Forms of Prayers into Meetre, and then ſing 
* Them Line by Line after the Miniſter. As 


_ for Example: The firſt Verſe of the fifth 


ms runs thus, in-the. Tranſlation -they - 
ule, 


Give earunto my wozds, © Lozd, 
. my medications weigh ; 
; Vear myloud cry, my Bing, my God ; 
- For I co thee will pay, 


This 
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This is as much a Form of Prayer, as any in 
the Litany, and by their uſing it as they do, 


they plainly ractiſe Praging by a Form: And F 
do further alſo allow, That Prayers, as well - 


as Praiſes, may be offeredto God with /inging, 
and that they may _ their Forms of Prayer 
after the Miniſter. With what Reaſon then 


can it be ſaid againſt us, That a Formof Prayer * 
ſungin Verſe, and afrerthe Miniſter's Read. 


ing it, is Commendable; but the fame faid 
or fungin proſe, is unlawful? 

5. Extemporary conceived Prayers, may 
want theſe ſpiricual qualifications of Prayer, 
as I believe will not be denyed by thoſe that 
contend moſt for them, and they often are 
manifeſtly deficient ; being ſometimes per- 
formed without Reverence or Decency of 
Expreffion, and by fome even without Un- 


derſtanding; and where theſe Qualificati- | 
ons are found, others may be wanting. The + 


Ms 
7 


Scriptures obſerve, That a fan may make + 


long Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos dto 
d:wour Widows Houſes, He may want Faith 
Humility, Fervency, and Affiance in God, and 


yet: be able to Pray without a Form: And 


therefore ſuch Prayers are not always Accep- 


table to God. 
6. Therefore when God promiſes the 


_ of Grace and of Supplications to his Peo- 
P 


e, Zach. 12. 10. this promiſe doth not ex- : 


tend tocnable all Men who are God's Chil- 
dren 
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dren, to. conceive with their Hearts, and exe 
preſs with their Mouths, convenient Deſires, 
without a Form: for as Tſhewed before,every 
one to whom God gives a Heart and Diſpo- 
ſition to pray, has the Spirit of Prayer, and he 
who from this Principle offers up his Deſires 
to God in a Form, prays f ponncks Fo : andhe 
that offers them without that principle, tho" 
hedoit in unpremeditated and extemporary 


Words, is rejected, and therefore the Spirit of 


Prayer is the Grace, the Heart, the Diſpoti- 
tion and Ability to pray, and whether it be 
with,or without a Form,ſuch a Man's Prayers 
are acceptable toGod ; and 'tis greatly ſuper- 
ſtitious to think or teach otherwiſe. If God 
ive us a Heart to pray, and by his Provi- 
dence hath provided us a Form to expreſsour 
Deſires in, or enables us to make one, 'tis 
ſufficient, and we ought to be thankful. 

7. In confirmation of this Account of the 
Spirit of Prayer, we may further obſerve, 

1. That no Worſhip is acceptable to God, 
that is not offer'd to Him in Spirit and Truth, 
Fohn iv. 24. and therefore the Scripture re- 
commends to us Prayers in and by theSpirit ; 
but that praying with the Spirit, doth not 
fignihe extemporary, unpremeditated Pray- 
ers, or exclude Forms, will appear from 
I Cor, xiv. 15. TI will pray with the Spirit, 
I will pray with the UnderStanding, I will ſg 
with the Spirit, I will ng with the Underſtand- 

ing 
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ding alſo. Here we find finging with the Spi- | 
Tit, as well as Praying with it ; and whoever *: 
ſings otherwiſe, doth not worſhip God as he 
ought ; but tho' we are obliged to ſing with 


the Spirit, yet we muſt and ought to ſing in 


the Congregation, with a ſet Form of Words, 
and therefore for the ſame Reaſon, tho' we ' 
pray with the Spirit, we may pray by a ſet and 


prepared Form of Words : The moſt ſpiritual 


Songs conſiſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, 


and fo may the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Pray- 
3ng therefore with the Spirit in this place, is 


fo far from meaning, or being an Argument - 


for the Uſe of extemporary unpremeditated 


Prayers, that it is rather an Argument againſt 


them: For either we are obliged by it to 
fing to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 
are not obliged to pray to Him in extempo- 


rary Prayers; ſince it is unreaſonable to in- | 
terpret ſinging with the Spirit, in one ſence, | 


and praying with the Spirit in a contrary. 

- 2: And to confirm this further, we find 
the moſt ſpiritual Perſons addrefling them- 
{elves to God in Forms; fo did Moſes, ſo did 
Dawid, as T obſerved before; and ſo did our 
Saviour” himdelf on the Croſs, when in his 
Agony he repeated the firſt Verſe of Pfal. xxii, 
in Syriack, and as ſome believe, the 2vhole 
Pſalm ; by which Ac, He recommendeth 


to us Forms of Prayer in his dying Breath, | 
as the meſt proper means of expretling our +. 
| condition þ* 
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condition to God, and gs moſt ſuitable to 
the Divine Majeſty ; and therefore Pray- 
ing --—in the Spirit, Ephel. vi. 18. Praying in 
the Holy Ghoſt, Jude 20. and with the Spirit, 
x Car. xiv. 15. fignifie praying with Grace in 
aur Hearts, by the Afliſtance and Motion of 
the Holy Spirit: And a Man may as well 
pray with Gracein his Heart, whenhe prays 
by a Farm, as ſing with Grace in his Heart 
when he ſings by @ Form. . | 
3. We have a Promiſe that God's Spirit 
will aſſiſt us with this Grace in aur Hearts, 
but we have no Promiſe that He will help us 
to Words without the uſe of Forms ; as will 
appear from Row: viii. 26. The Spirit alſq 
belpeth our Infirmities, for we know not what 
ave ſbould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it 
felf maketh Interceſſion for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered; thoſe Inward Motions 
in the Heart, called here Groanmgs, are that 
Grace in the Heart with whieh we ought 
to pray, and to which the Spirit of God 
doth, and indeed.only can help us, and tg 
pray with this Grace, 1s to pray in and with 
the Spirit, whether we uſe Words orno ; and 
if wedo uſe them, whether we reduce them 
into a Form firſt, or pour them forth as they 
preſent themſelves to our Mings ; but we 
have no Promiſe that the Holy Ghoſt will al- 
ways furniſh us with fit words on all occaſi- 
ons, and therefore ought not to preſume that 
He will. E 2 4: *Tis 
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4. *Tis certain that he did furniſh ſome 
with ſuch Words, for we find both Prayers 
and Hymns dictated immediately by him, of 
which we have Examples in the Hymns of 
the Bleſſed Virgin and Zacharias, and inthe 
' Song or Prayer of Simeon, and in Att iv. 24. 
But then it is manifeſt that this was an extra- 


ordinary Gift of Ged, and a part of Prophecy, | 
and we may not dependon the Holy Ghoſt for | 


this Gift, more than for any other Extraor- 
dinary Gift, till it be made appear that it was 


to continue always in the Church, andto be * 


communicated to All the Children of God 
Praying, and ſinging the Praiſes of God, are 
Duties incumbent on all Chriſtians ; but we 
are no more obliged to pray Extemporary 


Prayers, from any Example of inſpir'd Men 


in Scripture, than to ſing Extemporary Hymms 


fromthe like Examples; to which yet none, 


[ think, pretend. 


5. *Tis very obſervablethateven thoſe who . 


compoſed their Prayers and Hymns by imme- 
diate inſpiration, didnot generally offerthem 
to Godin the Congregation till they had firſt 
reduced them into a Fogry. "Thus David firſt 
penned his Pſalms, and then delivered them 
to be ſung, 1 Chroy. xvi. 7. and 'tis probable 
the Prophets, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. did the ſame, 
for they are ſuppoſed, every one to hawe a 


Pſalm, a Dottrine, a Tongue, a Revelation, &C. | 


that 1s, to have themready, and reduced into | 
Form |: 
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Form for the uſe of the Church when they 
came together. That this is the meaning of 
having a Pſalm, &c. in this place, will appeaw 


very probable, not only from the word; 


which naturally import this, and can hardly 
be otherwiſe interpreted, but likewiſe from 
the Apoſtles making a difference between 
what theſe Prophets had prepared, and what 
was revealed immediately atthetimeof their 
being together, werſ. 30.. If any thing be re- 
wealed to another that ſitteth by, let the firit hold 
his peace. Which ſhews that theſe Pſalms, 8c. 
were to give place to ſuch as were immedi- 
ately inipired: So far were theſe inſpired 
Men from countenancing an extemporary, 
unpremeditated way of ſerving God, except 
where there was an immediate Revelation for 
it, and fo utterly void of Scripture proof is 
this great principle of the Dzſſenter; Worſhip, 
that the Spirit of Prayer is given to every one of 
the Faithful to enable them to conceive with the 
Heart, and expreſs with their Tongues their ne- 
ceſſities to God without a Form of Prayer. 

8. Ic lies therefore, my Friends, on your 
Teachers who are of this purſuaſion, to pro- 
duce plain Scripture for your principles, or 
elſe to confeſs that you have laid afide Prayers 
by Forms commands by God, and praiſed | by 
Holy Men in Scriptures, to make room for 
this way of Praying of Men's own invention. 
But further, that place, Eccl.v. 1, 2, ſeems to 

E 3 | me 
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me to afford aftrong Argument againſt ſuch 


*.— Be net raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thy 


»eſs to truſt the exprefling all our defires to 
ſuch uncertain-and unpremeditated words, as 
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Prayers, When "thou gueſt to the Houſe of God, © 


þ- 


Heart be haſty to utter any thing before God: for | 
God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth: There. _ 
fore let thy words be few. It is hard to fay 
what it is to be raſh with our Months, or haſty ' 

70 ute any thing bifore God, if it be not raſh- | 


our invention ſuggeſts unto us, when we » 


come before him, which (asI haveſhewed) 


the Scriptures give us no promiſe of being | 


ſupplied to us by the Spirit on ordinary oc- 
caſions. T appeal to you whether it would 
not be looked on-as raſhneſs for an ordina 


Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or ſolemn Af- | 


fembly, concerning a Matter of great Mo- 


ment, in Words unpremeditated and unfor- | 


med, and we ſhall hardly find any fo raſh as 
to venture on it. King Solcmon here feems 
to have recommended the ſame Modeſty to 
Men in their Addreſſes to God. 

\ But in as much as God has not expreſly 
forbidden all extemporary Prayers, T would 
not be underftood by this to condemn allſuch 
as unlawful: There- may be forme Men 


(tho' not very many) able to expreſs them- | 


ſelves ſgnificantly and decently, extempore ; 


and there are- fome occations that require it | 


even in Publick; and 'on theſe occaſions, | 
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when a Man has not time allowed him to 
reduce his Deſires into Form before he offers 
them, he may depend on the afliſtance of 
God's Spirit, as we may in all other caſes of 
Neceſlity, or at leaſt hope for Pardon of 
courſe to our Infirmities: But to depend on 
that Spirit, and negle&t the Means God has 
given vs to provide our ſelves, looks ſo like 
tempting him, that we ought carefully to 
avoid it: And I find prudent modeſt Men 
are aware of this; and tho they be very fa- 
mous for extemporary Prayer, yet they 
pray really as much by a Form as if they had 
the Common-Prayer before them. The Se- 
cret is only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray= 
er of feveral ſorts, digeft them well in their 
Minds, and commit them to Memory ; fo 
that they can, on occaſion, crankols the 
Parts of them, change, add, or legve out, 
as they ſee Reaſon; and thus they are, in 
effet, provided with a Form, tho' the Peos 
ple cannot perceive it, and admire them for 
their readineſs and fluency. It is eaſie for 
any Man of -moderate Pts to manage the 
Matter thus, but the more ignorant and or- 
dinary Preachers that know not, or are not 
capable of the Method of it, fall into yery 
indecent and vain Repetitions, and are of- 
ten at a. loſs when they ſtrive to practiſe this. 
way of Addrefling to God. 


E 4 Ano- 


An 


- ſeemin 


56 { Of Prayer, Chap. Il. 


Prayerto God, and have grownup ina con- 
ſtant Diſcharge of this Duty, do by degrees 
fall into a Form even with themſelves; for 


how much ſoever their Prayers were Extem- | 
pore at firſt, yet having continual Occaſion of 


praying to God for theſame things, they find 
in time that there is but ofie beſt way of ex- 


prefling thy ſame thing ; which neceſſarily & 
leads to a Form. However, the various } 
Ways they made uſe of before they ſettled !. 
on one, ſerve them as fo many Forms when |: 
they come in publick : And by changing of | 


theſe, they ſeem to pray extempore. 
Io, Laſtly, let me obſerve that the uſe 
of Extenporary conceived Prayers, even in caſes 


of neceſiity, is - founded on a general Rule 


of Scripture only, which commands us to 
ask of God what we lack : Of which Rule 
our own prudence makes the Application in 
ſach extemporary occaſions, but when we 
ſet up this Humane Application of this ge- 
neral Rule in oppoſitian to that particular 
manner of asking, commanded hy God,and 
practiſed by Holy Men, which is by ſer, and 
premeditated Forms in the ordinary Worſhip 
of God, and turn God's way out of his Wor- 
ſhip to make room for one of our own; This 

| is 
* 


her Account may be given of thefe | 

Extemporary Prayers not much '|! 
different from the former, namely, That | 
good Men who make a Conſcience of ſecret | 
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is to diſplace a particular Command of God 
on pretence of guiding our ſelves by a gene- 
'ral one: In which we are not only more lia- 
ble to miſtakes, but we failof paying due re- 
ſpe to God s Directions. For general Com- 
mandsought only to take place in ſuch Caſes 
where God has not laid down...a particular 
Rule. | 

And thus I have examined the Firſt Prin- 
Ciple of Diſſenters ; That the Spirit of Prayer 
is given to all the Children of God, whereby 
they are enabled to Conceive with the Heart, and 
Expreſs with the Mouth convenient Deſires to 
God. 

IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Second ; 
That all Forms of Prayer are Unlawful to Chri- 
[tiams 5 and that if is a Sin to jo in aWor- 
ſhip where they are uſed, or ſo much as to be pre- 
{ent at it. It there be any of you for whom 
{ intend theſe Papers, of this Opinion, as 
I fear ſome of you are, and all of you do 
in your Practice comply with thoſe . that 
maintain it, ' and therefore cannot acquit 
your ſelves from countenancing it ; I defire 
you to obſerve, Thar if there wereno Harm 
in the Opinion, or if it were a meer Spe- 
culation, we jhould not be much concerned 
at their Miſtake. But by what I have 
thewed of the Scripture Authority of Forms, 
it is plain, That they who maintain this 
Principle, do not only teach for Dottrines the 
| Command. 


7 


Ghoſt, by whoſe Inſpiration the Word of God | 


&” 


15 penn d. 


I can foreſee only One thing that can be | 
alledgedin favour of thoſe who maintain this !' 
Opinion: And tis, That to Pray with, or | 
without a ' Form (excepting the Lord s-Prayer) © 
is in itſelf indifferent ; and that thereforethe 
aſſerting the Uſe 'of Forms, is not a Matter  * 
of ſuch weight,as to juſtifie our Contending | 


with our Brethren about it ; and that it ſeems 

Uncharitable in us to inſiſt on a thing which 

they -are fully perſwaded is Unlawful, and 

we our ſelves count indifferent. 

7, But in Anfwer' to this, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, Firſt, Thar an Opinion which ne-, 
ceflarily divides him who believes it from the 

Communion of all the Eſtabliſhed Churches 


in the World, cannot be of fo little moment | 
as the Objettion would make it, And _ N 


"2 


by 
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Commandments of Men ; but, in effec, f« F 
themſelves up above Chriſt, and counter. |: 
mand what he has required. They not on- | 
ly add to the Goſpel a new Command, by | 
teaching that to be Unlawful, which Chriſt | 
has no where Condemned ; but they teach ' 

that to be Unlawful, which he has poſitive. ;. 
ly Commanded. Whoever therefore do ©: 
Teach Forms of Prayer to be Unlawful, or 
Countenance thoſe that do Teach this Do- j 
&rine of Men, cannot acquit themſelve : 

from the Imputation of Reſifting the Holy 
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L this Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms 
"| of Prayer z ſince there neither is, rior has 
' beenany Eſtabliſhed Church 


ears, but has Se Durel and 
theſe 1500 Years, I 


maintainedtheir Lawfulnefs, ©: 

. . Diſc, 
anduſed them in the Service 
of God; and therefore who- - - 


” ever believes them tobe Unlawful, in what- 


ever Ape he had lived, he muſt have fepa- 


2 rated from all the Eſtabliſhed Churches of 


the World at that time: and furely an Opi- 
nion that negeffarily produces ſuch a Divi- 
ſion, maſt be of mighty Conſequence, 


- whether true or falſe, and ought to be care- 


fully examin'd ; and if falſe, to be zealouſly 
oppoſed. But, 
2. Tſuppoſe it will be granted, That Fat- 


E ing Swin's Fleth, or Dritking Wine, are 25 


indifferent as uſmg a Form of Prayer, and of 


| lefs Concern to the Souls of Men; ahd that 


therefore to Teach theſe to be Unlawful; 
wouldVe as innocent a Miſtake, as to Teach 
the Unlawfulnefs of Firms. For if we com-- 
pare theſe two doctrines tpgether, and the 
Miſchiefs that each of thetn' have, *or may 
hereafter produce; it is hardly conceivable; 
chat the forbidding the Uſe of fome parri- 


cular Meats, ſhould have fo many iti Effeas * | 


as the Forbidding Forms of Prayer has had al- 
ready. Yet it is obſervable how St. Paul 


latter 


Sd» 
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Latter times (ſaith he) ſome ſhall depart from th Þ 9 


faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and Df, ® 
Etrines of devils ——— Forbidding to marry, and | 
to abſtain from meats, which God hath create 
39 be received with thankſgiving, Youſee here þ- 
St. Paul counts it a Departure from the Faith, | 
anda Doctrine of Devils, to forbid, as Un- | 
lawfulin itſelf, any ſort of Meat which God + _ 
has created for the Uſe of Man: And if ith! 
ſo Criminal, to Teach any ſort of Meat to} | 
be Unclean, when God has not Forbidden | /* 
it; then ſure, to Teach a Form of Prayer to | 
be Unlawful, when God has*Commande|” « 
ir, muſt be a very ill Doctrine. And thi}. 
Conſideration alone ought to make thok F- 
who maintain it, or any ſuch Doctrine?” 
whereby they are obliged to condemn thei | 
Brethren as practiſing unlawful Things, to |: 
examine it carefully and impartially by the ** .. 
Word of God, leaſt they be ngaſad on by 
ſeducing Spirits. i | 
The great Deſign of the Devil, is, to bring * 
us into an entire Subjection to his Will. But 
when he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt 
is, to ſhare with God in our Obedience; 
and impoſe new Commands of his Own upon, 
us, as if they were God's, and fo to procure 
himſelf to be obeyd. This he doth moſt fuc- ' 
ceſsfully, by giving them an Appearance of 
Religion, and of more then ordinary ftrictneſs.  p,, 
Thus in St. PauP; timeunder colour of Mor- |: 


pification | 
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rification, he forbad Meats and Marriage, as 


| unlawful, which God had allowed ; ſpeaking 
| Lyes in Hypocriſie, and under ſhew of Religion, 


And thus, *tis'to be feared, he has prevailed 


' on ſome, under colour of greater Spirituality, 
” to abſtain from Forms of Prayer, as Unlawful, 


which God has enjoyned. 
And here it is very remarkable, "That 


- where-ever the Devil gains this Point with 
- Men, and brings them to believe a thing to 
* be forbidden by God, which he has not for- 
” bidden, he ſoon brings a ſuper-added Com- 
'* mand of his Own, in Competition with ſome 
' of God's, and prevail with them to preferr 
t his Commands to God's ; and ſo plungeth 
* them into dire& Diſobedience, which was his 
. Deſign at firſt, Thus when” he had pre- 


"> vailed with Men to abſtain from Marriage, 


Js | 
a : 


ion |} 
#4 Co 


5 
yo 


# they ſoon fell not only to Commit Fornica- 
* ric, but even, in ſome caſes, to Allow it, 
\ rather than Marriage, (as the Papiſts do.) 


: And by perſwading Men to abſtain from 


Forms of Prayer, as nlawful, he has deprived 
them, in many places, of all Opportunity of 
Publick Worſhip; and made them chuſe ra- 
ther not to ſerve God at all in Publick, than 
with a Form ; which is the Caſe of many 
Thouſands now in this Kingdom, who wor- 


* ſhip Godpublickly no where. Bur, 


Praying by Forms, isno ſuchindifferent thing, 


3. This DoRtine, of the Unlawfulneſs of 


that 
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 Fenſible m theſe and other Adts of Religion, 
than in Prayer. Lowe, Foy, Peace, Lony-|. 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Godneſs, Faith, Meche} 13 
Temperance, are the Fruits of the Spirit, Gal.v,| 
22, Anditis principally by theſe we ought! 
to conclude that we have that Spirit. Buttheþ' 
Opinion ofthe Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Pray # 
er, on aper{waſion that the Spirit of God enable 


U__ 
. 
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that we may ſafely indulge Men intheir own 
fenſe about it ; ſince itisvery aptto puff them F 
up, and make them take falſe meaſures in | 
Judging of their own Condition, and of the | 
Influence of God's Spirit upon them. 5 


We know that all good Men have the Spi- ; 
rit of God, and areguided and influencedby j 
it in the wholetenor of their Lives z we make | 


nodoubt but they are afliſted by Himin their 
Prayers, but no lefs in forgiving an Injury, 
or reſiſting a Temptation;and his influence on 
agood Man's Mindis rather greater and more 
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every Child of God to conceive with the Heart, 
and exreſs with the Mouth ſuitable deſires, ent: 
tles every one to Go#''s Spirit in ſome meaſure, 
that is able to expreſs himſelf in aptand fluent - 
Words, tho* withoutthe other Graces of the 
Spirit, and expoſes every one to deſpair, that 
is not ableto do this, as looking on himſelfto 
be deſticute of the Spirit, tho' otherwiſe 


meek, humble, and charitable, and endowe 
with ſuch Graces as are much more certalt| 
ſigns of his preſence, Nay, ſo far are many}: 
ts deluded} 
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* deluded by this Opinion, that they judge them- 
© ſelves or others, Children of God, and in his 
” Favour, according as they are more or leſs 
E endowed with this Gift, without reſpect to 
” other Qualifications. And I dare appeal to 
-F. your ſelves, Whether ſome very Immoral Perſons 
yi guilty of greſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have not 
© been eminent for this Gift of Prayer? And 
ri Whether ſuch Perſons are not apt to* flatter 
themſelves that they arethe Children of God, 
n} andendowed with his Spirit,notwithſtanding 
e all their Wickedneſs? And it isimpoſhble er- 
,; ther to convince theſe Perſons of their mil- 
. take, or to comfort poor ignorant People, de- 
' jected only for wantof this Gift, whilſt they ' 
r, are poſſeſled with this Opinion ofthe Unlaw- 
t> fulneſs of Forms. 

 Whichin the 4th. place opght not to be 
” countenanced or indulged as an indifferent 
-- thing, becauſe it has been a great hindrance 
; to ſecret Devotion: Every Chriſtian ought at 
- Jleaſttwice a Day to addreſs himſelf ro God in 
es fecret Prayer; but a great part of the World 
it. cannot do it without a Form ; Children and 
w ignorant Perſons are at a loſs for Words, and 
x Even other People, are often not able to find 
0 them readily, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
k or indiſpoled, as is ſometimes the condition of 
d | thebeſt Chriſtians; this makes ſecret Prayer, 
n\ at leaſt a conſtant regular courſe Fr, uneaſlie 
yk to moſt that are abſolutely againſt all _ 
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of Forms,and it occaſionstoo many to neglet F 
it, which otherwiſe would not: And as for | 
Children and Ignorant People amongſt thoſe of | 
this Perſwaſion, I am well aſſured many of ® 
them never bow their Knees in ſecret to | 
God; and ſeveral of thoſe that are grown up, þ 
are forced to ſpeak aloud, or cannot pray | 
at all, which is againſt the nature of ſecrs | 
Prayer; and expoſes not only the Perſons | 
that uſe it to the cenſure of Hypocriſie , but | 
the Duty to Contempt, *Tis on this account | 
that the Pious Cuſtom of Training up Young Þ 
People to a conſtant courſe of Devotion, in their |: 
Morning and Evening ſecret Prayers, is too. | 
univerſally laid aſide among you, as I have | 
found by experience,and for thetruth of the | 
Obſervation [ dare appeal to all of the Diſſer- | 
ters, Onthe contrary, I am well aſſured that þ 
there cannot be a more effectual or eaſie me- F 
thod to revive and continue this regular ! 
and conftant uſe of - ſecret Prayers, than to : 
obligeevery one to ſome certain Forms every : 
Morning and Evening, which they may not 
omit, whatever other Prayers &hey uſe: But 
this can never be done whilſt the Opinion of | 
the unlawfulneſs of Formsprevails; and there- 
fore all good People are obliged tooppoſe it, - 
as they wou'd retrieve the conſtant uſe of ; 
ſecret Prayers ; which ſhews that this is no |; 
indifferent matter, as the objection would ;* 
ſuggeſt, but of great weight, and fit to be |} 
contended for. I will F 
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I will not mention ſome other Reaſons that 
are of great moment, becauſe they would 
but exaſperate, and tend to make the Du 
of Prayer, when performed extempore, ridi- 
culous, which "ill Men might extend (as it 
to often happens) to expoſe Dewotion in ge- 
neral ; ſuch are the indecent Expreflions 
which ſometimes fall from Perſons that pray 
thus: I will only obſerve to you, that Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have too 
often given occaſion of Offence to ſerious Per- 
ſons even among your ſelves. Tis certain,that 
to print ſome of them, as they have been 
ſpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are 
printed, would not be fer the Honour of the 
Holy Spirit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor 
much recommend them to ſerious Men. 
But I eſteem it an ill thing for Men to ridi- 
cule one anothers Dewotion whatever it 15. 
V.There remains yet the Third Opinion of 
Diſſenters which they advance againſt us in 
this matter of Prayer, to be Examined, That 
the Miniſter is the Mouth of the Congregation, 
and that the People have nothing to do but to joyn 
with him in their Hearts ; An Opinion far from 
any Authority of Scripture, which expreſly 
requires us, Roms. If, 6. With one Mind, and 
one Mouth, to glorifie God : We produce this; 
and many other Places and Examples in 


> Scripture, for the People's joyning their 
| Voices, and bearing a uu in their Prai 


and 


66 Of Prayer, &cc. Chap.ll 
and Prayers; andwe are affured there is no 
Scriptureforbids it ; and therefore when you # | 
Condemn it, or teachit tobe Unlawful, we 
muft charge it upon Ta as an inftance of # 1 
Tour Teaching for Dottrines the Commandmem: 3 *. 
-of Men. Which is all I think needful to be # 
aid to this Head, after what I have ſhewed  , 
before in defence of our contrary pradtice ® (| 
from Scripture; and, I rhink, ſufficient to #* 7 
induce you ſeriouſly to conſider it. # 
And thus, I preſume, I have faithfully ex. |; y 

amined the Rules and Examples the Scrip- #* {# 
tures afford us for the performance of tha F 
. part. of our publick Worſhip that conſiſts in 
Prayers, and confpared the Service of ou 
Church, and the Diſſenters way of Praying, 
with them, and made it appear that our per-#: 
formance of this Duty, both as to the Matter # 
and Manner, is agreeable to the Command. 
ments of God, and to the Examples of He-77 
iy Men recorded in Soripture : And tha je E/ 
the Service the Diſſenters have ſubſtituted in; 

the room thereof, has in many particular-: 
laid aſide God's Commands, and deſerted-” 

the Examples of Scripture, and is in the: T7 
main part thereof and immediate Inwention | 
Alen. 2p Is 

AndI intreat you whoare of this Perſwa te 

fon, and adhere to theſe Principles of Wor as 
{ſhtp which I have now mentioned,and ſhew-@ «© 
ed to-be difagrecable to Scripture, to _ ” 
| by 
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SR. r. Of Hearing, &c. 697 
der ſeriouſly whether you are not thereby li- 
terally guilty ofthat Sin with which our Sa- 
wviour taxeth the Jews, Mark 7. 7. of Teachin 
for Ditrines the Commandments of Men; An 
alſo of that Superſtition condemned by St. 
Paw, Col. 2. 21, which ſaith, Touch not, taſte 
mot; handle not, (that is, which teaches to 
forbear thoſe things which God has made 
Lawful) after the Dottrines and Commandments 
of Men: And I beſeech God to enlighten 
your Minds to make a true Judgment in it, 
that you may deliver your Souls. 


CHAP. Il. 
Of HEARING. 


SECT. I. 


What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning It. 


I. CE great Deſign of our Chriſtian 

Afemblies is Hearing, and that which 
is to be heard is the Word of God. I ſhall pro- 
ceed in examining this, in the ſame manner 


7 as I have done in the former Chapters ; And 
& conſider, Firſt, What Directions the $crip- 
| tures afford us for the publick performance 


F 2 of 


every Sabbath-day. 


63 Of Hearing, Chap. It 
of this Duty. Secondly, Shall compare our 
own practice with them. And, "Thirdly, F 
That of the Diſſenters. . Hy 

Firſtthen, God has poſitively Commgnded Z 
us toread His Word in ourpublick Aſſemblies, Z 
So Deut.'31. 10. In the Feaſt of Tabernacle, © + 
when all Iſrael is come to appear before the Lord © 
thy Gol, in the place where the Lord ſhall chooſe, 7 
Thou ſhalt read this Law before all Iſrael in they |” p 
Hearing. Gather the people together, Men, We. | J 
menandChildren, and thy Strangerthat is within | la 
thy gates, that they may hear, and that they my 4 
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve ,, 
do all the Words of this Law. And 'tis obſer. F th 
ved, Fof. 8. 35. that there as not a word f © 
all that Moſes Commanded, which Foſhua read © ny 
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2ot before all the Congregation. 74 
* Neither was this confined to their Solemn # +, 
Aſſemblies at gm; It was likewiſe a} 2, 
conſtant part of their Sabbath Servicein ther * ie 


Synagogues. As we may learn from A thi 
13. 14. where it is obſerved, that Paal all + 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath * thy 
day, and fate down; and after the reading” wg 
the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Sy- Po 
nagogues ſent unto them, &C. and St. Paul taks G5 
notice, werſe 27. that the Prophets were read! 70; 
every Sabbath-day, meaning undoubtedly in; | 
their Aſſemblies. And St. Fames (As 15,8 rea 
21.).of Moſes his being read in the Synagigw® der 
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IT. This reading the Law was the great, 
and moſt effeftual means God provided for 
preſerving the knowledge of himſelf amongſt 
his People; and where it was omitted, the 
People immediately ſunk into Idelatry; and 
thebeſt Reformation began, and was carried 


 onby Reſtoaring this Ordinance. Thus 'ris 


obſerved of Foſiah, 2 Chron. 34. 29. that he 
gathered together all the Elders of Fudahb and 
Feruſalem — And all the Inhabitants of TFeru- 
falem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and .all 
the people great and ſmall, and be read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the Covenant 


| that was found in the Houſe of the Lord. The 


like 1s obſerved of Ezra, Neh. 8. 3. And he 


= read therein before the ſtreet that was before the 
z Phgg= rn. 11" Morning until Mid-day, before 
3 the Menand the Women, and allthat could under- 
= ſtand. "Tis remarkable that after the Capti- 
= vity, the Fews never fell into 1dolatry: and 
z the chief reaſon given by themſelves was the 
> firit Obſervation of this 'Ordinance of God, 
- theLaw being conſtantly read to them after- 


wards publickly in their Synagogues; ſq 
powerfully doth God bleſs his own Ordinan- 
ces to preſerve thoſe that uſethem from Er- 
ror and Sin. 

HI. From the practice of the Synagogue in 


& reading the Law and the Prophers, the like Or- 
& der was brought into the Chriſtian Church; 
4 and Reaging was made a 


part of the Office 
F 3 -- 
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70 Of Hearing, 
of the Chriſtian Elders, as it was before of the Þ ; 
Fewiſh. And hence it is that Timothy 15 Com- ® < 
manded by St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4.13. To giveat- & / 
\ 
t 


rendance to reading as well asto Exhortation and © 
Do#rine. And the inſpired Writings of the & 
Apoſtles were read in the Chriſtian Aſſem- © t 
blies, as well as the Law and Prophets among | Þ 
the Fews ; according to St. Paul's Command, ® n 
Col. 2.16. When this Epiſtle is read amongſt you, © 
cauſe that it alſo be read in the Church of the |; 
Laodiceans, and that ye likewiſe read the Epiſth ® 
om Laodicea, And it was but reaſon, lince 7 
the Goſpel contained the Chriſtian Law, F 
that it ſhould be read in the Chriſtian Aſſem- |: 
blies, as wellas the Law of Moſes was in the 
Synagogues. And that it was ſo read in the 
firſt Chriſtian Aſſemblies, I might ſhew by E 
many Inftances out of the Ancient Fathers, 
if there were occaſion. 7 
IV. This publick Reading the Law was of *; * 
fo great Reputation, that it is termed-Preach- ©: 
Ig it ; as we may fee from As 15.21. Fir | P) 
Alofes of old time hath in every City them that | 
ach him, being read in the Synagogues every © 
Sabbath-day. The word Preaching has a pecu- | 
ltar ſence in the New Teſtament, and ſignifies 
property to Declare or Proclaim the Word of : 
God, as a Herauld or Cryer proclaims the | : 
Laws or Orders of a King. Hence only & 
thoſe that Proclaim'd the Goſpel to ſuch as Þ he 
had not hcardichbefore, or read the 01d Tefts- F hs 


men. & 
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ent to the People, are ſaid to Preach. Prea- 
ching is diſtinguiſhed from Teaching and Ex- 
hortation; and 'tis obſervable, that in the. 
whole New Teſtament, tho' reading the Scrip- 
tures is called Preaching, yet interpreting, 
them, applying them, or exhorting the Peo- 
ple from them in a Chriſtian Auditory, is 
never called by that name. 

If it be objected that St. Paul is ſaid to 
preach to the Diſciples, As 20. 7. when he 
only in probability made a Sermon, or Ex- 
horcation to Believers, as is uſual now ; I an- 
{wer,that the Original of this Word (d1axizaro 
is never tranſlated preach in any other place of 
the New. Teſtament, and ſhould not have 
been here, but diſcows'd, diſputed, ſpake, or 
reaſon'd ; 10 it is tranſlated in A&s 17. 2, 17, 
18,19. 19. 8, 9. Heb. 12. 5,0. for the Ori- 
| ws ag ſignifie preach- 


© 


| $ it is manifeſt that there are only two ways 
 -: by which the Wordof God is properly preach- 
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ed; the firſt is, -when it is declared to thoſe 
that never heard of it before ; and the ſe- 
cond is, when the very .words of the Scrip- 
ture are read publickly to the People as a 
Cryer doth a Proclamation, which he doth . 
not word himſelf, but reads it in the words 

in which it is delivered to him. 
In ſhort, TheScriptures are Sermons out of 
the Mouth of God, being dictated by. his 
'F4 . tel 
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Holy Spirit ; for the Reading of which to 
the People for their Gonvition and Inſtruttion, 
there 15s a peculiar Command of God ; and 
where this Ordinance is duly obſerved, they 
they are ſure of the Word of Life ; and 'tis 
impoſlible they ſhould be ignorant of their 
Duty, for the Scriptures are ſufficient to make 
them wiſe to Salvation; and the hearing them 
with Humility and Attention, is a —_ 
ſufficient to beget Faith in the Hearts of 


thoſe that hear them ; for they are profitabk 
for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correfion, for | 
Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man if | 
God may be perfett,throughly furniſhed to all good & 


Works, as we lee 1 Tim. 111. 16,17, 


V. We find in Holy Scripture, that the Pub |þ 


lick Reading of the Word of God was with 
great Solemnity. *Tis obſerved Neherr, viit. 


rp When Ezra opened the Book, all the people ? 


ood up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, the great 
God ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their hands, aud they bowed their 
beads, and worſhipped the Lord with their faces 
zo the ground; and I find it generally agreed, 
that both the Readers and Hearers flood up 


whilſt the Law was read, tho' not when 


other things were read or taught; hence it 
is obſerved, Luke iv. 16. that our Saviour 


ſtood up '_ to read ; and Verſ. xx. after clo- 


ing the Book, that he ſar Jon, to teach: 
Hence, Rev, 5. God is repreknted in _ 
| | 103 
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fion to the High-Prieft, with a Bodk in his 
Right Hand, containing the Revelations of 
his Will; and the Lamb, as his Miniſter, 
takes it out of his Hand to declare the Con- 
rents of it; and Yerſ. viii. When he had ta- 
hen the Book,the four Beaſts and four and twenty 
Elders fell down before the Lamb. And 
they ſung a'new ſong: The Angels join with 
them, Verſ. 11. and the whole Creation, 
Verſ. 13. From whence we ſee the Scrip- 
tures teach us to receive the Revelations of 
God's Will out of the Book of Life, with 
Adoration and Praiſes: And therefore we 
find that at the reading the Law, Confeſ- 
ſions, and Praiſes of God, were intermix- 
ed, and fucceeded one another, Neb. ix. 3. 
| And they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book of the Lord their God, one fqurth part of 
the Day, and another fourth part they Confeſſed 

and Worſhipped the Lord their God, © | 
VI. We find that the Word of God is to 
be read in ſuch a Language as the People un- 
derſtand. After the Captivity, the People 
being Born and Educated in aſtrange Land, 
their Language was changed, and they did 
not underſtand, at leaſt Univerfally, the 
pure Hebrew in which the Law was firſt 
written ; therefore when Ezra read in the 
Law, a certain number of the Prieſts: and 
Levites interpreted the Words of the Law, 
3s Era read them to the People: Neb. 8. 
| 8, And 
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8. And they cauſed the people to underftand the 
Law, and the people ſtood im their place; ſo they 
read in the Book, in the Law of God diſtinttly, 
and pave the ſence, and cauſed them to under- 
ftand the reading: And this Cuſtom continu- 
eth among the Jews to this Day: firſt the 
Hebrew 'Text 1s read,and then a Tranſlation 
or Paraphraſe, in a Language underſtood by 
the Hearers. And indeed there may begood 
reaſon for reading the Originals in Publick 
Aſſemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom being an effe- 
&ual means to preſerve the knowledge of 
them ; but they cannot be uſeful to the Peo- 
ple without a Tranſlation. Therefore St.Paul 
doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in Un- 
known Tongues in the Church, but orders, 
x Cor. X1V. 27. Let © one interpret ; but if there 
be no Interpreter, let him” keep ſilence in the 
Church. | 

VIE. We find that after reading the Word 
of God, there was ſometimes an Enlarge- 
ment or Comment on ſome part of it, and 
an Exhortation to the People: "Thus when 
our Saviour had read a portion of Scripture, 
He applied it to the People in a Diſcourſe 
tq that purpoſe. But itdoth not appear that 
this was conſtantly done,on the contrary it is 
rather probable that it wasnot. For had there 
been a conſtant Proviſion for ſuch Enlarge- 
ment,and Expoſition of the Law,and Exhor- 


ration from ic,therchad been no occalion for | 


the 
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the Rulers of the Synagogue, Aﬀs 12.15. to 
ſend to St. Paul and Barnabas, after the read- 
ing of the Law and Prophets, that Meſſage 
we find there, 7 Men and Brethren, if ye 
have any Word of Exhortation for the People, 
ſay on. St. Paul ſuppoſes him who Teaches, 
and him whoſe Office it was to Exhort, di- 
ftin& from him that Ruled, and him that. 
AMmiſtred, Rom. xii. And itdoth not appear 
that every Church was furniſhed with all 
theſe Officers. The ſame St. Paul joined Ex- 
hortation and Dotrine with Reading, in his 
Charge to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 13. Which 
ſhews that they went together, but whether 
indifpenſibly or no, doth not appear ; tho' 
it is manifeſt in the practice of moſt Chur- 
ches in the Apes after the: Apoſtles they 
were all generally exercis'd in the Publick 
Worſhip. | 
VIE Laſtly,Wefind that they had a Summary 
of the Principle Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which they delivered to the People, and by 
-which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, 
and judged of what was delivered by others. - 
Thus St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold 
faFt rhe Form of ſound Words which thou haſt 
heard of Me ; and Chap. ii. Verſ. 2. And the 
things that thou haſt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, 
ho ſhall be able to teach others : Perhaps this 
may be that proportion of Faith according to 
| | which 
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which the Prophets are exhorted to prophe- 
ſie, Rom. x11. 6. T think it is not doubted 
' but this Form of ſound Words contained the 
main Fundamentals of Chriftianity ; and 
St. Paul tell us what thoſe were, Heb.vi. 1,2, 
T herefore leaving the Principles of the Dottrine 
of Chriſt, let us go on unto Dn not lay- 
mg again the foundation of Repentanee from dead 
Works, and Faith towards God, of the Do&ine 
of Baptiſms, and on of Laying on of Hands, and 
of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, and of Eter- 
nal Fudgment. In all probability therefore, 
the Form of found Words delivered by 
St. Paul to Timothy, and by him to others, 


contained theſe ſix Heads or Principles of * 


Chriſtianity , which every Chriſtiad was 
obliged to hear and learn, 


SECT K 


The Praffice of Our Church in Reading 
and Preaching the Word. 


Tx are the Rules and Examples the 
Scriptures propoſe to us for our feeding 
the People with the Word of Life, and their 
Hearing it in Publick. Let us inthe ſecond 
place compare the Pra#ice of Our Church with 
them, and ſurely no Copy can comenearer 
the Original. | 
| 1. For 
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1. For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly 
oblig'd in their Ordination, diligently to 
read all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament unto the People Afſem- 
bled in the Church where they be ap- 
pointed to ſerve. 

2, Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy 
Scriptures in a certain Order, and has ap- 
pointed four or more Chapters to be read 
every day in the Publick Cannons, by 
which means all the moſt edifying parts of 
the Old Teſtament are Ordered to be read 
once a year, andthe New Teſtament (except 
the Revelations) thrice in the ſame time; 
And ſome ſele& Chapters of the Revelations 
are appointed-on extraordinary occaſions. 
There are indeed ſome Chapters (about one 
tenth) of the O14 Teſtament, left out of this 
Order : But then it is to*be obſerved, that 
thoſe which are left out, are either Gene- 
alogies, Names of Perſons and Places, Hi- 
ſtorical Repetritions, or ſome obſcure and 
myſtical Prophecies in Ezekiel, which are 
not ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly (for 
which reaſons, ſome part of the Revelations 
is alſo left out) yet theſe are not excluded, 
tho' not particularly Commanded. The ge- 
neral obligation on every Clergy-Man in his 
Ordination to read all the' Canonical Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament, {till allows 

imto read theſe, and alſo obliges him to it 


when 
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when he ſhall perceive that it may be for 
the edification of the People. 

3. Beſides this Order for the whole Scrip- 
tures, on every Lord's-day, and other ſolemn 
occaſions, there are appointed certain fele& 
Portions out of the Epiſtles arrd Goſpels to 
oe read, which are adapted to the occaſion; 

nd contain ſome great myſtery of our Faith, 
or other weighty matrer neceſſary to our 

Edificarion. 

4. For the more ſolemnity of theſe read- 
ings; Our Church joins with each of them 
Praiſes, Thankfgivings or Confeſſions, ac- 
cording to what we find practiſed in the 
Holy, Scriptures. 

5. That the People may benefit, and be 
Edified by hearing the Word of God, a plain 
Authentick and noſt excellent Tranſlation is 
| by publick Anthority, in which the 

criptures are read to the People. "This was 
che firſt Care of our Church in the Refor- 
mation, and the generality of Diſſenters are 
forced to be beholden to it for the word of 

Life, and draw all the knowledge that they 

'have from the Fountains with our Biſhops 
y_ for them, by Tranſlating the word 
of God, and putting it into a Language they 
underſtand. ; 

6. *Tis orderedin our Church that the Mi- 
niſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Holy 
Scriptures every Lord's day, and exhort their 
Conegregations 11 a Sermon 7, To 
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7. To inculcatethe great Myſteriss of our 
Faith the betcer, our Church has appointed 
certain ſolemn times, wherein: once in the 
year they are obliged to explain, and incul- 
cate every great Myſtery of our Faith, and 
moſt material paſſages of the Goſpel. Such 
are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion of Our Saviour. 

Laſtly, There is provided a Form of Sound 
Words in a ſhort and plain Catechiſm; #n 
which are contained the firſtprinciples of the 
Oracles of God ; this is adapted, as it ought 
to be, to the capacity of Children, and is in- 
deed ſmcere Milk, without School Notions, 
or hard words. And all the fix Principles 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
are briefly explained in it, and yet largely 
enough to make thoſe that attend to it, wile 
to Salvation. The Teaching and Explaining 
theſe Fundamentals, is a part of our Pub- 
lick Inftruction, and injoined as a conftant 
Duty on Miniſters and People in our ſolenm 
Worſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being 
required diligently upon Sundays and Holy- 
days—— openly in the Church to inſtruct and 
examine ſo many Children of his Pariſh ſenc 
unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, in 
ſome parrt of the Catechiſm, and the People 
are obliged to come at the time appointed, 
and obediently to hear, 


And 
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And by our Twelfth Canon, for the bet- 
ter — of the People in the Principles 
of Chriſtian Religion, *tis ordained, 'That 
the Heads of the Catechiſm being divided 
into ſo many parts asthere are Sundays in the 
year, ſhall be explained to the People in e- 
very Pariſh Church. 

This is the care our Church has taken to 
Teach the People intheir Publick Aſſemblies, 
and the method is ſo effequal, that 'tis ſcarce 
conceivable how any one who duly confoms 
to theſe orders ſhould be ignorant of any 
 thifg that concerns his Soul. | 

And by the Blefling of God,. the effect is 
ſuch that we may affirm without Vanity or 
Partiality, that our Clergy, and Laity, eſpe- 
cially where we can prevail with them to 
conform to the Rules of our Church,are ge- 
nerally much more knowing, modeſt,gover- 
nable, devout and charitable, than perhaps 
may befound in any other Church,ot which 
our late conteſts with the Papiſts, and beha- 


viour under their Government, and ſince © 


the preſent Revolution, are Evident proots. 
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SECT. IF. 


The Praftice of the Diſſenters in Hearing 
and Reading the Word. 


] Come now tb conſider with you my 
Friends who diſſent from us, how this 
great Duty of Teaching the —_ the Law 
of God is perform'd in your Afſemblies,and 
to compare your practice'in this point with 
the Scripture Rules and Examples. Which F 
ſhall do with the ſame Candourand Integrity 
that T have hithertoendeavoured to obſerve. 
I. And here I muſt needs ſay that your 
Teachers ſeem to have had very littleRegard, 
either to Scripture-Rules or Examples in 
framing this part of your Worſhip, havirig 
laid aſide all thoſemethods of inſtruction that 
the Scriptures reeommend to us, except it be 
that of Expoſition and Exhortation : Which 
among youis called Preaching,in ſo much chat 


'| tho'a Man frequent your Meetings all his 


Life, yet he has no ſecurity, or hardly poſ- 


| fibility of learning from your publick Teach- 


ings all the-great Myſteries of his Religion, 


| or the neceſlary. principles of his Faith, 


T1, For firſt, Your Preachers are intirely | 


| left to their choice what place of Scripture 


they will explain, or what Subject they will 


handle : And hence it happens that hardly 
G any 
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any one Man in his life ever goes through 
the neceſſary Articles of Faith, or of Pra- 
ice in his publick Sermons, -and for the 
'Eruth of this,E appeal to your ſelves; 

2. You have no ſummary of Principles 
injoined to be either Read or Taught in 
your Publick Aſſemblies. A Catechiſm you 
have, but neither your Dire&ory nor Prattice 
make it any part of your Lord s-day-Service : 
And beſides, your Catechiſm is ſuch, that it 
no ways anſwers the deſign of a Form of 
ſound Words, I have already ſhewed, that 
ſuch a Form ſhould contain only the firſt and 
neceſſary Principles of the Oracles of God, in 


ſach Words and Methods as may makeit ea- 


ſily apprehended and retained by the weak 
and unlearned, which make up the bulk of 
the People. But your Catechifm is full of 


Hard Words, School Terms, and Abſfruſe No 


tions, no wile neceſſary to be known by the 
generality of Chriſtians, or poſlible to be 
underſtood by Children, or ualearned Per- 
ſons, for whoſe Edification principally aCa- 
techiſm ought to be contrived. Beſides all 
this, it is ſo long and intricate, even the 
Shorter, that not one Child inten ever gets it 
by heart, norone in Five hundred retains it, 
as I have found by experience, and deſire 
that you would judge of this matter as you 
tind upon Trial. Laſtly, Afﬀerall, it is im- 
pefect ; ſome of the Principles of the _ 
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files Catechiſm, being quite left ayt of i, T 
mean laying on of Hands, joyned with Bap= 
tiſm, Heb. 6. 2. A great defect ſure in a Ca. 
cechiſm to leave out a Fundamental of Chris 
ſtianity. 

IT. Butthe moſt fad and deplorable defe& 
of your performance of this Duty, is your 
caſting out the reading of the Word of God, 
from moſt of your Publick Aſſemblies, di- 
realy contrary to God's Inſtitution and Ordi- 
nance for the Inftrufion of lis Church ; infos 
much that in many of your Meetings, ſet» 
ting aſide a Verſe or two for a Text, or Quo- 
zation at the diſcretion of the Teacher, the 
Voice of. God is never publickly heard a+ 
monegſt them. This is matter of Fac, and 
undeniable ; and in all the Meetings in the 
North of Ireland in a whole Year, perhaps 
thereisnot ſo much Scripture read, as in one 
Day in our Church, by ehe ſtricteſt Enquiry 
which I cou'd make. One would think this 
alone were ſufficient to ſhew the People 
where the Yorſhip of God is to be found inits 
Purity, and to prove our Aſſemblies tobeths 
True Church of God, againſt af that come in 
competition with us; whereof ſome hide 
the Wod of God in a rqngs Language, and 
others Baniſh it out of their Meetings. Ig 
being in our Congregations only, that the 
Voice. of God is heard king to his People, 
without cover or gloſs. 2 it ts « fad — 
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that a Man may go to moſt Meetings many 
Years, and never hear one intire Chapter 
*read in them. Now this omiffion is the more 
inexcuſable in you, and muft render you 
manifeſtly ſelf-condemned. 

1. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehemently preſs 
the neceflity of Preaching, and quote the 
Holy Scriptures to prove it. In which, rea- 
ding the Law (as is ſhewed before) is termed 
Preaching, Aﬀs. 15. 21. but interpreting the 
Scriptures, applying them, or exhorting the 
Congregation from themin a fixed Chriſtian 
Auditory (which you count Preaching) is ne- 
ver called fo in the whole New Teſtament. 
Therefore by laying afide the reading the 
Scriptures in your Publick Affemblies, you 
have intirely caſt afide Preaching in the pro- 
per Scripture fence of it. But, 

2. This muſtrender you ſelf-condemned, 
becauſe you pretenfl to honour the Holy, 
Scriptures above other Chriſtians: Your 
Mouths, Commendebly and with juſt Rea- 
fon, are continually full of the Praiſes of the 
Holy Bible ; you own it, with the generali- 
ty of the RefFmed Churches, for the only 
ufficient Rule of Faith; you appeal to it, 
andſeem to found your ſelves on it: And yer 
your not allowing the Reading of it a con- 
ftant place 'in - your Religious Aſſemblies, 
makes it ſeemas if you had a very low Opt- 
nion of tt in your Hearts. If you really _ 
8 NG 
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Jute it as you profeſs, why do you baniſh the 
Reading of it from your publick Worſhip, 
to make room for Diſcourſes, Lectures, and - 
Sermons of your own Teachers? Remember 
of whom it is ſaid, (Mark -. 6.) Th People 
honoureth me with their Lips, but their Heart us 
far from me. While you thus juſtle the Word 
of God out of your Solemn Meetings, to 
make room for your own Sermons, I beſeech 
you to conſider whether this be not a laying 
aſide the Commandments of God for Mens 
Inventions ; unleſs you will call your Ser- 
mons, (as ſome Quakers are faid to do) as 
much the Word of God as the Bible. 
HE I look on this as fo material a Point, 
and conceive the Honour of the Holy Swviptures 
and the Salvation of ChrJtians to be fo deeply 
concerned in it, that I think my felt obliged 
to examine the Pretences I have found to 
juſtifieir: Tho 'I confeſs they ſeem to me 1o 
weak, that I am afraid I ſhall be almoſt fu- 
ſpected by indifterent Perſons not to do Ju» 
ſtice in repreſenting them: For it is unac- 
countable that any body ſhould urge fo //ight 
Reaſons for 1o conſiderable an Omiſſion: And 
yet theſe are all I have ever meet with, or 
heard from you, 
The firſt Reaſon T have heard urg'd, is, 
That the People are obliged to read the Scriptures 


at home, and being thus acquamted with them, 
. G 3 the 
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the Reading of them is not neceſſary in their pub- 
lick Meetings. But to this I Anſwer, 

1. That we ſee from what has been ſaid, 
That the Reading ofthe Holy Scriptures is by 
God's Appomtment a part of his. ſolemn publick 
Werſhip; Cans to leave it out in our Aſſem- 
blies, on any pretence whatſoever, 1s to lay a- 
fide his Command, and ſo to corrupt anddil- 
member his Worſhip. 

2. The private performance of a Duty 
ought by no means to interfere with, or hin- 
der the publick. Wemuſt pray to God, praiſe 
him, and inſtru&t our Families in private ; 
and yet God forbid that our doing theſe pri- 
wvately, ſhould baniſh the uſe of them from 
our Fublick Afſemblieg; or that any one ſhould 

Ahink himfelf excuſed from Attending on 
the Publick Peformance of them, on ac- 
count of his Private Diligence in them ; 
And the fame Rule holds tor Reading the 
Holy Scriptures. 

2. Godtells the Children of Tract, Deur. 6. 
G. That theſe Words which I command thee 
#his day ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently to thy Children, and ſhalt 
zalk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine bouſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up 
and thus ſhalt write themonthe poſts of thy houſe. 
Hereis as much private diligence in Reading 
and Teaching the Law required of the /- 


raelites 
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raelites, as any Chriſtian can pretend to ex- 
erciſe; and yet all this care to preſerve the 
knowledge of the Law by private ſtudy and 
exerciſe, did not make the Reading it in 
their Synagogues unneceſſary , or prevent 
God from requiring them to uſe it a part of 
his publick Worſhip, Deut. 31. 11, And 
cherefore all your diligence in reading the 
Scriptures privately, or Tour Teachers exhor- 
ting and requiring you to do it, ought not to 
warrant Their or Your diſpenſing with the 
Command of God, that appoints the reading 
his Ford, as a part .of his publick Service. 
Bur, # 
4. When People are left to themſelves in 
private, they may either do, or not do a 
thing as they pleaſe: And we are allured, 
That there are many who .com® to Church, 
and hear the Word of God read there, that 
neither can, nor ever wou'd he at the pains 
to read it in private. It is therefore a great 
Temptation to the People to be negligent, 
and a great want-of Care in a Church, to 
leave '; material a thing as the reading of the 
Word of God, to private diligence. We find 
by experiense, that where no publick effe- 
ual Care is taken to inform the generality ' 
of Men, the Knowledge of God's Word ſen- 
fibly decays, and is in a fair way to beloſt. 
The Papi##sread the Scriptures in a Language 
that ths People do not underſtand, and we 
G 4 {ee 
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ſee into what groſs ignorance they are fallen 
by this means. Thoſe of Your Perſwaſion, 
(generally ſpeaking) do not read them at 
all in your Meetings, and the conſequence of 
this is, That many of your common People are 
Ftrangers to the wery Hiſtory of the Bible, and 
the Firſt oe ge of Chriftianity ; & I have 
found on Tryal, to my great trouble and aſto- 
nmifſhment. This pretence therefore of Pee- 
les reading the Holy Scriptures in private, will 
y no means juſtifie you, for breaking God's 
Command , in omitting the publick reading 
them, as a part of God's Service in the Con- 
gregations. 
— The SecondPretence that I have met with 
for this Omiſſion, is, That ſince the perning of 
the Scriptures, and ſetling of the Church by the 
Apoſtles, thewaſe is mach altered with Chriſtians; 
That Printing was not then known,and conſequent- 
ly Copies of the Bible were few, and hard tocome 
by : Few could then read them if they had them, 
and therefure (ſay ſome) Reading the Scriptures 
in the Aſſemblies was then abſolutely neceſſary, 
otherwiſe the generality muſt have been frangers 
70 them : But new Copies of the Bible, by means 
of Printing, are become commun,aand eafie to 
te had, and miſt Fquiilies have ſome in them 
1 bat can read ; And therefore the publick Read- 
ing them is not now. neceſ/ary. 
1. The plain Anſwer to this is,Firſt, That 
the Reading the Scripturespublickly 7 an n-; 
irution 
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feitution of God: Therefore to lay it aſide on 
the account of the Invention of Printing, is 
in effe& to ſay, That Men have found out 
a better way to propagate the Knowledge 
of God's Word,than He inſtituted ; and plain- 
ly to lay aſide his Command, for Men's own 
Inventions. 

2. God has promiſed that there ſhall be al- 
ways Religious Aſſemblies, and has comman- 
ded his Word to be read in them, which is 
a certain means to preſerve the Knowledge 
thereof, as long as there is a Church ; but 
he has no where promiſed the conſtant com- 
monneſs of Bibles, nor ability to People to 
read them at home. To omit therefore the 
Initituticn of God for Teaching his Wird, and 
to rely on Pedþles procuring and reading 
Copies of the Bible privately, is to leave 
God's way, and preſumptuouſly depend on 
that which has no Promiſe annexed to it. 

2. How eafie ſoever we may imagine the 
obtaining Copies of the Bible, and notwith- 
ſtanding the number of thoſe that can read, 
there are ſtill many Families, even amongſt 
Prote#tants, that can neither compaſs a Bible, 
nor get any to read it, if they hadone; and 
therefore this Expedient is 'no ways ſufficient 
to ſupply the Delign of God's Institution, in 
commanding it to be read publickly. 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as common 
as we can defirs,and that every one can read 
them 
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them, yet who will ſecure us that they will 
do it ? People, whilſt the firſt Fervour of a 
Reformation is on them, may perhaps be di- 
ligent ſo long as the Scripture is a Novelty to 
them, or Zeal for a Party infpirits them ; but 
when this wears off, as it generally does in a 
little time, we ſee by experience that their 
care of Reading and Meditating in theScrip- 
tures decays with it; and there are at this 
Day too many of all Parties that neither read 
themſelves nor hear one Chapter read in a 
whole Year, except at Church. And there- 
fore to omit the publick Reading them, on 
preſumption that the People willdo it them- 
elves, ſince it is fo eaſje for them to do it, 
3s the ready w2y to introduce an Univerſal 
Ignorance of God's Word, and reduce us a- 
gain to Popery ; the moſt eifectual Bar againſt 
which, 15 the Bible in our own Language. 

5. People may be obliged to come to the 
publick Congregations, and hear the Word of 
God read,though they have no inclination to 
It, and when they neglect, they may be re- 
proved or puniſhed, but this is not practical 
when the Scripturcs are required only to be 
read in private Families. Experience ſhews 
us that thereis zreat difference between theſe 
two Methods in point of Efficacy. We ſee 
in England and Wiles, where publick Read- 
ing was practiſed, the People generally em- 
braced the Reformation,but in ol whew 
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the ſame care was not taken, they rejeted 
it. Had God's Way been taken and the Scrip- 

zures as conſtantantly read to the Narive Iriſh, 
in a Language they underſtood, as it was in 
England or Wales, there is little doubt -but 
the Reformation had ficceeded as Univeſaily 
here as it did there, but the want of this has 
kept them in ignorance to this Day, which 

may convince us howineffectual a!l our Con- 
trivances are to enlighten Men, in reſpe& of 
God's Inſtirutiom. T ama per{waded that it ever 
the Native Iriſh be brought to the Know- 

ledge of God's Word it muſt be by having it 
read to them publickly in a Language they - 
underſtand, and not by thruſting Bibles pri- 

vately into their Hands ; of che inette&tual- 

neſs of which, we have had an Experiment 

150 Years. 

6. But Laſtly, Inftead of all other Argu- 
ments, None of us are ignorant, that the 
IW.71 of God cannotbepreſumed to have the 
fame Efficacy when read privately, as it hath 
when read in the Aﬀembizes of C:rifticns, ac- 
cording to God s appointment : Since he has 
given us a peculiar Promiſe to be preſent in 
{uch Aſſemblies. And there are no diiigent 
Hearers of the Word publickly read, but are 
able from their own cxperience ro tellifie, 
that they often find it to have a different 
force and efficacy, when they hear it read, 
35 a part of his Ordinance in the Pubiick Af- 

emblies. 
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ſemblies, in which he has peculiarly promis'd 
his Preſence, than when they read it in pri- 
vate by themſelves. 

The Third Pretence Thave found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible ig 
your Meetings, is, That it rakes up too much 
time, and is @ hindrance to the moye profitable 
Duty, of what you commonly call Preaching. 

7. I intreat you togconſider, "That there 

is a time for every thing, and ſince God has 
appointed reading his Word a time and room 
in our Publick Afﬀemblies, Who are we, that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out? This 
ſurely is to ſet up our ſelves againſt God, and 
to think that we are able to order Things 
better for the Edification of his Church than 
he has done. Surely we ought rather tq 
take care fo to diſpoſe our Sermons, that 
they may not interfere with any other Inſti 
rution of God: But, that whatever time we 
allow them, there may remain ſufficient for 
reading God's Holy Word; Which I have pro- 
ved 15 1n Scripture Language Preaching ; And 
therefore tojuſiie this out to make our own 
Diſcourſes longer, is plainly to preferr our 
way of Preaching to God's, It there were a 
neceſſity that one or the other muſt be omit- 
ted, Modeſty ought ro teach us to omit our 
own Words rather than God s. 

2, Suppoſe that upon ſome Extraordinary 
Occalion it may be Lawful to omit — 

| God s 
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God's Word in our Aſſemblies, that we may 
have the more time to manage a Diſcourſe 
for the Inſfrufion of the People, yet it can ne- 
ver be juſtifiable to make this a common pra- 
Rice ; which is to put a manifeſt Contempt 
.on the Word of God. 

A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the 
Scripture publickly in a regular Method, is, 
That they are hard to be underſtood, or applied, 
and therefore only ſo much of them ought to be 
read at a time as the Miniſter may explain and 
apply to his Auditory. And that one verſe thus 
applied, is better than many Chapters read with= 
out ſuch Application. | 

1. Iris to be conſider'd, Firſt, That it is 
againſt the general Opinion of the Reformed 
Churches, who univerſally teach, That the 
Scriptures are plain, in all things neceſſary to 
Salvation And therfore there is not-that u- 
niverſal Neceflity of an explanation of e- 
very place of Scripture that is to be read, as 
is pretended. 

2, The Holy Scriptures, when heard with 
Humility and Attention, apply themſelves ber- 
ter than any Man can do it. The Words of 
them are the Words God, and they have a 
plainneſs, force, and ſpirit in them, which no 
Humane Eloquence can improve, and there- 
foreit is a great Affront to them to ſay that 
they have little efficacy except a Miniſter ap- 
ply them, | | 


3. SUP® 
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' 2. Suppoſe one Verſe well applied to be 
better than many Chapters (for which there 
sno colour) yet this would not juſtitie the 
omiſſion of reading them publickly ; for no 
Application can. be ſo well made of them 
whilſt People are not thronghly acquainted 
with them. It ought therefore to be our 
firſt care to readthem tothe People often and 
ſolemnly, that they may be acquainted with 
the whole Body of them, and then one word 
of Application may do more goodthan many 


Sermons to People not fo prepared with the 


general knowledge of them. | 
The /iteral knowledge of the will of God 
muſt always go before the ſaving, and is the 
beſt Introdutionto it. Now the reading the 
Law in the ears of the People is the means 
appointed by God to teach them that Eteral 
knowledge ; and therefore while your Teach- 
ers have laid afidethis means of God's Appoint- 
#went, they have in a great meaſure debarred 
People of the Spiritual and Saving know- 
ledge of his Wl. . | 
4. Fourthly, Reading a verſe or two, and 
eruſtingto the Miniſters Applicarion, without 
the Veoptcs being acquainted with the whole 
Body of the Scriptures, does put Chriftians 
too much in the power of their Teachers, and 
makes them liable'to be ſeduced by chem. 
"Fhis isthe very Artifice whereby the Romiſh 
Prieſts keep their People in ignorance; and 
| your 
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your Teachers uſing the ſame Method (while 


it is manifeſt that ſo great a Part of their Peo- 
ple either do not, or cannot, read them at. 
home) ſeems too like a defign on their Hear- 
ers, and tempts the World to ſuſpe& that 
they are afraid of the naked ſimplicity of the 
Scriptures, ſince they dare nor truft their 
People with Hearing them Publickly read, ex- 
cept they add their own glofles to them. 

The Fifth Pretence that IT have met with 
for laying aſide the publick reading the Word 
of God, is, That the dead Letter (as ſome call t) 
11 4 dull formal thing, without Spirit or Life, 
where it is not applied to the Souls of Men, by 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking in his Miniſters, and 
that withouf ſuch Aſſiſtance the Scriptures have 
little Efficacy on the Heart. 

I hope there are few of any Communiors 
will own this pretence, ſince it is ſo horrid # 
Reflection, and Aﬀront on the Word of God.- 
I will, however in anſwer to it, offer theſe 
following: Conſiderations. 

I, That the Holy Scriptures e1Ve a Chara- 
er of themſelves very different from this. 
They refteſent theWerd of God, as the Sword 
of the Spirit, as' quick and powerful, as able to 
make a Man wiſe to Salvation, as giving wiſ- 
dom to the ſimple, as converting the Soul, with. 
many other Exprefitons to denote the Effica- 
cie thereof on the Hearts of Men ; and 
therefore to refle&t on the Word, as dull and 


formal, 
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formal, as a meer dead Letter that cannot en- 
gage the attention of the Hearers, or reach 
their Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 

2. We are certain that God ſpeaks to us 
immediately by his Holy Spirit in his Word : 
And where rhe Spifit of Ged is, there is Power. 
But when Men ſpeak their ewn Words, or 
pretend to apply the Words or Paſſages of 
Scripture, tho' they ſeem to do it with the 
greateſt Zeal and Learning,yer they may be 
miſtaken ; nay, they may deceive us: And 
therefore wholly to lay aſide the immediate 
Dictates of the Holy Gho## recorded in the 
Scriptures for any pretended Explication or 
Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly to 
exchange God's undoubted Words and Com- 
mand for what may be a meer Humane In 
Vention. 

3. *Tis to be conſidered, that the people 
have always been apt to grow weary of the 
Serviceof God in the way of his own appoint- 
ment, and complain of it, as dull and tedi- 
eus, fo Mal. 1.13. Te ſaid alſo, what a weari- 
neſs isit,. and ye ſnuffed at it, And the reaſon 
35 becauſe the way of God's appoinfling is al- 
ways more Spiritual.in refpe& of that which 
is of Man's own Invention, and therefore it 
cannot be ſo eafie or agreeable to the Carnal 
minds of Men. - . 

"4. It onght therefore to be conſidered by 


you; when people-complain of being a 
"xy" an 
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and unaffeted by meer Hearing the Word of 
God read, whetherthis do nottruly proceed 
from a Carnal and Wicked heart eſtranged 
from the Spirit of God, and whether the rea- 
fon that Sermons pleaſe and effe& more than 
a Chapter out of the Bib/e be not the novel- 
ty and outward Ornaments of them, rather 
than the Spiritualneſs of the diſcourſe. We 
are ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch as arenot af- 
feted with the Words of God, to be meer 
Natural, or Carnal Men, 1 Cor.2.13. where 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Not in 


Words which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, but which 


the Holy Ghoſt Teacheth, he adds, but the Na- 
tural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: For they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can 
be know them, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
From whence it clearly follows, that the rea- 
fon why Men do not underſtand or receive 
the things of God delivered to them in the 
Words of Scripture, dictated by the HolyGhoſt, 
is, becauſe they are meer Natural Men, and 


| want the Spirit of God. Whoever therefore 


is more affected, or delights more in a Ser- 
mon than in a Chapter of the Bible, has rea- 
ſon to look into his Heart, and examine him- 
ſelf whether he have the Spirit of God. Thoſe 
mentioned in Scripture that hadchat Spiriz de- 
lighted in the Law of God: [ was the Joy 
of their Hearts; they preferred ic to all 
things, they mzditated in it day and night : 

and 
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And were fo far from turning out of their 
Publick Affemblies, that the Hearing it read 
was a great part of their Worſhip. Whoe- 
ver therefore lays aſide this Practice, have rea- 
fon to ſuſpect that they want that Temper and 


Spirit with which thoſe Holy Men were infſpi- - 


red ; and notwithſtanding all their Preten- 
ces to a more than ordinary Spiritualneſs 
and Reformation, are little advanced above 
the Natural Men that neither receive or 
_ the things of God, at leaſt not as they 
ought. 

7 find it alledgedas a Sixth Pretence for not 
Reading the Word of God in your Meetings,That 
a Child may read them, and perform this Duty ; 
and then 2vnat need it take up the Miniſters time. 

To which there needs no other Anſwer 
then that the Service of God is not leſs his, 
or thelets tobe valued becauſe it is eaſie. On 
ti:2 contrary 'tis the more ſinful to negle& 
it, the more cafie it is. Miniſters are not 
{et apart for difficult things only, which 0- 
thers cannot periorm ; but they are to exe- 
cute the Office that God has impoſed on 
them, whether it be eaſie or difficult. As 
for Example: God has Commanded his Mi- 
nifters co Bapiize, In the Nam? of the Father, 
&c. Now to pour on Water in this Form: 15 
no ſuch difficage thing, but a Child, or any 
elſc might perform it ; Neither is there any 
greater. difficulty in the Sacrament of - 
_- Lord's 
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Lord's Supper, as to the Eſſentizls of it. Yet 
T ſuppoſe it will be granted by all, that it be- 
longs only to the Miniſters office to perform 
hel. and that they muſt not delegate them, 
or any part of them to others, or omit them 
becauſe they are caſie; and that they have a 
quitedifferent Sacrednefs, Efficacy and Force, 
when performed by a Perfon Ordained and 
' Authorized to this purpoſe, than when per- 
formed by another: and theſame Rule holds 
in offering up our Prayers, and in Reading 
the Scriptures: A Man may read-them at 
Home, a Child may read them in Church, 
but they have not the ſame aſſurance of Eff- 
cacy, and a Bleſling, as when they come 
from the Mouth of a Perſon ſer apart by 
God's Ordinance for this purpoſe. 

I make no doubt but the Experience (as I 
have ſaid) of moſt Chriſtians, from what 
they have felt intheir own Hearts in Hearing 
the Word of God publickly read, will atteit 
the Truth of this. Now it you, my Friends, 
know and own this, as I hope the generality 
of you do, you muſt ſee the unreaſonable- 
neſs of this Pretence. It any of you do not 
know it, you muſt give me leave to fay that 
I fear it is from ignorance, and not confide- 
ring the —_— And tis your Teachers 
Duty to inform you better. Reading the 
Scripture being allowed by their Dirc&oxy to 
be 2 part of God's Publick Worſhip. We 

H 2 have 
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havethis Rule there in expreſs Words, That it 
zs requiſite that all the Canonical Books. be read 
over in order, that the pug may be better ac- 
quainted with the whole Body of Scriptures. 
Now if youcan ſhew but one Meeting in the 
laſt Ape, in which this has been duly perfor- 
med, we will not accuſe you ſo generally of 
violating God's Command in this point; but 
if there be not one ſuch Mecting, you ought 
to conſider how you will excuſe your ſelves 
before God. And I think it neceſſary here 
to obſerve to you how inſignificant general 
Rules are without'deſcending to a particular 
Determination of Circumſtances. Here we 
have in your Dire&ory a general Rule (ſuch 


as it is) for Reading the Scripture, but for | 
want of being particular, as the Calendar in | 


our Commen-Prayer-Book 1s, T queſtion if it 
yet was ever once obſerved, or indeed that 
it is Pra&ical to obſerve it. And it is ſo al- 
moſt in every other general Rule, and there- 
fore to leave the Service of God to be Or- 


dered by ſuch general Rules only, is in ef- ; 


tet to Teach People to _—_ 
 V. Thele are all the Reaſons that T can pol: 
fibly think of, or have heard urged for Tus 
Practice in this Point. T will not fay but 
others may be pretended, but I muſt profeſs 
that el do not remember to have met with 
them ; If I had, I would have given them a 
due conlidgration; I am periwaded oo 

. they 
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they cannot be of greater force than thoſe 
T have examined. And that they can nevEr 
excuſe Wu in this matter, from manifeſt 
Breach of God's Command in preferring Men's 
Invention to his Inſtitution. 

After all, I muſt profeſs to 72, That I 
look on all theſe to be only Pretences ; and 
that the true Reaſon of Men's Negligence in 
this Duty, 1s given us, 2 Tim.4. 3. For the 


: ' time will come (faith the Apoſtle) when they 


will not endure ſound Do&rine ; but after their 
own Luſts ſhall they heap up to themſelves Tea- 
chers, having itching Ears. An itching Ear 
here, can ſignifie nothing ſo properly, as an 
Far that loves Novelty and Variety: Becauſe 
therefore our Church gives the People little 
that is New, in her Prayers, or Reading the 


& - Scriptures, but retains a Form of ſound Words, 


in the one, and the plain Ford of God in the 
other ; Hence it is that ſome People cannot 
endure oyr Service, but heap up to them- 
ſelves Teachers, that "inſtead of the Praiſes, 
Prayers and Sermons of God's immediate Ap- 
pointment, will gratifie them every Meeting 
with a New Prayer, without troubling them 
with ſuch Prayers or Sermons as they think old, 
which are incomparably better, only the 
Itching Ears of the People, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told, are pleaſed with the Novelry and Varie- 


Et of the one, and diſguſt the Reputation ofthe 


H 3 other, 
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er, as the 1/raclites did that of Angels Food, 
Phpl. 78. 25. Numb. 21.5. and IT. 6. 

It is the Duty of all Miniſters and the 
Buſineſs of the truely Conſcientious, to check 
and curb this Humour in the People ; and 
notwithſtanding all Diſcouragements, the 
Miniſters of Our C:urch, iniiead of comply- 
ing with them, have conſtantly reproved 
them for their Negligenceand Levity, where 


they found them guiity. But as 4502, to- 


leaſe the I/raclites, made the Golden Calf, 1o 

ome Miniſters (tho contrary to their own 
Principles) have changed God s Inſtirution to 
pleaſe their People ; and left out the conſtant 
and regular Reading of God's Word, becauſe 
their Poople grew weary of it. But let all Men 
judge who behaves themſelves moſt like 7he 
Aimniſters of Chriſt; We, who keep to the Rea- 
ding God's Word, according to Hi own Inf 
2ut;on, Whether the People will hear or for- 
bear; or, Tacy that comply with chem, and lay 
fide God's Command to oblige and Fain them, 
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CHA ÞP. IV. 
Of Bodily Worſhip. 


SECT. L 


What .the Holy Scriptures preſcribe con- 
cerning tt. 


1.%7J*He Fourth Part of the Publick Wor- 

ſhip of God, or Deſign of Religious 
Aſſemblies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration ; 
ſuch amongſt us are Uncovering the Head, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and other outward Signs 
of Reverence and Submiſſion, by which we 
openly acknowledge the Mercy, the Fuſtice, 
and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 
ſence we have gf theſe Attributes. 

In treating ot this Head, I will keep my 
ſelf to the ſame AMerhod, as in the former, 
and conſider, Firſt, The Rules and Examples 
that the Scriptures afford us for the Pertor- 
mance of this Duty. Secondly, Compare 
the Prattice of Our Church with them. 'Third- 
ly, Examine the Diſſenters Praftice, and the 
Reaſons they alledge for it. 

1. As to the firſt of theſe we find a Poi- 
tive Command of God, for Bodily Worſhip in. 
Publick, Pſal. 95.6. O come let us Worſhip and 
bow doum,let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
4 The 
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The ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews 
us, that this is meant of Publick Worſhip : 
Let us come before his preſence with Thankſgi- 
wing. And that this bowing or kneeling is to be 
Interpreted, /iterally , not figuratively, ap- 
pears from the ſame Verſes, where Singing, 
Thankſgiving, and Pſalms, are all literally to be 


underſtood ; and there is no more reaſon 


for underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a 


figurative ſence, than the other. 
IT. The ſame Bodily Worſhip is pm by 
the Second Commandment,which forbids us 
tO bow down to a graven Image, by which words 
we arecommanded to bow down to God; for 
it 15 confeſſed by all,and laid down as a Rule 
by the Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm, That the 
Negative Commandments include in them the con- 
trary Poſitive; that is to ſay, When a Com- 
mandment forbids us any thing,it requires us . 
to perform the Duty contrary to what is for- 
bidden. As for Example : When the firſt 
Commandment forbids us to have ary other 
Geds before the Lord, 1t requires us to own and 
worſhip Himforour only God: and after the 
iame manner all other Commands are to be 
trerpreted. By which Rule , when the 
Second Commandment, Exed. 20. 5. forbids us 
in theſe Words, Thou fhait not bow down to 
them, nor ſerve them, it requires us to practice 
the contrary Duties in our Addrefles to God. 
LC bow down to Him ond {t&ve Him, that 1s, 
: ro 
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to worſhip Him both with the worſhip of our 
Bodies and Minds: Therctore as he that either- 
bows or kneels, or uſes any poſture of Reverence 
to a graven Image, breaks the Second Com-+ 
mandment ; fo doth he who on occaſion of 
Publick Worſkip either refuſes or negletts to uſe 
ſome ſuch poſture to God. It being a Contempt 
of Ged,; and contrary to His Commands, *0 
Pray to Him, for inſtance, without ſome 
Poſture of Adoration to Him, when we can 
do it, as well as itis a fin to kneel to an 
Image, without Praying to it, which the Pa- 
pits pretend to do ; the one 1s 14clatry, and 
the other Sacrilege : For the Reaſon why we 
are not to bow down to an Idol, is, Becauſe 
tis an Ad of Worſhip due to God. And 
whether we give what is due ro him to an 
Image, or refuſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are 
equally Robbers of God, we deny him his 
Honour, and are guilty of Sacrilege. 

I with all concerned may ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, and amend their Practice in this par- 


ticular. 


- VT. But the Practice of Holy Men, and 


| of the Church of God in Scripture, are the 

| beſt Interpreters of God's Commands ; and from 

| ge we may learn what he requires Or ap- 
P 


oves In his Worſhip. Now through the 
whole Old Teitame.;t, we ſhall never find any 
one ſitting at his Pewotiems: But on ail oc- 
calions of Forſhir, ctpecially in Publick Aſ=" 
7 | ſemblies- 
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ſemblies, the People of God ſtood, kneeled, 
bowed, or proſtrated themſelves. *Tis ſaid 
indeed, 2 Sam. 7. 8: That. King David then 
vent and ſat before the Lord: But here the 
Original Words capable of another /ignification, 
and may as well betranſlated,that he remained, 
Ftajed, or abode before the Lord ; and accor- 
ding]y it is thus tranſlated in other Places of 
Scripture, pasticularly, Gen.22. 5. 8 24. FF. 
& 29. 19, 1 Kings 12.2, This place theres 
fore is no Exception againſt that practice 
which is ſo evident through the whole Old 
Teſtament, that Holy Men worſhipped God 
with their Bodzes,as well as with their ds. 
IV. We ſhall tind the ſame practiſed by 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, in the New- 
Teffament, Our Saviour undoubtedly 1s the 
Beſt Example we can propoſe tq our ſelves 
for the Worſhip of God, and we ought to imi- 
tate what he did and approved. Now if we 
conſider the worſhip he offered to his Father, 
we ſhall find him addrefling himſelf to him 
with Bowing the Body, with Kneeling and Pro- 
ftration, as well as with /ffrong Cries and Tears ; 
Jo Mat. 26. 39. And he went a little further, 
and fell on his Face, and prayed, O my Father ,&. 
and Luke 22, 41. He OS down and prayed. 
And as he paid this Bodily Worſhip to Godp 
ſo he accepted the fame trom Men when he 
was on Earth :, Thus the Wiſe Men worſhip- 
ed him in his Cradle, 5/zt. 2.11. Hen they 
ſow 
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faw the young Child, and bis Mother Mary, they 
fell down, &c. Thus they that deſired to be 
Cured by him, addreſſed themſelves to him, 
Mark 5.2. When be (aw him, be fell at bs 
Feet, and beſought, &:c. And after the ſame 
manner, thoſe who were Cured by him re- 
turned him Thanks, Luke 17. 16. Thus his 
beloved Mary came into his preſence, Fohr 
11. 32, And Math. 28. 9. They held him by 
the Feet and worſhipped him. Our Saviour look- 
ed on this Bodily Worſhip to be ſo indiſpenſi- 
bly his due, that he accepted of it from the 
very Devils, and they durſt not forbear to 
pay it to him, Mark 2. 11. And unclean ſpis 
rits, when they ſaw him, fell down before him, 
and cried,Thou art the Son of God. And thusthe 
very Heathen, as well as his Diſciples, ap- 
proached him, even whilſt he was in his ſtate 
of Humiliation. 

And that we may not be tempted tothink, 
that our Saviour admitted this Bodily Worſhip, 
to be paid him only whilſt he was Bodzy 
preſent, we may obſerve St. Stephen preſents 


{ his Prayer with the fame poſture, {/&s 7. 60. 


He kneeled down and cryed with a loud Voice, 
Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 
V. The Scriptures reprefenc to us the 


Firſt Chriſtians thus g/orifging Goa 2114 their 


Fodies, (as St Paul expreſly commands us 
1 Cor, 6, 20.) in the Publick 4ſſemblies, as we 
may learn from Cer. 14. 23, where the 
£peſtles 


Chap. IV. 


Of Bodily Worſhip, 

Apoſtle ſpeaking of a Heathen coming into 

the Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and being con- 

vinced, addeth, and fo falling down on his face 

be will — God, If it had not been the 
h 
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cuſtom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would 
never have been expected from a Heathen, 
or reckoned an Argument of his Convicti- 
on. If the Church Triumphant in Heaven 
may be allowed a fit Pattern to us of what 
is decent in the Worſhip of God, we find them 
paying this Bodily Worſhip to God, Rev. 7. 11 
And all the Angels ſtood about the Throne, and 
about the Elders, and about the Beaſts, and fell 
on their Faces before the Throne and Worſhipped 
God, ſo Chap. 4. 10. and Chap. 19. 4. Ad 


the ſame we find practiſed by the Church on 


Earth, A#s 21. 5. where St. Paul, and the 
Church of Tyre, kneeled down on the ſhore and 
prayed. After the ſame manner he took his 
leave of the Elders of Epheſus, AF. 20. 36. 
He kneeled down and prayed with them all. So 
conſtantly are Bodily Forſhip and Prayer join- 
ed together, that bowing the Knee, ſometimes 
ſrenifies Prayer, Eph. 3. 14. For this cauſe 1 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Teſus 
Chr: 

YI. The Scriptures repreſent this Boy 
Worſhip as the moit proper external Act of 4- 
deration : If we look into the Scriptures we 
{hall not find Praying, Praifing, Reading the 
Seripture:, or Azminiſtring the Saeraments, 

of; termed 
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termed Worſhip ; they are indeed Duties which 
we are obliged to perform to the Honour of 
God, but not immediate dire&t Acts of Wor- 
ſhip, properly ſo calted: For Worſhip is pro- 
perly the ſubjeftion of our Minds to God; 
and that is a proper Act of External Worſhip, 
which direatly ſignifies this ſubjeftion or 
{ubmiflion of our Minds : But Prayer ſigni- 
fies our deſires of good things from God, and 
only indirely our fubjetion to him ; Prai- 
ſes, immediately fignifie the ſence we have of 
God's Excellencies, and only by conſequence 
our ſubmiſſion ; Reading the Scriptures is a 
means of Tnſtruftion, and tends to bring us to 
ſubmit to God, bur does not dire&tly expreſs 
it. And the Sacraments many ſignifte 
God's Grace to us, rather than our ſubmiſſion 
to Him. All theſe may in a large ſence, 
upon very good grounds, be look'd upon as 


| =_ of Worſhip, becauſe they do imply ſuch 


ubmiſſion ; but bending or bowing the Body is 


| that which 1s properly in Scripture called 
. Worſhip, as ſignifying immediately and natu- 


rally the bending and ſubmiſſics of our Souls, 
andnothing elſe. - 

In the Old Teftament the Words rendered 
Worſhip, ignifie properly and originally to 
bow duwn or proſtrate the Body, "This is the 
proper fſignification of J3D and of IM the 
latter of which in the Second Commandment is 
render d to be2y down, and very often m—_ 
the 
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the Original has they bowed down themſelves, 
the Tranſlators render it they gon 7 So 
Pal. 95. 5. and Fer. 1.,16. And Worſhipped 
the work of their on hands. In the Origi- 
nal 'tis, They bowed themſelyes downto thework, 
8c. Gen. 24. 52. He worſhipped the Lord, 
bowing himſelf to the Earth, "The Original 
has no more but He bowed himſelf to the Earth 
to the Lord, fo Pſal. 95.5. And the ſame 
holds generally through the whole Old Teſta- 
ent ; from whence it follows that in the 
Opinion ofour Trarſlators to bow ones ſelf to 
the Earth, is that proper Act which they call 
Worſhip. And hence the whole Worſhip of God 
is ſignified by bowing before him$ Micah 6. 6. 
Wherewith ſhall T come befere the Lord, and bow 
my ſelf before the High God; that is, How ſhall 
T worſhip him acceptably ? 
As to the New Teſtament, the Word gene- 
rally there rendred /orſhip properly 11gni- 
fies a Bodily Action ag:{,xomio, is Originally 
topay Homage by a Kiſs,as we now kils the 
King's Hand, which ufnally was done &neel- 
mg; And hence Kneeling and Worſnipping lg- 
tific the ſame thing in the New Teſtament,and 
the one 15 put for the other. Thus ar. 8. 2. 
There came a Leaper and worſhipeed him. The 
ſame Perſon is ſaid (ark 1. 45.) to come, 
beſeeching him and kneeling to bim. Of the 
Canaanitiſh Woman it is ſaid (Mat. IF. 22.) 
That ſhe came and worſhipped him, And —_ 
av's 
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Lys (Chap. 7:-25.) She came and fell at his 
Feet. Luke ſays of the Man among the 
Tombs, that he fell down before him, (Chap. 8. 
28.) Mark, that He worſhipped him, (Chap. F. 
6.) Of Farus, Mark and Luke fay, that He 
fell down at his Feet. Matthew, that he wor- 
ſhipped him. Lake 8.40. Mark 5.22. Matth.9. 
18, So promiſcuouſlſy do the Evangelifts. 
uſe the Words kneeling, or falling down, and 
worſhipping , to ſignifie the flame thing. 
' Whence we may learn that when any is ſaid 
to worſhip Chriſt viſibly, by it is meant they 
keeled to him. And when we are Com- 
manded to worſhip God in the Congrega- 
tion, the meaning is, that we are require 
to expreſs the ſubmiſſion of our Minds by 
bowing our ſelves, or kneeling unto him. Hence 
the very Soldiers that in deriſion bowed their 
knees to. Chrift, are ſaid to Worſhip him, 
Mark 15. 19. And St. Fohn, Rev. 22.8. 
when he would Worſhip the Angel , fell 
before his Feet, to which the Angel replied, 
See thou do it not Worſhip God. , From 


| « which Text it Clearly follows, that falling 


down is an A of Worſhip, and that we are 
commanded by the Mouth of an Angel to 
pay it to God. x 

VIL We find in Scripture ſome A& of 
this Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Reli- 
gious Performance. Thus Prayers are ge- 
nerally offered with kneeling, and that ſo 
conſtantly 
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conſtantly (as is obferved before) that to 
bow the Knee, in Scripture-Language, is to 
pray. "Thus Praiſes, Thankſgivings , and 
Confeſlions of Faith, are offered #anding, 
1 King. 8. 14. And the King turned his Face 
about, and bleſſed all the Congregation of Iſrael 
(and all the Congregation of Iſrael Stood) and 


he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, &c. the ſame po-' 


ſture is obſerved, Yer. 55. 2 Chron. 20, 19. 
And the Levites—— ſtood up to praiſe the Lord 
God of Iſrael with a loud woice, 2 Chron. 29.26, 
Neh. 10.40. And this was not a voluntary 
AR, but impoſed on the People, as appears 
from Neb. 9. 5. Then the Levites ſaid, 
Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, &c. In 
conformity to which, the Saints and Angels 
in Heaven are repreſented to us thus praiſing 
God, Rev.,7. 9. They ſtood before the Throne, 
and before the Lamb and cried with a loud 
woice, ſaying, Salvation, &c. At Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, both Reader and People 
uſed the ſame poſture, as appears from Neh.8. 
4, F- And Ezra the Scribe ſtood on a Pulpit 


of Wood — And Ezra opened the Book, and all. 


the People ſtood up. And Chap. 9. 3. And 
they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book : Which our Saviour likewiſe obſerved, 
Law 4.36 = * 

Taſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with 
Bodily Adoration, 2 Chron. 29. 27, And 
when the Burnt-Offerings began, the Song Fd 

Me 
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The Lord began alſo Hnd all the Congreg a= 
tion worſhipped, and the Singers ſang, and the 
Trumpets ſounded; and all Tis continued un- 
til the Burnt-Offering was finiſhed. The 
Word, as was obſerved, here rendred Wor- 

_ ſhipped, _— literally they bowed themſelves 
down, and the meaning is, They continued Al 
oy or kneeling, whilſt the Burnt-OE- KH 

| fering was offered. Thus in every Religious | 

| Performance, the Scripture has taken parti- | 
cular notice, and-recorded to us, with what * | 

_ ” Bodily Worſhipit was offered up un- 

to God. 


0 SECT. IL. | 
The Pradlice of Our Charch in Bodily 
Worſhip. 


| By us in the nextplace compareourowtn 
Practice with this Repreſentation, and 
{ee how weperform this part of viſible Wor- 
ſhip in our Church. 
1 T. Firſt then, when we come into the 
; | Publick Aſſemblies, we believe our ſelves to 
come into Chriſt's preſence; becauſe he has 
| promiſed, Mat. 18.21. Where two or three are 
” | gathered together in my Name, there ans I in 
the midſt of them: And therefore in Obedi- 
/ | <nce to the Commands of God in Scripture; 
'- | Tis our Cuſtom to lift up our Hearts toHim 
*1th 
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in Prayer, and bow our Bodies before Him ; 
This bowing our Bodies when we come in- | 
to the Afﬀembly of Chriſtians met together | 
in Chriſt's Name, and for his Service, tho' 
itbe notenjJoyned by any Conftitution of our 
Church, is generally practis'd by good Peo- 
ple,. as very decent in it {elf, and edifying 


to others. Our bowing our Bodies therefore | 


at our coming into a Chriſtian Aﬀſembly for | 


Worſhip, is only to pay that Bodily Worſhip 
to God that He requires from us when we F 


come into his peculiar preſence, which pre- | 
ſence He has promiſed in ſuch Aſſemblies | 
Some indeed are ſo weak as to termour thus 


3 ENG FOES 


worſhipping God , a bowing to the Altar: 
whereas our Church expreſly declaring a- 
== any Adoration to be paid to the Con- 
ecrated Bread and Wine,does much more de- 


clare againſt doing it to the A4l:ar. 


II. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Re- Þ 


ſpect amongſt us; and therefore we conti- 


nue Uncovered whilſt the Aﬀembly laſts; 
that is,whilſt we are in Chriſt's preſence. The 
Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Church was to Us- | 
cover their, Feet in the preſence of God; fo 
Moſes and Foſhua were commanded to do; F 
(to which Solon alludes, Eccleſ. 5. 1.) This 


was caſily practiſed with them, becauſe they 


wore nothing on their Feet but looſe Shes and 
Sandals, which were readily ſlipt off ; And 
this continued till our Saviour's time, as ap- 

| pears 
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pears by.their waſhing their Feet when they 
came into Houſes, Luke. 7. 44. Uncovering 
the Heaq is the fame common mark of re- 
ſpe with us now as uncovering the Feet was 
with them in their time; and this uncovering 
the Feet being neither practicable with us, 
nor-any note of reſpect among us, but rather 
the contrary, Our Church has quir'd us 
inſtead of it, to uncover our Heads, Can. 7. 
For the Juſtification of this practice, give 
me leave to digreſs fo'faras to explain one 
paſſage in the New Teftament, which ſeems 
to require that a Man ſhould have his Heal 
uncovered in the preſence of God, not as a note 
of reſpect, but of Priviledge. 1 Cor. 17. 7. 
For a Man indeed ought not to cover his Head, 
foraſmuch as he is the Image and Glory - hover : 
but the Woman i the Glory of the Man. Which 
paſſage does not primarily relate to the co- 
vering the Head, but the Face, by, a Veil, 


£ according to the *Cuſtom of the Eaſtern 


Countries: and this covering the Face, was 4 
note of reſpet, asthe contrary was a Note 
of Priviledge: So we find that when Rebecca 
was to appear before her Husband (Ger. 24. 
65.) She took a Veil and covered ber ſelf. So 
(Exod. 3. 6.) Moſes hid his face, for he as a- 
fraid to Iook upon God and Elijah wrapped his 
face in his Mantle when he went outto meet God, 
1 Kings 19.13, On the ſame Account the 
Seraphims cover their faces _ their Wings 2 1; 

2 + 2. 


® 
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6.2. *Tistherefore a peculiar Priviledge and 
favour to be allowed to appear before God 
mcover'd, and it is reckon'd as ſuch, 2. Cor, 
2. 18. But we all with open face beholding as 
in a plaſs the glory of the Lord, &'c. Thoſe 
that were out of favour might not appear 
bare-faced before their Prince, but with their 
Heads toxwmred, as Haman was when the King 
ſignified hisdiſpleaſure againſt him, Eſher 7.8. 
Now for the underſtanding of the before 
Cited place, wemuſtconfider that an being 
the Image 3nd Glory of God, is allowed to take 
this Confidence before God, which is denied 
to IVomen: For ſince God was pleaſed to 
make Man his Image and Glory, it 15 nct fit 
that this his glory ſhould be covercd before 
Him: but on the other hand, itis fit that Man's 
glory, whichis Woman, ſhould becov:red be- 
ore God. This I conceive is the full meaning 
ot this place, and has no relation to the man- 
ner of w::overing the Head in uſe withus now; 


which is only-a mark of civil reſpe&t, and 


that pccuiiar to Men, and not to Women. 
But however, bein gan honour paid to Men, 
there is no reaſon why it ſhould not be paid 
to God: On the contrary it ſeems to be re- 
quired by the Apolile s general Injunction, 
Lei all things be done deccutly. And it is one 
of che Articlesof our Church, That the Chrurcy 
has power to order Rites and Cerenzonies ; that 1s, 
to deternune what particular things come - 

& 
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der the Apoſtles general word of Decency. 

3. We ſtand up at our Praiſes, Thankſgi- 
wings, and Confeſſions of Faith, in Conformity 
to the Examples of Holy Scripture. 

4. At our Confeſlions of Sin, and at our 
Prayers, we preſent our ſelves betore God 
on our knees, by order of our Church, ac- 
cording to the Example of our Saviour, and 
the Church of God. 

IT. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Chrift in a Worſhip- 
ping polture. I, know that many except a- 
gainſt this. It would engage me in a longer 
diſcourſe to examine it fully ; perhaps God 
ws hereafter give mean Opportunity to dil- 
culs 4t at large, at preſent I jhall only hint 
& the Scripture-Ground we have for it, and 
that by the followig deduction. h 

1. The Altar was of Old the Lord's Tab/:, 
from whence his Atten- 
dants were fed, Mal. 1. 7. The Author's Inten- 


% for :nalbur tion is not to afſerr, 
of 44 Uured Bread ng Thar che Scriprures 


mine H£iltar , ald je ſay, requice Kneeling at 
Wherein have we pollured the Lord's Supper , 
thee? In that ye ſay, The , bur to thew, Thar 


Table of i + Tord is contom. 1615 not contrary to 
F ord is contens the Inſtitutiin oc 


P Fiole. Chriſt, or Pratice 

of the Apoſtles, who 
compare our receiving ic with the Jews partaking 
ef their Altar, to which they approached with Ao! = 
tron, 


I 3 2, On 
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2. On this account the 1/rae/ites came to 
the Altar, and worſhipped before it, as being 


God's Table, on which the Sacrifice was pre- 
ſented as his Meat, of which they were per- 


mitted to partake: So 2 Chron. 6. 12, And 


be ſtood before the Altar of the Lord—verl. 1 Fo 


And kneeled down on his knees: And 1 Kings 8. 
54. He arofe from befcrethe Altar from kneeling 
on his knees, Nor can it be ſaid, That this 
kneeling of Solomon was only becauſe he of. 
fered up a Prayer at that time, and that 
therefore he was in a praying poſture; for 
undoubtedly it was the Dutyof all that were 
preſent at any Sacrifice, to offer up Prayers 
to God with the Sacrifice: And accordingly 
we find it commanded 2 Kings 1..22. 7 
ſhall 2worſhip before this Altar in Feruſalem ; lite- 
rally; Ye ſhall bow down your ſelves. 
2. TheCommunion-Tableis called the Lord's 
Table, 1 Cor. 10.21. | 
4. The 1/raelites partaking of the Altar is 
propoſed as an Example for our partaking of 
the Lord's Table, 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of 
Bleſſing which 2we ble{s, is it not the Communion 
ef the Blood of Chrigg? The Bread whichwe break, 
# it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt; — 
werſ. 1%, Behold Tfrael ofter the Fleſh: Are 
t they which eat of the Sacrifices partekers of the 
Altar? | . ; 
5. In alluſionto this Religious Eating with 
Bedi'y Werſhip, it is Prophctied of our Savt- 
our, 
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our, Pſal. 22. 29. All they that be fit uno 
Earth (that is, the favoured and happy S*r- 
vants of God here ; called in wer. 26. 7 
Meek) ſhall Eat and Worſhip. 
Since then the Scripture ſets forth to us 
a Religious Eating at the Lord's Table with 
Worſhip, and the Huly Communion is ſuch an 
Eating at his Table, it follows that the Scrip- 
ture Warrants our Worſhipping when weEar. 
2, We are Commanded in Scripture ta 
receive the Holy Euchariſt In remembrance 
of Chriſi”s Death, and by it we ſhew his Death 
till he come. The fame Scriptures Command 
us to Worſhip our Saviour ; For he is the Lord, 
and Worſhip thou him, Pſal.4.5.11. If ever then 
we are to Worſhip our Saviaur, itis certain- 
ly when we come to him in the neareſt Ap- 
proaches that we are capable of in this World, 
and with the higheſt ſence of Gratitude that 
our Souls can admit of ; to remember-and 
adore him for the greateſt At of Love thas 
could be extended towards us, even laying 
down his Life for us, and partake of the 
Benefits thereof by feeding on him. If it be 
riot our Duty to Worſhip him with our Bo- 
dies, as well as our Minds, on this occaſion, 
it 15 hard to fay when we are obliged to do 
Ws | 
This Cpnſideration preval'd with ' the 
Proteſtant Church of Poland, to oblige all 
their Members to _ kneeling or ffanding, 
4 in 
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ir» Oppoſition to the Socinians, who refuſed 
to pay any Worſhip to our Saviour ; and 
therefore Celebrated his Supper ſitting. The 
Words of their . general Synod are theſe, 
(Corpus Cenfeſſion. p. 236.) Quod attinet ad 


Ceremonias, &c. © As to the Ceremoniesof | 


* the Lord s-Supper, the Degree ſometime 
© ago diſcuſs'd in the Synod of Sandomir 
* and the Concluſion made and repeated 
* in the general Synol of Cracow and Pe- 
* trokow, 1s alſo approved in that Seffion of 
* the Synod of Uladyſlaw, wiz. This ſitting 
© at the Lord's-Table ſhall not be uſed in 
* any of the Churches of Poland or Lithus- 
* »ia, &c. of our Communion : For this 
* Ceremony (tho' indifferent as others are) 
* 15 not uſed by the Chriſtian and Refor- 
* med Churches ; andis proper to the Infi- 
* del Arians only, who place themſelves in 
E a9 equal Throne with the Lord. Since 
* then ſitting has crept into ſome of our 
* Churches, chiefly by the occaſien and 
* .countenance of thoſe who have miſerably 
* fallen from us, and denyed the Lord that 
* bought us, We intreatand exhort all thoſe 
* Congregations, and our Brethren in the 

Lord that they *wouid change /irting in- 
* to the Cereqonies uſed by us Proteſtants 
# in all the Reformed Churches 'of Europe, 
* even thatthe Lord's-Supper may be admi- 
niſtred to the Communicants ſtanding or 
| * kneeling 
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© kneeling ( with a Proteſtation againſt 
© Bread-Worſhip uſed by the Papiſts) both 
& which Rites (as they have been hitherto 
&© uſed in ſome Churghes) we leave free, 
© and approve; without blaming or giving 
* Offence to thoſe who uſe either. This 
Synod was held Fune the 15th. 1583. 

The Synod of Petrokow, above-mention'd 
(held Fane 1, 2,3. 15/78. pa. 234.) expreſſes 
it ſelf in theſe Words ; © Becauſe thoſe 
© Traiterous Fugitives from us to Arianiſm, 
* who change all things inthe Church, pre- 
* tending to imitate Chriſt without Diſcre- 
* tion,were the firſt Authors amongſt us of 
* Sitting at the Lord s Table ; contrary to the 
* Rites uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
* throughout Europe, Therefore wereject 
© this Ceremony, as proper to them who 
*treat as well Chriſt as his Sacramentsgrre- 
* verently, as indecent and Irreligious, and 
* very oftenſfive to well-meaning People. 

It ought to be obſerved, That this Church 
reckons Sitting a Ceremony; and a Ceremony 
of an ill Signification and Original, and 
not uſed by any Proteſtant Church in their 
Time, 

IV. But I find moſt People acknowledge 
the Reaſonableneſls of this ; and grant, if ir 
were left tous how we would Receiwe,that we 
ought to Go it with Adoration: But,lay they, 
Qbedicnge is better than Sacr.fice; we arecom- 


. mandcd 
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manded to do what Chriſt did, and he in- 
Rtiruted, and his Diſciples received it, in a 
Table poſture; and therefore fo ought we 
notwithſtanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, and 
Decency, ſeem to recommend another Pa- 
fture to us. 

Now to this Argument, whichis the only 
one [I find brought from Scripture,and which 
Ketts to prevail with moſt, I Anſwer, 

1. That we are not required, nor is it 
convenient to imitate all that Chriſt did. 
Neither the Time, nor the Number of Re- 
ceivers, nor the Poſture, being Obligatory 
to us; as appears from St. Paul, 1 Cor.11.23. 
who having occaſion to mention 2what he re- 
ceived of the Lord, concerning this Sacra- 
ment, mentions only our Saviour's takin 
Bread, giving Thanks, and Breaking it ; an 
then ſaying, Take, Eat; this is my Body, &c. 
withgut the Ciroumſtances of the Number 
of Receivers, his Pofture, or being ar Sup- 
per. Nay, that we may not think that this 
had any relation to a Common Supper, or 
the Circumſtances of it, he obſerves, that 
Supper as done, .when he took the Cup. Our 
Saviour's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
is no wiſe Obligatory to us, it not being any 
part of what St. Pau! profeiſes to have recei- 
ved from Chritt conceining this Sacrament. 

2. I have already proved, that Religious 
Eating was accompanied with Boaily Worpir; 

| an 


Sed.2. Flow praftifed by our.Church. x2 3 
and therefore if ir were granted, that we 
were obliged to receive this Sacrament ina 
Table-Polture, from the Example of our Sa- 
viour; yet it would not follow, that we 
ſhould not receive it Kneeling. *Tis certain 
our Saviour did not Sir, but Lie at Table, 
when he did eat his uſual Meals. Suppoſe 
then he had obliged us to his Poiture of Eat- 
ing, we ought to Lic, as he did; but none 
aſſert the Neceflity of our doing fo, or 
Practiſe this way. Since then all Parties 
change it, ſure we do better, that change it 
into the Religious way of Eating, recom- 
mended to us in the Scriptures, with Adora- 
tion, than others, that change our Saviour's 
way into Sitting, the Common way of our 
Eating. | 
3- We have this further to ſay for our: 
Practice, That .our Saviour was not at a 
Common Supper when he inſtituted this 
Sacrament, but at the Patſeover ; which was 
a Sacramental Eating and had a peculiar. 
poſture preſcribed for it, Exod 12. 11. And 
though ſome think (but without Warrant 
from Scripture) that the Fews did not ob- 
ſerve this, yet it is owned they obſerved 
another, which differed from the Common 
Poſture of Eating, and was reckoned Reli- 
gious. However, *tis ſpoken, that our Sa- 
viour performed this Eating with ſeveral Re- 
ligious Ceremonies that were not in the firſt 
| | 3 Iaſticution: 
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Inftitution : Such is that we find, Luke 22. 17, 
And he took the Cup, and gave thanks, and ſaid, 
Take this, and divide it among your ſelves. This 
Cup is different from the Sacramental Cup, 
which is inſtituted, wer. 29, And thereforeif 
we would imitate Chrift, we ought to eat 
the Lord*s-Supper in a way peculiar to it elf, 
and different from our Common Meals. 

4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the 
Argument, is, That it goes on a falſe Suppo- 
ſirion, "That our Saviour inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment in the Common Poſture of Eating, 
Which no wile appears in Scripture ; neither 
canit be inferred from any thing ſaid or inti- 
mated by the Evangeliſts, or St. Paz/, but ra- 
ther the contrary. It's true, whilſt the Diſci- 
ples were Eating, he took Bread ; but after 
that, he gave Thanks, and bleſſed it ; and then 
he brakeit, and gaveit to them: And itis not to 
be ſuppoſed that the Diſciples continued Ea- 
ting, whilſt our Saviour was giving Thanks, 
and Bleſling; that is, Praying. Our Saviour 
therefore, or his Diſciples, were not Pating, 
but giving Thanks, and Praying, whilſt 
this Sacrament was inſtituted ; and therefore 
it was proper to be done (and, in probabi- 
lity, was done by ourSaviour) ina Thankl- 
giving and Praying Poſture. Neither was 
there any neceility to take notice of this 
Change of Poſture ; ſincethe Change of the 
Action, from Earing, to Thankſgiving and 


. Bleſſing, 
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Bleſſing, ſufficiently ſignifies. and infers it. 
There is no notice taken of our Saviour's 
Riſing at all from the Tables by any of the 
three Evangeliſts that deliver to us the Inftitu- 
tion of the Sacraments; and yet it is plain, 
from John 13. 4. that he did Riſe from that 
Supper, and waſhed hz xr Feet, and ſar 
down again, ver. 12. and ſo he might Riſe to 
Bleſs and Diſtribute the Holy Sacrament: 
And therefore we have no Aſſurance from 
Scripture, that our Saviour inſtituted this Sa 
crament in a Common Table-poſture, rather the 
Contrary ſeems probable. So that He has left 
us at liberty to follow the general Rules of 
Decency and Reaſon, and what the Scrip- 
tures repreſent to usa fit, and practiſed in the 
like Caſes. 

Laſtly, We fd the Apoſtle ſeverely re- 
proving the Corinthians, for their Irreverence 
in Receiving this Sacrament ; and threatning, 
them with Danmation, for not-d:{c:r:ing the 
Lord's Body ; that is, for Receiving ir as their 
Commer. Food, without diſtinguiſhing berween 
them by a Reverend and Religious Receiving 
it. And ſure it is but a due Diftinttion be- 
eween 1: and our Common Food, to approach 
the Lord"'s-Table with as much Reverence as 
the Jews did their rar, at which they never 
fat down. 

Upon the whole, I think we do nothin 
in this, or any other Sacred Action, as toy 
Bodily 
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Bodily Worſhip, but what is Warranted and 
Grounded on the Holy Scriptures ; and parti- 
cularly as to what we do at the Holy Sacra- 
anent of the Lord's Supper, it is as unjuſt to 
ſuſpe&oraccuſe us of Worſhipping the Lords 
Table, or the Elements of Bread and Wine, be- 
cauſe we receive them Kneeling, as it were 
to accuſe-the Jews of Worſhipping their AL 


zar Or Sacrifices, becauſe they Worſhipped | 


before them, ks God Commanded them to 
do, 2 Kings. 1. 22, TI beſeech God to give 
us true Submiſſur and Humility of Heart ; for 
the Outward Expreſſions of thele Inward 
Diſpoſitions of Mind which our Charch has ap- 
pointed by Bodily Worſhip, are certainly ſuch 
as God has approved, and holy Men have 
prattiſed in Scripture. | 


SECT 1M 


The Pradtice of the Diſſenters in Bodily 
Worſhip. 


T. ND now T come to you my Friends 
{ > who 4diſſext from Us, to conſider 
how You perform: This part of God's Worſhip, 
end to compare Ywur Principles and Pratiſes 
with what I have repreſented from the Hi 
Scriptures. 

And, Firſt, Asto Your Principles, I need 


not tell you, That you do not allow Bodily Ade- 
doratin 
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ration to be any part of God's Worſhip : Which 
you cannot but diſcern to be plainly contrary 
to the Holy Scriptures, that make it the moſf 
proper peculiar Act thereof, as I have ſhewed 
ore, Chap. IV. Se&. 1. Ne. 1, 2, 3. In 
your Confeflion of Faith, Chap. 21. Prayer, 
bl 


= 
| Reading Scriptures, &c. Singing Pf 


Adminiftration of the Sacraments , are: 
reckon*d up as Parts of Religious Worſhip, 
but not a Word concerning the Worſhip of 
the Body. Your Dire&ory doth not ny 
leave it out, but excludes it, by requiring all 
to enter the Aſſembly, and to rake their Seats 
and Places, without Adoration, or bowing them- 
ſelves towards one Place or other; thatis, with- 
out Bowing themſelves at all. A Rule di- 
realy oppoſite to Natural Reaſon, as well as 
to the Commands of God, and to the Ex- 
amples of his Saints: And 'tis unconceivable' 
how it ſhould be laid down by a Society of 
Men that profeſſed to believe Chriſt pech- 
larly preſent intheir Aſſemblies ; which yet 
the Authors of your Dire&ory profeſs to do, 
in that very place where they forbid al 
Adoration. Let us then, I pray You, com- 
| = their Rule with God's Word: Yow 
ave the Bible in your hands, and you look- 
upon it to be your Privilege to uſe it: The: 
Scriptures ſay, O come, let us worſhip, let us bow 
down, "let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 


_ Your DireFory ſays, Let us enter the Aſſembly 


without 
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without Adoration or Bowing. Where not- 
withſtandihg, it allows, that we in a /pecial 
manner appear 1 God's Preſence. Surely you 


cannot bur ſee, this is not only to lay aſide, 


but to contradict the Rules of Scripture. 

IT. Your Pra#iee is conformable to your 
Principles, For, 

7. At your Thanſgivings or Praiſes, you 
neither Bow, nor Stand up. 


2. Whereas We, and the Churches of Got. 


in all Ages, have uſed to Stand up at the 
Solemn Confeſſions of Faith, you have caſt 
out of your Religious Aſſemblies, not only 
this A of Worſhip, but the ng} gr of Faith 
themſelves ; ſo material a Part of the Service 
of God, as appears from Rom. 10.9. 10. If 
thou ſhalt _ s with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, 
and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved : 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Saluation. To profeſs ſolemnly that we ex- 
0m no Happineſs but from the good Plea- 
ure of God, and that we freely acquieſce 
in his Proviſions for us, is no ſmall Evidence 
of the Submiſſion of our Minds to God ; 


- and, upon that Account, may be reckoned 


an Inſtance of External Worſhip, and ac- 
cordingly many of the Pſalms contain ſuch 
Confetlions. 

3. You Sit, generally, at your Publick 
Prayers. 4s At 
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4. Ac the Holy Sacrament - you Sit, not 


only whilſt you Receive, bur likewiſe at the 


Thanſgiving and Peſlingbetor And your 
Diref#ory impoſes this Poſture on Communi- 
cats, though contrary to Holy'Scripture, in 
reſpe&.of that Part that concerns the Prayer 
and Thanſgiving ; and without any Com- 
mand, or ſo much as Example from Scrip- 
ture, in reſpect of the Sitting at the time of 
Receiving. | 

5. Too many of your Perſwaſion con- 
demn us, who conform to God's Word, in 
theſe Particulars, as guilty of Super#tition ; 
and endeavour to render our Conformity 
ridiculous ; not being content to lay aſide 
the Commands of God themſelves, but endea- 
youring likewiſe to condemn and ſcoff at the 
Obſervation of them in Us. 


In ſhort, I entreat you to conſider, 


That you have not any one Vifeble Af of 


Adoration amongſt you in your Aſſemblies, 


except we reckon in this Number , That 


* your Men Uncover their Heads at Prayer ; 


and yet even this is not required by your Di- 
reftory. 

Il. And now let me a while Examine 
calmly with you, the Pretences I have met 
with, for laying aſidethis Part of God's Wor- 
ſrip; for it is not probable that any would 

iſh Adoration out of their Aſſemblies, and 


alledge no Reaſon for their doing 1o. | 
K I. Firſt 
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, 7. Firſt G_—_ L find _ Deep of 
cripture produced to this purpoſe, Fob. 424. 
God ts F prrit; and Ne ries” worſhip Him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. Some 
think that all Bodily Worſhipis here forbidden, 
and that only the Worſhip of the Spirit or Mind 
is requiredof us under the Goſpely Upon this, 
ſome have declared againſtall Chyrches, - orſe- 
paratePlacesfor Worſhip ; Others,againſt all 
Bodily Worſhip; Others,againſt all Sacraments; 
Others, wow 

Thankſgivings : And even in the Apoſtle's 
time, ſome wereagainſt all Viſzble Aſſemblies, 


And indeed, if we underſtand this Place as | 


fome do, That all Bodily Worſhip is excluded 
by it, and that it is ſufficient to Worſhip God 
in our Spirits or Minds only, Ido not fee but 
all theſe are in the right ; and thoſe who 
pretend to be above Ordinances, and-2orſhip 
God no-where, are moFft conformable to this Rule; 
and, next to them, the ſilent Meetings of the 
QuaYers, without Sacraments, without . Vocal 
Prayers or Praiſes, are the moſt Spiritual Ser- 
wice, For if other Difſenters think Bodily Wor- 
ſhip, ſuchas Bowing, Kneeling, &c. unlawful 
or ameceſſary, becauſe they are Acts of the 
Body, and unfit, on that account, to be of- 
fered to God, who is a Spirit; why may 
not the Quakers omit the Sacraments, and the 
Words of the Mouth, which are Outward Thing: 
as well as the other? Nay, why ſhould not 

Outward 


ſt all Yocal Prayers, Praiſes and ' 
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Ourward TeachingorPreaching ceaſe? finge 
ao isa ſufficient Teacher, and has pro- 
miſed ns, Heb. 8. 1o. I will put my Laws into 
Zhelrn Minds, and write them in their Hearts, —= 
Ver. 11. And they ſhall not teach every Man hi 
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, &c. The 
Principle and i'Reafoning is the ſame in all 
theſe, and will juftifie the Silewr Meetings of 
the Quakers ; nay, the Extravagance of Thoſe 
that pretend to beeabove all Ordinances, as well 
as the Irreverence of other Diſſenters. 

But we ought to interpret Scripture ſo 
as ove'place may not contradict another; and 
ſince the Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God 
requires our Vocal Prayersand Praiſes, our Viz 
feble Sacraments and Adoration, we _ not 
to interpret orſhipping in the Spirit 10 as to 
excludethefe, but rather conclude that they 
may-be-offered up to God in ſuch a manner 
as to become proper for Spiritual Worſhip, ot 
God would never have required them. 

— When therefore our Saviour repreſents the 
Worſhip Hee taught the World, as a Worſhip in 
Spirit and Truth, his meaning doubtleſsis not 
to extempt us from worſhipping his Father withi 
our Bodies, whereof He Himſelf has givers 
us an Example ; but to teach us, "That the 
Outward Atts of ws, ang we pay to God, 
are only Acceptableto Him, when they pro- 
ceed from,and areaccompanied wirha hear- 
ty ſubmiſſion of our Souls i and that. every Act 
& £ $i 
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is more or leſs Acceptable, as it has.-more 
or leſs of our Hearts and Aﬀections in-it:But 
that Circumſtances of Place, and the. like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of no value 
towards making our Forſpip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the Words diretly an- 

ſwers our Sawiour's deſign, which was to ſhew 
the Samaritan Woman that the time wascom- 
ing, that the Yorſhip offered to God. under 
the Goſpel would be nothing more acceptable 
for being offered at Feruſalem, or Mount Ge- 
7izim, Or any other place: But the Heart 
being right, all Places were alike. Which 
was diretly contrary to the Fewiſh: Law 
that allowed no Sacrifice or Oblation to beac- 
ceptable to God, that was not offered at the 
Temple, and conſequently their Worſhip deri- 
ved its acceptance from the Place, and not 
from the Heart alone of him that offered 
it, 

We afhrm therefore, as our Saviour has 
here taught us, that itis only from the Hearr, 
or Spzrit, that our Worſhip becomes aCcepta- 
ble to God, and that the time or place where 
itis offered contributes nothing to our accep- 
eance: But that in whatever place, at what- 
ever time, in whatſoever poſture we offer 
up our Spirits and Hearts to God, We are ac- 
cepted by him. 

But then we fay likewiſe, a Man who 


neglects the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, ger 
| | ave 
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have a good Heart towards God, becauſe he 
breaks his Command; that ſuch as do not 
eake care to provide a covenient and decent 
place, and ſet it apart for Chriſtians to meet; 
and to perform God's Worſhipin, cannot have 
a value for it ; that ſuch as negle& the Holy 
Sacraments, want Faith in His Promiſes, as 
well as Obedience to His Commands ; and 
that thoſe who negle& to /Forſhip him with 
their Body, and to pay outward Reverence 
and Adoration when they come into his pre- 
fence,muſt want inward ſubmiflion of their 
Minds, becauſe they do not approach as he 
requires. If a Man eruly Worſhip God in his 
Spirit, it will oblige him, ifable, to perform 
theſe outward Adts ; and if he be not able, 
God, doth not require them. | 
It is in this, as in Faith, Fam. 2. 18. 
Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have 
Works: Shew me thy Faith without thy Works, 
and 1 will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. Af- 
ter the ſame manner a Man may ſay, Thou 
Worſbippeſt God inwardly in Heart and Spirit, 
and Worſhip him outwardly, and in the face 
of the-Church with my Body. Shew methy 
inward Worſhip without bowing, kneeling, or 
other Bodily A of Worſhip, and I will ſhew 
thee, my. inward Worſhip, and dread of God's 
Majeſty by the Warſhip of my Body. 
From all which ir 15 manifeſt, that our Ob- 
ligation" to_ worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
| | 'K 3 doth 
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doth no more exclude Bodily Worſhip, than 
Farth does exclude Works. | 
..2. The fecond Pretence T have heard for 
baniſhing of Bodily Adoration s much like the 
firſt. It is alledged, That God has no walue 
for it 3 and that if our Hearts are humble and 
right with God, no matter whether we ſignifie it 
by outward As of Adoration or 10, | 
But to this I anſwer, | 
7. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of 
what befits his Majeſty, and 'tis a ſure fign 
that he valueth a thing when be requires it; 
ſince therefore he has Commanded us tg ren- 
der him this Bodily Worſhip ; forus to alledge, 
That He doth not value it, is too like ſetting 
up our own Wiſdom above His, + . 
2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praifes, 
and. all the Fruits of our Lips, are outward 
things, as well as the geſtures of our Bodies, 
and God values them as little as our poſtrating 
our Bodies before him, when the Heart goes 
not along with them, as appears from-7/. r. 
where he hews his Abborrence, not only of 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and ſpreading forth Hands, but 
likewiſe of Prayers, werſ. 4. And Mark 7. 6. 
This People honoureth me with their Lips, but 
their Heart us far from me, howbeit in vain do 
they Worſhip me, &c. Yet to throw Fecal 
Prayers 4 Praiſes out of the ſervice of God, 
were rr deſtroy His Yifeble Worſhip; 
and after the fame manner to throw our all 
| WE nts __ Outward 
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Outward Signs of Reverence, ſuch as &neet- 
ing, &c. is a fair Step to it. For the ſame 
God that has ſworn, That every Tongue ſhall 
confeſs unto him, has likewiſe ſworn, That eve- 
ry knee ſhall bow unto him, Rom, 14, 11. Both 
therefore are alike required in the Horſhip of 
God, and both alike inſignificant when os 
rated from the ſincere concurrence of our 
Hearts, When the Meditations of our Hearts goi 
along with the Words of our Mouths,they are 
acceptable to God;\and when the ſubmifliote 
of 6ur Souls goes. along with the orſhip of 
our Bonses,it 1s grateful to him,and valuablein 
his ſight, as all other Acts of Obedience are. 

3- Tho' Bodily Worſhip in it ſelf were & 
{mall thing, yet the omiflion of it may bee 
great and crying Sin, and a great Contempt: 
of Almighty God. Thus eating the forbidden 
Frait was in it ſelf a very inconfiderable Out- 


| word Adtion, and! yet being farbiddes, it was 


the Ruine of all Mankind. Thus the waſh= 


ing.a Man with Water, 1, the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Gho#t, is im. it ſelf no 
| great matter, yet the willful omiſſion of it is 
{ acknowledged by moſt to be damnable. Thus 
| kneeling, or ſtanding at our Prayers, is but @ 


Ciecumftance, yet ſince God hastequired it, 


| and Holy Mer recommended it by their Ex- 


atnple,co omit it wilfully may.be a-great fing 


| andrender oyrbeſt. meant Prayers ineffectual; 


Much more muſt-it be ſinful to condemn;,or: 
K 4 mogk 
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God's Inſtitution. | 

4. As ſmall a value as you think God has 
for Outward performances, yet it is plain, 
that you lay great weight upon the doing,or 
not doing of them. In cafes of neceflity we 
think they may be lawfully omitted ; but 
you are Taught that in nocafes they may be 
lawfully practiſed. You are Taught rather 
to ſtay at Home, and not to Yorſbip God at 
all Pwblickly, than to conform in Qutward 
Geſtures, or Circumſtances. . You are advi- 
{d rather to abſtain all your Lives from the 


Lord's-Supper than receive it Kneeling. Now 


if you think God does hate them 1ſo much, 
upon ſuppoſition, that he has not required 
them, and accounts them a polluting of his 
Ordinance; How muſt it diſpleaſe him to. 
omit them, if it appears that He has.Com- 
manded them, as I think I have made ſuffici- 
ently plain ?. 

5. 1intreat'you, my Friends, te conſider, 
That whatever Bodily Worſhip be in it ſelf, yet 
to throw it out of Our Publick Aſſemblies is of 
fatal confequence;ſfince it dothin a greatmea- 
fure defeat.the deſign of them. The great de- 
{fan of PubbckWWorlbip is,Firſt,To fignifie, and 
Teſtifieto the#7r/d, the Senſe and Belief we 
have of the Bimg, Power and Providence 'of 
God, To declare his Name to our Brethren, and 
is the midft of the Church to fimg Praiſes _ 

1 4} im, 


mock at thoſe. who' practice it according to: 
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him, Heb;2.z2z. And Secondly to be a means 
to beet, ſtirup, and preſerve this ſence and 
belief? in one another, Heb. 10. 25. To both 
theſe ends, Bodily and External Worſhip do 
very much contribute; and *tis hardly poſſi 
ble to attain either of them without it. For 
we cannot ſee into one anothers Hearts, and 
therefore we muſt ſignifie our ſence and be- 
liet of God ip the Publick Aſerwblics, either 
by Words or 4&ions, and if poſhble, by ſuch 
as are peculiarly appointed by God to this pur- 
poſe. ' But in your Meetingsthere isno Obli- 
gation ON any one to fignifte his Concurrence 
with the Congregation in any Ordinary. Ae. 


} of Worſhip, either by Word or Geſture, and 
| therefore this end of Publick Aſſemblies is ut-. 

| terly defeated by you. Your Dire&qry does ; 

| not require, or allowthe People fo much as 
| to fignifie their aſſent by adding an Amen to 
| the Prayers or Thankſgivings there offered : 
| But on the contrary, you ridicule thoſe that 
| practiſein purſuant to the Directions arid Ex- 
| amples in Scripture. Andas to Geſtures, ſuch 


as kneeling, ſtanding, or bowing the Bos 8c, 


| youcondemn them all as Relidts of 74:larry, 


or SuperFtition. There remains therefore in 
your Afﬀemblies nothing whereby the Peo- , 
ple may-teftifie their Belief, or afſentto what 
they hear, - which- was- one delign of the | 


' Meeting. Thus by turning all Bodily Worſhip 


gut of- your Aſſemblies, you have made void 
£50 this 
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this great end of them, and left no viſible di. 
ſtinction whereby any one may fignifie whe. 
ther he aflents to the Worfhip that is offered, 
or difſents from it. The whole Aſſembly be- 
ing to one another meer Spettators and Hear- 
ers, not Foint-Worſhippers. 

As to the other end of Publick Forſhip, 
which is to keep alive, and ſtir up our As 
ions ; you,cannot but own that the omifli- 


on of this outward Iorſhip is'a great hin- 


drance to it. For it muſt needs be a great 
check to Dewotion to ſee a Man come into 
the preſence of God in a Chriftia» Aſſembly, 
with leſs. Reverence, or ſhew of reſpec, 
than into the preſence of an Ordinary Supe- 
rior ; and 7 nn himſelf leſs civilly there, 
than he would doin a Court of Fuitice. And 
let People pretend what they will, That can 
never be ſuitable FForſhip to God, which 


would be rudeneſs to a Fudge. And there-. | 


fore the Quakers at much more reaſonably, 
who refuſe to take off their Hats, or pay Bo- 
dily Worſhip to Men, than other Diſſenters, 
who pay itto Men,and refuſe it to God. For 


to do fo, muſt naturally tend to diftinguiſh 


the awe and ſence we ought to have of His 
Majeſty, and the belief of his peculiar pre- 
ſence in our Aſſemblies, and it is much:to be 
feared, that this proceeds too often from the 
want of fuch awe. | 


6 To 
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- 6. To conclude, There is a Language of 
Geſtures rather more ſignificant and moving 
than that ofthe Tongue; and he muſt have 
a peculiar make of Mind, that is not more a4 
wakened and affected by ſeeing a bole Con- 
gregation on their Knees, with their Hands and 
Eyes lift up to Heaven ; than to ſee them ſit- 
ting or leaning, whilſttheir Petitions are of= 
tering up to God. Words; therefore-and Ge- 
ſtures being only different parts of the Lane 


| guage whereby we expreſs and communicate 
| . our Thoughts and Afﬀections to one another, and 
| Both being recommended to us by Nature, and 


Commanded by Scripture, to be uſed in the 
Worſhip of God, he who lays alide Geſtures, 


* does fin againſt the Commendment of God, as 
| well as he that lays afide Words. TÞ hear- 
| tily with 2ou, and all Dzſſenters, wou'd con- 
| ſider this: Which if you did, I aſſure my ſelf 
| jou would perceive this to be a 4arter of ſome 
| moment ; and neither condemn our Bodily Ado- 
ration, nor continue your own'(what I muſt call) 
| Irreverence, 


3. But, Thirdly, Some alledge, for their 
omitting this Part of God's at her” 
they do not condemn Bodily Adoration in: has Se- 
vice ; but that to Standup and Kneel in the Cor- 
gregation; is fo troubleſome. to them, that they 
Jjuage they are better omitted, boot = 

To which I Anſwer, ThatT verily helieve 
that theſe Perſons do give the true —_— 

| 0 


140 "Of Bodily Worſhip, + Chap.'TV; 
of this Practice. For, as it has been ſhewn 
before, *twas of old'the Reaſon'of People's 
Negleing God's Service, and Matter of 
their Complaint againſt it, [That i was s 
2wearineſs, Mal. 1.13. But ſure, 'tis no leſs 


a Sin, to lay afide the Commandments of God 


for our- Eaſe, than to change them for the 
Traditions of Men. *Tis an Etfe& of our Na- 
tural Corruption, to deſire to ſerve God with 
that which coſts us nothing, and without trou- 
ble ; and moſtare willing to fave their Pains, 


as well as their Money, in his Service. But 


this 1s 4 certain ſign that they have little 
Heart: and Aﬀection to it: If they had, it 


would not ſeem a troubleto them to ſhew it, | 
by all the Outward Demonſtrations that the Þ 
Scriptures recommend to us. A. devout Heart | 


bows the Body, bends the Knees, and lifts up 
the Hinds in Prayer, without any trouble, 


Arid they have reafon to ſuſpect their on | 
Hearts, that find theſe Demonſtrations of Re- | 


verence to their Creator and Redeemer, Unea- 
fie to them. | 

This very Pretence ought to ſhew you, 'That 
it is the Negligence and Dead heartedneſs of 
Preple towards God's Serwice, that has banithed 
theſe Botly Adorations out of it.” We think 
it. no Diſadvantage to our Church, that we 
are forc'd to acknowledge, That:your Way 
of Warfhip' 1s much "Eaſier than turs, to'fuch as 
are oeefinr at it ; it being much l&{£ trouble 

| to 
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to a Man that has no Value fac Religion, to 

come into an Aſſembly, and there F. down, 
and lap his Cloak about him, without being 
obliged, to any Word or Geſture that may di- 
ſtarh his Sleep, or Worldly Thoughts, thati to 
be under an Obligation every moment to ſigni- 
fie his Attenticns by ſome ord or Geſture, un- 
der the Penalty of being remarked by the 
whole Congregation for his Negliggnce and 
Irreverance ; which is the caſe in our Aſ- 
ſemblies; and, *tis to be feared, is the Rea 


| fon that ſome leave us, and go where they 
| may be at Eaſe and Negligent more ſe- 
| curely. 


4. I confeſs in the Fourth place, There 


are ſome that excuſe themſelves more hand- 
| fomly, for not Kneeling at their Prayers, 


&c. Say they, We want Conveniency, we have 


' 20 10098 to Kneel. 


_ To theſe we Anſwer, That where ſuch a 


| thing is omitted out of Neceſſity, not Negli- 
# gence Or Contempt, WE believe God will not 


impute it to them, neither do we accuſe 
them for it. | 

But then we cannot but obſerve, that this 
5 not the general Reaſon of Omitcing this 
Part of God's Worſhip among you. For. 

1, Furſt, It is not your Cuſtom to Kned 
in your Publick Worſhip, though you have 
Conveniency, asis manifeſt from the Prac- 
tice in all your Meetings; in which I could 
never 


never learn that any one Kneeled: on the 
contrary you condemn Us who do: 

2. When you want Comveniency for Kncel: 
*p, you might St2nd at your Prayers;which 
is a Scripture-Poſture as well as Kneeling. You 
might Du your Bodies when you come into 


God* Preſence ; you might contirmue Urcove þ 


red whil'ft in it: but: you omit aff theſe, as 
well as Kneeling ; and thereby plainly ſhew, 
that your Neglect in this Point, i an effe& 
of Choice, not Neceſſity. | 


2. If Kneeling at Publick Prayers be 4 Duty, | 


we are obliged to- provide Conveniency for it; 
for ic-is certainly a Sin, to ſuffer any Part of 
God's Service to be © omitted, for' want of 
Care. It is as eafie to provide Conyeniency 


for Kneeling, as for Sitting, in Publick Aſſem- | 


Blies: Andif we conſider how Careful moſt 
People are to provide Seats for their Eaſe; 
and how Negligent to make any Proviſion 


for Keeling; Tis but tod manifeſt a Sign | 


(whatever is pretended) that they are much\ 
more zealous for their Eafe, than for the 
Service of God. 

But what Conveniency is it that Men de- 
' fre? Tt is eaſie for them to have as much 
Conveniency as St. Paul and his Congregs- 
tion had, when they Eneeled on the Shore, 
AF. 20, If they had the Devotion of Saint 
Paul, they would not fail to imitate his Ex- 
ample: Be ye followers (faith he) of me, as 1 

b: an 
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am of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in this particular z and ſurely we 
ought to follow his,except wethink our ſelves 
grown Wiſer than he was, or preferr our 
Eaſe to our Duty. 

But the Truth of the Matter, as it ſeems 
to me, is, "That your —_— to Kneel at 
the moſt ſolemn of all Chriſtian Qrdinances, the 
Lord's-Supper, does harden #..- againſt Re- 
verence if1 the other Parts of Divme Worſhip. 
And it is no wonder it ſhou'd do fo; for if 
Reverence be not thought Neceſſary in that 
Duty, it may well ſeem Unneceſſary in any 
other. | 
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What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concern- 


ing the Frequency of Celebrating it. 
LTHE Eith Main and Subſtantial Part 


of.the ordivary Worſhip of God; in the | 


Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, is, the Celebration of the 
Lord's-Supper. It is not to be expected that 


I ſhould treat concerning the Preparation | 
requiſite in the Receivers, or any of thoſe F 
other Circumſtances which are generally | 
agreed on as neceſſary in this Matter, and F 


concerning which ſo many excellent Trea- 


tiſes are extant. I ſhall confine my ſelf to | 
-one Point, and that is the Frequency of ir, as | 


a Publick A of Worſhip ; and Examine, Firſt, 
What the Þſtitution hnd Praficeof the Church 
of God, in Scripture, teach us, as to this Par- 
eicular. Secondly, Chmpare our Prattict 
therewith. And, Thirdly, The Pra&ice-of 
thoſe who differ from us. 

As tothe Frequency of Celebrating the Lord :- 
Supper, I find many People of Opinion, That 


the Scriptures have determined nothing init ; 
| all 
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and that therefore it is intirely left to the 
Diſcretion of the Mimnifters, how often they 

all Celebrate it, and to the People's, how 
key will receive it: And that on this 
Account, every, one is left to judge for him- 
ſelf, when he will be a Partaker of it, as he 
thinks it moſt for his Comfort and Edification ; 


which makes the Celebration and Receiving it 
ſo Arbitrary a thing, that many never receive 


| itat all. And the Univerſal Neglect of it 


is become one of the Crying Sins of theſe 
Kingdoms, and a great Objection againſt the 


| Reformation. 


- But if we conſider the I#t#tios of this 


Sacrament it will help us to paſs a right Judg- 
| ment, as to the Obligation of the Frequency 
| that lies on us. TI ſhall endeavour to make. 
| this plain in the following Particulars. 


1, Our Saviour,when he had bleſſed,broken, 


| and delivered the Bread to his Diſciples, Cory- 
| manded them to Take, Eat, and Do This, 


that they ſaw Him do, in» Remembrance of 
bim: And when he had Bleſſed the Cup, and 
given it to them, he Commanded them to 
Drink all of it ; and as often as they Drink it, 
to do it in Remembrance of him, 1 Cor. 11. 26, 
Now I conceive the moſt Natural Interpre- 
tation of theſe Words of our Saviour, Do 
This in Remembrance of Me, and This do Ye as 
often as you drink it, in Remembrance of a 

K e, 
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be, as if he had ſaid, © We have now: Ce- 
* lebrated together the Fewiſh Paſſeover in 
* Remembrance of our Fore-fathers delive- 
© rance out of Egypt. But I am about to 
* purchaſe for you by my Death a much 
© more glorious deliverance from theſlavery 


© of Sin, and the power of Hell, And : 
&* order you for the future to dothis (which | 


© you ſee done by Me) in Remembrance of | 


& Me, as what you have hitherto done, has 
© been in Remembrance of your Delive- 
< rance out of Egypr. From this Inſtitution 
it appears, | 

1. That the Lord's-Supper'is ſubſtituted in 
the place of the Paſſcover, which was Com- 


4 


F 


manded by the Law to be Celebrated once 
in the Year ; and that in a place youe Z 
ed by God, where all //rae} were to aſſemble Þ 


for it, 


Place, or prefixt time for the Celebration 


bis Supper that ſucceeds it ; which makes it : 
much more eaſie for us to obſerve it, and Þ 
renders us much more inexcuſable if weneg- F 


lect it. 


2. Since Our Saviour has taken off the | 
Confinement to Time and Place, that made | 
the Paſſeover ſuch a Burthen. Ir follows that 
they who Celebrate it ſeldomer thanthe Fews Þ 
did their Paſſover,muft needshave leſs* regard | 
to the memory of Chriſt's Death, and the 
Celverance 


2. That Our Sawiowr has confin'd us to no 7 
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deliverance wrought by it, than the Fews 
had to their Deliverance out of Egypr : There 
being ng other imaginable reaſon that can 
tempt them to neglect purifying themſelves 
for this folemnity of Worſhip, and frequent- 
ing it, but the deadneſs of their Hearts to- 
wards Chriſt, and the want of Sexſe, Grati- 
tude and Love towards their Mailer. 

4. Chriſt's poſitive Command to Do the 
in Remembrance of Him, &c. muſt oblige us 
in /azze. Times, and in ſome Circumſtances: 
And there can be no better way of determi- 
ning ber we are obliged to do it, than by 
jr Lam when God in his goodneſs give us 
Opportunity, for cither we are then obliged 
to do it, or elſe we may chooſe whether we 
will ever do it or no; there being no better 
means of determining the frequency, than 
this of God's giving us the opportunity. And 
the fame Rule holding in all other general 
poſitive Commands, ſuch as in thote that 
| oblige us to Charity, we may be ſare.it holds + 
likewiſe in this. Therefore whoever flights, 
or neglects any. Opportunity of Receiving, 
| Which God affords him, does fin as certainly 
* as he whobeingenabled by God to perform an 
| Ad of Charity, and invited by a fir Ob- 
| x, negleRs to Relieve him, or ſhuts up 
| his Bowels of Compaſſion againſt him con- 
| cerning whom the Scripture aſſure us, That 
| the Love of God dwells not in him: And the 
L 2 Argument 
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Argument is rather ſtronger againſthim who 
neglects this Holy Sacrament ; for how can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man has a true love for 
his Savor, or a due ſenſe of his ſufferings, 
who refuſes, or negle&s to remember the 
greateſt of all Benefits, in the eaſfieft man- 
ner, tho'Commanded to do it by his Redeem- 
er, and invited bya fair opportunity of God's 
own offering. 

5. It is manifeſt, that if it be not our 0» 
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Faults, we may have an Opportunity every | 


Lord's-Day when we meet together ; And 


therefore that Church is guilty of laying a-- : 
fide this Command, whoſe Order of Worſhip | 


doth not require and provide for this Pra- 
_ ctice. Chriſt's Command ſeems to lead us F 
directly to it: For, Do this in remembrance of | 
Af, implies, that Chriſt was to leave them; | 


that they were to meet together after he was 
p_ and that he required them to remem- 


r him at their Meetings whilſt he was ab- | 
ſent. The very Deſign ofour Publick Meet- | 


ings on the Lord"s-day, and not on the Few- 
iſ Sabbath, is to remember, and keep up in 
our Minds a ſenſe of what Chriſt did and ſuf- 
fered for us, till He come again; and this we 


are obliged to do, not in ſuch a manner as | 


our 091 Invention ſuggeſts, but by ſuch naeans 
as Chriſt himſelf has preſcribed to us; that 15, 
by celebrating this Holy Sacrament. 


It ſeems thenprobable from the very If 
| turien 


WTO) Q 


Se.r. How Warranted by Scripture. 149 


zation of this Sacrament, that our Saviour de- 
ſigned it ſhould be a part of God's Service, 
in all the ſolemn Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as 
the Paſſeever was inthe Yearly Aſſemblies of 
the Fews. To know therefore how often 
Chriſt requires us to celebrate this Feaſt, we 
have no more to do, but to enquire how of- 
ten Chriſt requires us to Meet together ; that 
is, at leaſt every Lord 5-day. 

IT. And the ſame is fooker manifeſt, in 
the ſecond place, from the Examples of the 
Apoſtles, and of the Churches of God in the 
New Teſtament. They cannot be ſuppoſed 
but to have underſtood what Chriſt meant by 
theſe Words, Do ths in remembrance of Me; 
and if it appears that they did make this Feaſt 
a conſtant part of their Ordinary Worſhip, we 
may ſafely conclude, That Chriſt meant it 
ſhould be fo. And here 'tis obſervable, That 
we do not find any ſolemn ſtated Meeting of Chri- 
ftians for Worſhip in the whole New Teſtament 
without it. 

At firſt the Diſciples had their Meetings 
every Day, and then they likewiſe daily re- 
received this Sacrament, A&s 2. 46. And they 
continued daily with one Accord in the Temple, 
and in breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe: 
And St. Paul ſuppoles that their Mettings to- 
gether was on purpoſe, and with expreſs 
Deſign to Celebrate this Feaſt, 1 Cor. 10.20. 
When ye come together therefore into one place, 

L 3 Fo 
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this 3s not to eat the Lord's-Supper ; which in- 
timates, That one main Detign of their c0- 
ming together, was and ought to have been 
zo eat the Lord's Swpper ; tho' by their misbe- 
haviour they fo” corrupted the Ordinance ; 
chat it could' not be called Hz Szpper. 

If one ſhould now reprove haiftzans, 
whom they obſerve to miſ-behave themſelves 
in Church, in theſe Words: When you come to- 
gether into one place, That is not to hear the Word 
of God Preached to you ; for one is Talking, and 
another is Sleeping: Wou'd not every Body 
conclude, That in the Opinion of the Repro- 
-ver, the Hearing of the Word of God Preached 
ought to be one End of their coming toge- 
cher? And then ſurely the Apoſtles Evie, 
that hen you come together into one place, this 
3s r:0t to eat the Lord's Supper, &Cc. gives us 
2round to conclude, that in his Opinion, 
Eating the Lord's Supper oughtto be onecon- 
ſtant End of our coming together. Which 
is further manifeſt from the Advice he gives 
them, Verl. 33. Wherefore, my Brethren, when 
Fe come together to eat, tarry one for another. 
One End therefore of their coming together, 
was, as Children come together in a Fami- 
ly at Meal-time, that is, to be fed at their 
tather's Table: For what the Apoſtle called 
in the former Verſe, coming together mo 
one place; inthis Verſe he calls, coming toge- 
ther 70 ear ; 1ntiumating, that. a main me 'of 
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cheir coming together to oe place, was to 
eh, 
| 3. When the Meeting of Chriſtians came 
to be fixed to the Firſt day of the Week, or 
the Lord's-Day, the Breaking of Bread was 
likewiſe brought to the ſame Day: So A#s 
20.7. And upon the firſt Day f the Week, when 
the Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul 
preached unto them. From which words we 
may conclude two things : Firſt, That, the 
Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
time of Publick Worſhip. Secondly, That 
the Breaking of Bread, or celebrating the 
Holy Euchariſt, was a part of that Worſhip, 
The Scriptureis as plain for the one as the 0- 
ther. There have been ſome Diſputes rai- 
ſed about Changing the Day of Worſhip from 
the Laſt to the Firſt Day of the Week, and 
this place is uſually produced to juſtifie the 
Change; and ſure the ſame place is as clear 
for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper on 
that Day, as for the Obſervation of the Day it 
ſelf, inſtead. of the Sabbarh. And therefore 
whoever wilfully paſſes the Lord's-day with- 
out it, doth not obſerve it as the Scriptures 
from the Practice of the Diſciples, direc us 
to to do. 
4. I haveendeavoured all along to confine 
my ſelf to the plain words of Scripzure, and 
to uſe ſuch Arguments only, as the meaneſt 


Perſons mighr be able to judge of from their 
L 4 Bibles : 
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Bibles: Yet in a Controverted place of Scrip- 
ture Concerning the meaning of a Com- 
mand of Chriſt,relating to ft fitive Du- 
ty,l take the conſtant practiſe of the Church 
” hk the Apoſtles downward, to be a good 
means of determining the ſenceof it: and as 
there is not any Example of a ſtated Aſſem- 
bly for Worſhip in the New Teſtament with- 
out the Lord's Supper, 1o I think there is not 
any, Exampleof that Nature in all Antiquity. 
For the truth of which, I appeal to thoſe that 
are skill d in it. The nearer we come to the 
Apoſtles, we ſhall {till find the Lord's-Supper 
the more punqually obſerved, as a conſtant 
part of the Ordinary Service of the Church: 
And *tis remarkable, that when firſt ſome 
who had been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began to go away 
from the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving 
(which was a corruption that came in about 
200 Years after Chriſt) it was looked on as 
fo great an Innovation and breach of the 
Scripture-R #le, that the Church decreed who- 
foever was guilty of it ſhould be Excommu- 
nicated. So, particularly the Ninth of thoſe 
commonly called the Canons of the ApoFtes, 
and the ſecond Cane of the Council of Antioch, 
Thus the Practice of the Church continued 
for many Ages. And tho? thegenerality of 
Men could net be perſwaded conſtantly to 
partake of the Lord's-Supper, after the Dil- 
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cipline of the Church was diffolved, and the 
Piety of Men began-to cool, yet ftill it was 
Celebrated on the Lord"'s-Day, according to 
the firft ſettled Pra#ice of the Church. 

5. And indeed the corrupt practice of the 
ſolitary Maſſes of the Papiſtsis a further evi- 
dence of its being counted Originally apart of 
the ordinary Worſhip of God,I think it iscon- 
feſſed by all,even by the Papis themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſſes had their Original from 
the univerſal corruption and negligence of 
Chriſtians ; for whilſt the People had either 
Piety or Zeal, they communicated with 
the Biſhop, or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, 
at leaſt a competent number of them: But 
when Piety and Devotion were in a manner 
loft in the corrupt Ages of the Church, it 
came to'* paſs, that tho' the Miniſter Conſe- 
crated the Elements every Lord's-day, accor- 
ding to the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could prevail with few 
or none to receive with him, but was often 
forced to receive alone. This was a great 
Corruption and a falling from the Scriprure- 
precedent ;- but the Roman Church inſtead of 
Reforming the Abuſe, by obligingthe People 
to receive as formerly, corrupted her Prin- 
ciples, as well as Pgactice, and decreed it 
' lawful and ſufficient for the Prie/? to receive 
alone. Yet this abuſe ſhews us what ſhould 
be, and whathas been the Profice; and _ 

e 
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the Churchhas conſtantly reckoned the Lord's- 
Supper, as an ordinary part of Publick Wor- 
ſhip in Chriftian Aſſemblies on ſolemn Days ; 
and ſure then to lay itaſide can be termed no 
lefs than an Invention of our own, ſince we 
can neither in Scripture, or in the Church of 
God for 1400 Years together,(which is a ſuf- 
ficient Commentary on the Scripture Text) 
produce one Example of a ſtated folemn 
Chriſtian Aſſembly without it, 


SECT. IL 


The Praftice of Our Church as to Frequent 
Communzons. 


y= Aving thus conſider'd the Rules and 
| , Examples that the Scriptures afford us 

in this point, let us in the ſecond place com- 
pare the Rules and PraFices of Our Church 
with this Pattern. I will not pretend that 
they come fully upto it, this being the moſt 
defeRtive part of the Reformation ; but I doubt 
not, on view,it will appear, that Our Church 
comes nearer the Scripture precedent, than 
perhaps any other. 

"Twas the deſign of the Reformation, to 
throw out the corruptigns of the Church of 
Rome, and to bring hi 
practiſed in the _—_ time,and in the purer 
Ages of the Church. And as to the preſent 

point 
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Point before us, Our Reformers foundtwo cor- 
ruptions crept in by time : The firſt was, 
That the Prieft received the Lord's-Supper 
alone, without the people, which deftroyed 
the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com- 
tminion ; The fecond was, That the People 


| —_— they had ſufficiently obferved the 
L, , 


5-day if they ſaw Maſs, without under- 
ftanding it, or receiving. Our Church there- 
fore to Reform the firſt of theſe, Ordains, 
That there ſhall be no Communion except 4. 
(or 3 at the leaſt) Communicate with the 
Prieft. So where 3 are willing to Receive, 
the Miniſters may proceed to the Holy Com- 
munion every Lord's-day. For our Savionr has 
promiſed, that here 7290 or three are met toge= 
ther, he will bein the midſt of them. - 

Three therefore make a Congregation, and 
have a Title to the Ordinances of Chriſt ; and 
there is no reaſon that the Obſtinacy or Neg- 
ligence of others ſhould hinder ſuch as are- 
willing from Worſhipping Ged, according to- 
his Inſtitution; and therefore our Church has- 
taken care to provide forthem, by Ordering 
that ſome partof the Communion-Service be 
read every Lord's-day ; both with deſign to 
put all the People in mind of their Duty, and 
to accommodate ſuch as can be prevail'd on 


and the practice of the Primitive Chur 
2. Its 


'{ herein co live up to the Rules of —_— 
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2. *Tis Ordered, That in Cathredral and 
Collegiate Churches and Colleges, where there 
are many Prieſts and Deacons, they ſhall 
- pag the Communion every Sunday at the 
ealt. | 
3- That every Pariſhioner ſhall Communi- 
Cate at leaſt threetimes in the Year, whereof 
Eaſter to be one; and ſurely ſuch as cannot 
fit themſelves ſo often, muſt, in their own 
Opinion, be out of the ſtate of Grace, and 
deſerve to be Excommunicated by the 
Church. 

4. Laſtly, As to our Practice we have 
prevailed io far, that Univerfally the Lord's 
Supper is Celebrated Thrice every Year; and 
where either our Per{ſwaſions, Arguments, 
or Entreaties can prevail with our People, 
we have Monthly . Communions ; and in 
Cities and large Towns, by thechanging the 
Monthly Days in ſeveral Churches, People 
that are devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportuni- 
ties of Receiving Weekly : And we have 
reaſon to bleſs God that our Church wants 
not ſome, and I hope I may fay many 
{uch. 

5. Upon the whole, it muſt be confeſ- 
fed, That to hold Solemn Aſſemblies of 
Chnitians withour Communicating, is 4a 
corruption of Popery, and came in by difſo- 
lution -of Manners, and ſlackning of the 


Diſcipline of the Church ; and tho' we have 
| not 


Sect.2.' How pradtiſed by our Church. 157 


not: been able to Root-out and Reform this 
Popiſh Prattice intirely, yet we have done 
our Endeavour; and, by God's Blefling, 
may ſay, we have made ſome progreſs in 
it; infomuch that if we take that for 
Ordinary which has a conſtant fixed time 
for its Obſervation; the Holy Sacrament 
is an Ordinary part of our publick Service of 
God. 

And I verily perſwade my ſelf, That by 
God's Aﬀiſtance we ſhouldhave brovght our 
People before now to the Scripture-Order of 
conitant Weekly Communicating, had not 
the Ill Example and Obſtinacy of tho{z that 
ſeparate from our Church, encouraged them 
in their Negligence, and weakned our Diſ- 
cipline : For our Church orders Non Commu- 
nicauts to be preſented and puniſhed; and 
our Minifſtersdo not generally flatter the Peo- 
ple in their Sin, or difſemble their Duty in 
this point; but frequently and earneſtly, by 
Sermons, Admonitions, and Treatiſes purpoſely 
publiſhed to this intent, preſs themto ir; and 
therefore we are blameleſs before God and 
Man. Nor is it our Fault that the practice 
of our People is not Reformed, according 
to the Pattern of the Apoſtolick ChurÞ, and 
the Rules of our Own: So that we cannot be 
accuſed of laying aſide the Commandments of 
God, or of teaching any Doctrine of our er 
Izvention in this particular ; tho* we are yet 
£00 


too far ſhort of the Primitive Prafice and I 
ſtitution, - 


SECT. IIF. 
The Praftiſe of the Diſſenters about Fre- 


quency of Communicating, 


T. | home now (according to my former 
.Method) to You, my Friends, who 
Diſſent from us, and intreat %# to Examine, 
with Me, your Principles and Pratice, by 
theſe Scripture Rules and Examples : And 
here firſt I muſt obſerve.to you, That you 
Haveno fixt or ſet Times for the Adminitſtra- 
tion of this Sacrament ; on the contrary, 
your Dire&ory orders, That the times how often 
zh z to be Celebrated may be conſidered and de- 
rermined by the Miniſters and other Church-Go- 
wernours of each Gongregation, as they ſhall-find 
moſt convenient for the Comfort and Edification f 
the People committed to their charge : By whic 
Rule, the Lord's-Supper is Excluded from be- 
* ing any ordinary conſtant part of God's Ser- 
vice, it being referred to the Diſcretion of 


the Mgrifters and Elders of each Congregation 


to determine, as in other occaſional things, 
how often the People ſhail have the comfort 
of it. It had been as reaſonable to referr it 
to their Diſcretion how. often the People 


ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing the 
Scriptures 
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Scriptures read, of joyning in the Praiſes of 
God, or in Prayers to Him, which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every Lord 5-day. 
Had they made the ſame Rule for the Holy 
Communion, they had, indeed, conformed 
to the Scripture-Precedent, and might have 
pretended to ſome Reformation : But. 0 
leave the Celebration of this Feaſt altoge- 
ther - Diſcretionary, I have ſhewed to be 
direaly againſt what we find practiſed in 
Scripture. 

TI. Whereas it is a Corruption of Popery, 
to ſuffer the People to be preſcnt at the Pub. 
lick Aſſemblies for Worſhip and Celebration 
of the Lord's-Supper, without vein obliged ro 
Receive; your Teachers, inltead of endea- 
vouring to Reform this Abuſe and Innovation, 
have fallen into another Practiſe as unprece- 
dented in Scriptwre, the Excluding this Sa- 
crament intirely from your Ordinary ſolemn 
Meetings. And truly, in this Point » You 
ſeem more inexcuſablethan the Papiſts them- 
ſelves; for the Papiſts order the Elements to 
be Conſecrated every Lord s. Day, and di- 
ſtributed to thoſe that deſire it : But your 
Teachers neither Offer it tothe People, norin- 
vite them to it; nay, fo far are they from it, 
that they do not ſo much as afford an Oppor- 
uni e that deſire to be conſtant Re- 
ceivers: Which is plainly to multiply the 
Abuſes infroduced by Popery, inſtead of Re- 
forming Them. Il. They 


260 Of the Lordl's-Supper, Chap.V. 


ITE. They rarely preſs their People to Com. 
municate : They have few Sermons or Diſcour- 
ſes to thar purpoſe; and many of them con- 
demn our Zeal, for endeavouring to reſtore 
the conftant Communion precedented in Scrip- 
ture. 

I muſt further make you ſenſible, that your 
Practiſe is yet worſe than your Principles. 
Your Dire&ory owns, that the Communion, or 
Supper of the Lord, is frequently to be Celebra- 
ted, &c, But it fares with this, as with all 
other indefinite Rules ; they ſignifie only, 
that People may do what they pleaſe in the 
caſe. No body can certainly tell what fre- 
quently, many, often, or convenient, ſignifie ; 
and therefore , where only theſe Words 
are uſed in a Rule, it is little better, than 
to have no Rule at all, as appears in this 
very Caſe: for, when People were relaxed 
from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of 
thoſe of your Perſwaſion from us, the Lords 
Supper was laid aſide wholly, for ſeveral 
Years, by ſome Congregations; and at laſt 
too many came to look on it as a Matter of 

no conſtant Neceſlity. I appeal to 72u, whe- 
ther it is not yet reckoned a great thing 
among many of you, if once in a Year or 
two a Communion be celebrated in one of 
your Meetings: nay, among ſome of you, 


ir is often omitted for ſeveral Years toge- 
thes 
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ther ; and in ſome Places, for ten or more. 
I fear I may ſay, Your People generally have 
200 little Senſe of the Obligation of Receiving it 
at all; and your Miniſters indulgethem ſo far 
in this Corruption, that a Man may live com- 


| foal amongſt you,and with the Reputation of 


a Profeſſor, to Thirty or Forty Years of Ape, 
and never Receive at all: And by the beſt 
Enquiry I cou'd make, I cou'd not compute 
that One in Ten that go to your Meetings ever 
Receive,through the whole courſe of their Lives, 
notwithſtanding Chrif's poſitive Conimand 
to do it in remembrance of Him. So unhappily 
are Men over-ſeet: in laying aſide the Com- 
mands of God, for their Own Inventions, IT 
ſhould be glad to find that I were miſtakenin 
this Computation: In the mean time, you muſt 
give me leave to tell you plainly, That this 
Practiſe of Rare or No Communion, is {0 pecu- 
liarly your own, that I think you are altogether 
ſmgularin it; andare fo far om having any 
Precedent for it in Scripture, that I doubt 
whether any Precedent can be found for you, 
even amongſt the moſt degenerated or Bar= 
barous People that ever called themſelves Chri- 
FHians. 


And therefore, if you have either any 


true Regard for Scripture, or Reverence for 


the Conſtant and Univerſal Practice» of the 


Church of God. You ought to reflect upon your 
> Practice 
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Practice herein ; and conſider how Yiu can 
anſwer it to God, or your Conſciences. 

I will not examine the Reaſons, common- 
ly given for your Omiſſions in this weight 
Aﬀiir ſince it is manifeſt no Reaſon of Man's 
Invention ought to be admitted for dire& 
Diſobedience to Chriſt's Command. If you are 
Chri#tians in earneſt, you ought, as often as 
you have Opportunity, to remember the great 
Love of our Lord and Maſter, as he has Com- 
mandetl ; And your Miniſters ought to take 


care to afford you frequently ſuch Opportuni- Þ 
ties. If you or they negledt this, T do not ſee | 
how you can with Reaſon inſiſt ſo much on: 


the Purity and Obſervation of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 


Hon. 
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CONCLUSION. 


] Have y=u —_— the Five Principal 

Parts of the Publick Worſhip of God ; and 
(I hope) in all of them have made good 
what I firſt undertook ; and ſhewed, that 
there needs no more to juſtifte the Publick 
Service of our Church, than to compare it 
with the Rules and Examples of Scripture. T 
have only a few Words to add, by way of 
Concluſion, firſt to my Brethren of the Clergy, 
and then to the Zairz who are under my 
Charge. 


To the Conforming CLERGY 
of DERRY. 


T, AN D Firſt, as to you, My Brethren, 
that are of Our Communion, and own 

My Authority, let me, as a Brother , and @ 
Fellow-Labourer, Exhort you to be Thank- 
ful to God,that has entruſted you with ſuch 
an excellent Miniſtry and Service ; which 
being built on fo ſure a Foundation as the 
Word of God, can never be ſhaken, or put 
2 you 
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you to any great Difficulty to defend it, 


tince you need no more than the plain 
Words of your Bibles, without Gloſs, or Com- 
mentators, to aſſert and juſtifie it. 


2. Letme recommend to you Reverence, 
Devotion and Diligence, in the Uſe of this 
Service, T have already obſerved, That there 
is a Language of Geſtures rather more ſigni- 
ficant and affeting than that of Words, It 
becomes us therefore, not only to Love and 
Uſe our Service, but likewiſe to recommend 


it to the People, by a diſtin and affedtio-' 


nate manner of Pronouncing and Reading 
it, and by a devout and grave Behaviour at 
ict. "This can never be preſſed too much 
on you, or on others by you ; ſince *tis ab- 
folutely nec:!fary wo give Life and Efficacy to 
it ; as the contrary will expoſe the be/# and 
oft ſacred thing to contempt, and bring a 
greater Diſparagemenit on our Service, than 
all Our Adwcrſaries Endeavours can ever do. 
Though Our Service be Appointed by God, 
and I/arranted by Scripture; yet. event God's 
Appointments are Abommation to him, when 
feparated from the heart, and -are only ac- 
Ceptable to him, as they contribute to 1- 
ward Devotion. Let me therefore intreat 
you to labour ſo to perform the Serwviceof Our 
Church, that it may attain the End for which 
Ges has deſign'd Hs Horlbip.. 

J. Ounce 
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3. Since the Service of Our Church is ſuch 
25 God has required in his Ford, let nothing 
diſcourage us in the Uſe of it: Let us re- 
member that we perform it in Obedience tg 
Ged; And though ſome Hate, fome Re- 
vile, and ſome Deſpiſeit, yet that the Au- 
thour of it is able to Vindicate ir. This is 
no New Thing, "Tis the Entertainmentthe 
World hath generally given God's Service, and 
his Truths: And therefore neither Obſti- 
nacy, Perverſeneſs, or Negligence of the 
People, whom you are to Perlwade, ought 
to Diſcourage you. Be Diligent,be Conſtant, 
be Reſolute, and be afſured, that God will 
always give you Succefs, fo far as is neceſ- 
fary to ſupport his Trurh. All Means are 
therefore to be attempted; and when one 
faileth, another is to be applied: And the 
more averſe People ſeem to the Way of 
Worſhip preſcribed by God, and the more 
eager they are for any Corruption, the more 
Induſtry is to be uſed to bring them off, 
from it; and when all other Means fail, 
carneſt Prayers and Interceſſions with God {till 
remain : We are never to Deſpair, whilſt 
we have God's Truth on our fide, though 
whole Provinces ſhould fall off from the 
Church; As at they in Aſia did from Saint 
Paul, '2 7i,. 1.15. Though few or none 
ſhould believe owr Report, as it happened to 
$195 | M g . Our 
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Our Sqgviour Himſelf ; yet God will have a 
Reward for the Faithful Endeavours of his 
Miniſters: And therefore we muſt not de- 
ſift, though People ſeem Obſtinate ; but i 
ſeaſon, and out of Seaſon, by Exhortation and 
Writing, by all Means of Importunity and 
Induſtry, we muſt preſs them to their Duty, 
and endeavour to bring them back to the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, as he has Inſtituted 
It. 


4. Let me put you in mind, That the 
Motives you have to do your Duty , are 
the moſt Noble and Generous that can be : 
Andyou have this Advantage, that you can- 
not be ſuppoſed to be zealons in your Of- 
fice, aut of any private Intereſt, or profpe&t 
of particular Profit. Your Maintenance and 
Preferments are aſcertained to you by Law, 
and do not depend on the Voluntary Con- 
tribution of the People. And as you are 
under no Temptation to pleaſe thefn , by 
complying with their Vices or Humours ; 
ſo neither can you be ſuſpeRed to be Dili- 
gent and Induſtrious in your Office, out of 
any ſuch mean Conſiderations. Since there- 
fore what Pains you take, may well be ſup- 
poſed to proceed only from Senſe of Duty, 
and the Love of God, let me intreat you 
to labour in it. It is certain , That neither 
Popularity, Fation, nor Worldly Intereſt, 
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can influence you to this, fo as they may 
ſome, that have no other way to attain to 
Honour, or Support, but by making or gain- 
ing a party. But God forbid that true Piety 
and Zeal for Souls, ſhould work leſs effeu- 
ally npon you, than thoſe carnal 2nd ſervile 
Motives do on others, 


Let metherefore earneſtly encourage and 
1ntreat you to do it more and more, and that 
you will endeavour to become all things to all 
Men ; and decline none of thoſe 4rrts which 
are allowable, when applied, to gain thePeo- 
ple to Truth and Holineſs ; but very Wick- 
os when employed to divide and ſeduce 
tnem. 


5. Lex me put you in mind , That you 
are Ainifters of the Goſpel, and not of a 


. Party: And therefore it concerns you 


to mind the common Intereſt of Holineſs . 
and Religion, more than thoſe Differences 
that. are often of little Concern in them- 
ſelves, and are inſiſted on only as the Oc- 
cations and Badges of thoſe People, who be- 
ing reſolved to ſeparate themſelves, are ob- 
liged to tdke up little Differences for a Di- 
ſtin&tion. The leſs you meddle with theſe 
Diſputes, it is commonly the better: And 
indeed it is not prudent to mention them, 
till Mens Minds be fitted and prepared by a 
| M 4 trug 


Concluſion, 


true Senſe of the great Duties of Religion : 
And then the beſt way, perhaps, will be, 
to ſhew of what little weight they are, to 
cauſe or juſtifie Diviſions or Quarrelsamongſt 
Chriſtians. | 


I am well aware that it may be objected 


to us, That whilſt we preſs the | 5a Duties 
of the Firſt and Second Table, and fpend our 
Pains and Diligence in Defending our Com- 
2m Chriftianity againſt Papiſts ," Socimans, 
Deiſts and Atheifs, thoſe that are our Ad- 
werſaries in theſe leſſer Points,have made their 
Advantage of Our being etnployed againſt the 
Common Enemy, to undermine us with the 
, People; nay, that ſome of them have been 
Joined with thoſe Enemies to pull down Our 
Conſtitution. But yet 'I perſwade my ſelf, 
that weare in leſs hazatd from them, whilft 
we do our Duty, and apply ourſelves to the 
great and common Obligations of Our Holy 
Religion, than if we ſhould leave this expo- 
fed to the Aſaults of Our' common Enemies, 
to guard our ſelves from the Attempts of 
ſuch back Friends. We muft therefore have an 
Eye to them ; but the other, - the Great and 
Common - Truths and Duties of *the Goſpel, 
muft be our main Buſineſs, K 
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I might add many more Remarks proper 
to my preſent Subjet, but I know your 
own Prudence and Obſervation areſufficient to 
ſuggeſt them to you ; I ſhail. only add my 
Prayers for you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Zeal, and effectually turn them 
to his own Glory. | 


To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 


Ut as to 72u, My Brethren, That difown 
my Communion and Authority, T have. 
reaſon to fear that what I ſhall offer to you, 
may receive ſome prejudices from my Srar:- 
- on and CharaFer, with which you ſeem of- 
fended: Yet reaſon is reafon from whomſoe- 
ver it proceeds ; and I only deſire that you 
would weigh ſeriouſly what I have here of-' 
fered, in S_ of the Service of Our Church : 
and if the 4rguments do not convince Nowu,yet 
kr me 'proy-20u to reflect thus far onthe mat- 
ter, asto remember, that all Mens minds are 
not of the ſame make; and that it hecomes 
Nu, and all good Men, at leaſt to treat Our 
Service with reſpect; ſince we believe, and 
think we haye proved, That it is clearly, 
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founded on the Word of God. Tt will notex- 
cuſe ſcurrilous or unſeemly RefleQions on it, 
to ſay that we are miſtaken : For all Mer 
are failtble, and you may as well be miſtaken 
as you ſuppoſe #* are ; And therefore leſt 
2» ſhould bein the wrong, it will be the ſa- 
feſt way to be modeſt in eenſuring. 


No Man ought to take it ill that another 
propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opinion ; but to 
ff at, or revile any prattice, or opinion that 
another believes to be founded on the Word 
of God, 1s not only 1!] Manners , but is of 
dangerous Conſequence ; being apt to breed 
Bitterneſs, and Animeſities between the Par- 
ties: Andifitſhould happen ina Caſe where 
the Practice, or Opinion is really Warranted by 
the Word of God, it would be a Blaſphemy 
and Impiety, And therefore in all Matters 
of Religion w2. ought to avoid this manner 
of Treatment ; and whatever Book uſes it, 
we need trouble our felves no farther with 
it, for it Certainly is written only to ſerve a 
Party, and not Truth. | 


There is another thing that in Fuftice ] 
\ think T may requeſt of. 2, which is, That 
in Nur Worſhip and Fraftice, Yeu will not make 
the Difference between us ſeem greater than 
really it is To abſtain from a thing con- 
tcicdto be lawful in the Serwice of __—_—_ 

y 
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ly becauſe obferved by us, is ſurely very far 
rom a Spirit of Meekneſs and Moderation : 
And therefore I may hope that you will not 
Indulge Your People in ſuch affeted diſtances, 
that can ſerve to no other purpoſe, but to 
make Parties irreconcileable ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater -bitterneſs of Spirit than a 
good Man can, be guilty of towards any Chri- 
itian. 


And that 7% may underſtand my Mind 
the better in this Matter, I will give Ju @ 


| few Inſtances that I hope will be inoffen- 


five; and in which we may juſtly expect 
Your Compliance. 


1, The firſt is in the uſe of the Lords- 
Prayer Which is owned in Tour larger Cate- 
chiſm, to be Not only for Direftiov, as a Pat- 
tern according $0 which we are to make other 
Prayers, but may be alſo uſed as @ Prayer, And 
in your Dzrettory tis recommended to be uſed 
in the Prayers of the Church, Yet I am infor- 
med that Tor, my Brethren, of this Diocels, 
who ſeparate from Our Communion, do uni- 
verſally neglect it, and thereby confirm Tour 
Hearers in. an Opinion,too common amongit 
them, that all Forms of Prayer are unlawtul. 
And that for no other Reaſon, that I can 
learn, but to keep up a Ditterence from us 
in Practice, where we really agree in Point 
of Doctrine. - - & Lows 
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2. Your ſitting at Publick Prayers, may be 
g_ Inſtance, in which we may reaſon- 
y expet ſome Reformation. *Tis a very 
irreverent thing in it ſelf, againſt the Conr- 
»and and Examples of Scriptures, as I think I 
have ſufficiently ſhewed, and againſt the 
Opinion of Your beſt Coſuiſts, particularly of 
Dr. Ames, de Conſcientia, Lib. 4. Cap 18. 
Seſſio per ſe non eff geſtus Orandi, quia nullam 
exprimit reverentiam meque in Scripturss appro- 
batur. That is, Sitting is not of 'it ſelf a po- 
ſure of Prayer , becauſe it expreſſes no Reve- 
rence, neither is it approved in Scripture. Yet 
T underſtand that this is the general Poſture 
in which your People offer their Publick Pray- 
ers; and cither becauſe it is for theix Eaſe, 
or becauſe you are unwilling to ſeeem to lay 
any ftreſs on outward Performances ; or laſt- 
ly, left you ſhou'd be like us, ' jou 'indulge 
them in it; and ſome of them are ſo igno- 
rant, that they reckon it a piece of Superſti- 
tion in us to kneel at our Prayers; and are 
averſe to our Service, amongſt other Rea- 
ſons, becauſe this is required at it. Which 
Notions, I ſuppoſe, you your ſelves do not 
approve; and therefore: we may juſtly ex- 
pe& that you ſhou d endeavour 'to inform 
your People better, and bring them to a Com- 
pliance with the Rules of Decency in their 
Religious Performances, ER rs | 
| | 3. My 
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3. My Third Inſtance ſhall bein the Mat- 
ter of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper. 
I ſuppoſe no ſerious conlidering Perſons 2- 
mongſt you can deny but the celebrating it 
{o ſeldom as it is done in ytr Meetings, and 
the Peoples rackwadae in Receiving it, 
are very grett Faults ; and therefore wemay 
reaſonably expe&tthatyou ſhould preſs home 
to your _ the Danger of their Negle&, 
and repreſent to them truly the ſin of it, fo 
as not to ſuffer any to aſſume theName of 
2 Profeſſor,or a Religious Perſon, that doth not 
in ſome meaſure come up to the Scriptures 
Precedent in this particular ; and withal, ſo 
ordered the celebration thereof, that every 
one may have ſufficient Opportunities to Re+ 
ceive, as the firſt Chriſtians did ; which in 
your preſent way of managing, is impoſhible: 
From whence you may be ſure, yours is not 
the Scripture-way, and therefore needs Refor- 
maroon, 


4. Let me put you in mind, That it is or- 
dered by your Dzrefory (as I have already 
obſerved) that ordinarily one Ehapter of each 
Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and ſome- 
times more. T think you cannot dilpenſe with 
this Rule, without being liable to Juſt Cen- 
lure, from all that have a true value for the 
lord of God; And yet 1 am informed that 

ther 
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there 15 not one of your Meetings in this Dio 
ceſs, where it is obſerved,to the great Detri- 
ment of our common Chriſtianity, and offence 
of your Brethren. I know the People are 
fonder of Sermons and Le&tures of Humane 
Compoſure than of the pure Word of God 
in irs Naked Simplicity z but you know this 
to be a carnal and ſinful Humour in them 
2nd God forbid any that claims to be a Mi- 
nifter of the Goſpel ſhou'd indulge them in 
it: and therefore as you wou'd maintain 4 
due RevErence in the People for the Word of 
God, I think we may expedt your Confor- 
enity £0 us in this particular. 


5. I ſuppoſe you very well know that the 
moſtlearned andſober Non-conformiſfs do own 
that Occaſional Communion with our Church 
55 lawful, and that People had better come to 
our F/orſhip (at leaſt where he that Officiates 
is of Ability and Sobriety) than fit at home on 
the Lord's-Day, or frequent no Aſſemblies at 
all ; And you cannot be ignorant that many 
Thouſands in theſe Parts negle& all Publick 
Worſhip, and many ſuffer their Children to 
die Unbaptizdd, tor want of Miniſters of 
their own Communion; And therefore in this 
Caſe, it is a Point of Juſtice due to the Souls 
of theſe Poor People, and to our common 
Chriſtianity, toletthem know that it is their 
Dury to joyn with us both in Horſhip and Sa- 


craments, 
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eraments, as far as your Brethren in. England 
have Allowed it on ſuch Occaſions, 


_ 6. You are ſenſible that amongſt thoſe 
Proteſtants that diſſent from: our Church , 
fome are Congregational, and others Presbyte= 
rians ; You of this Dioceſs where F am con- 


_ exrned, profeſs to be of this latter Sort, and 


agree with us in owning, that by Chriſt's 
Appointment , the particular Churches in 
convenient Dyltricts, ought according to'Scri- 
pture-Precedents,to Afociate under one Go- 
vernment ; and theſe again to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater Combinations of Provin- 
cial and National Churches. The Difference 
between You and Us is concerning theſe par- 
ticular Diſtricts ; Namely, Wherher the Go- 
yernment of them ought to bein a Presbyrery, 
with a Biſhop as Preſident and Governor, by 
Chriſt s Appointment; or in a College of Pres 
byters abſolutely Equal. So then, we both own 
National and Provincial Churches, as well as 
ſingle Worſhipping Congregations ; but the Cor- 
gregational Diſſenters deny that Chriſt inſtitu- 
ted any other Church, beſides a ſingle Con- 
gregation ; and affirm, that all other Church- 
es, fuch as Claſſical, Provincical, or National, 
are Humane Inventions ; and that every ſingle 
Congregation is Independent, and may indeed: 
keep a fair Correſpondence with its Neigh- 
bour-Congregations,but is not under any com- 
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mon, Government with them. Theſe laſt 
are the avowed Principles of Mr. Baxter, 
Dr.@wen, Mr.Lobb, Mr. Humphrys, Mr. Boyſe, 
Mr. Alfop, Mr. Clerk/on, and generally of all 


the late Defenders of the Diſſenters Cauſe in 
England and Ireland, that I have met with. - 
Now it is manifeſt chat theſe Principles of 


theirs, are much more different from your 
Principles, than ours are ; And the diffe- 
rence 15 much greater, and more material. 
For it is poflible on your Principles and ours 
to preſerve Unity, and to keep up ſome va- 


lue for Excommunication, and other Cen- 


ſures of the Church ; ſince he who is cenſu- 
red in gne Church cannot be received into 
another, neither with you nor us: Whereas 
in the m——_ way, he that is Excom- 
municated in one Congregation, may remove 
to another, or ſet up one for himſelf if he 
pleaſes; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wou'd 


be counted but an Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 


Ciples are deſtructive to the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church, as well as to our common 
Cauſe ; And our Learned Men have carefully 


Anſwered all the principal Writers of that 


ſort ; ſo that no Books of that kind have re- 
mained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as were 
meer Repetitions of what had been ſaid and 
anſwered before. I do-not remember any 
of you have of late undertaken the Defence 


of this important Truth ; tho' che Aſſembly 
0 
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of Divines in their Humble Advice ———— 
concerning Church-Government (which I ſup- 


| poſe you approve) do prove it from the 


Holy es on in their Title of Claſſical Af= 
ſemblies. Now we think, in Juſtice to your 
Own Cauſe, as well as to Us, you ought to 
warn your People againſt thole Books that 
maintain Principles contrary to us both ; at 


leaſt not to bear them in hand, that zrhoſe 


Books written againſt Us, make for You; for 
this will appear a great piece of Infincerity, 


.as well as Ingratictude-; and will tempt the 
World to believe that you are willing to en- 


courage Principles deftructive to your own 
Cauſe, (as the Principles of thoſe Books mas 


 nifeſtly are in this very Point) fo they do 


but ferve a Turn and ſtrengthen your Party 
amongſt the ignorant People. 


. 6, Eaſtly, I think we may juſtly expect 
from you a4 ready Concurrence with us to 
beat down ſuch Vices and Immoralities as 
are confeſſed on all hands to be againſt our 
common Chriſtianity ; ſuchas Adultery, For- 
nication, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Lord's- 
Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhops Courts are Le- 
gally impowered to puniſh theſe, and many 
are guilty of chem who yet will not appear 
or ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and 
uponthat Account areExcommunicated: the 
leaſt that can bs expected from you in theſe 

N Caſes 
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Caſes, is, Not toencourapge ſuch Sinners in 

their Obſtihacy, or to admit them to Com- 

munion amongſt 72, whilſt they he under 

ſuch Cenſures ; which might be a means to 

— ps in ſome macaſure, theſe Crying 
ices. | 


Theſe are but few of thoſe things that 
might beiinſtane'd ; in which we may con- 
Curr in Our Pradice as well as we do in our 
Opinions ; and if we did, I perſwade my elf, 
that tho* they did not bring us to one Ret 
gious Communion, yet they might much con- 
tribute to our living eahly withone another, 
and take off that Uncharitablenefs which 
' our Religious Diſſentions are apt_ to cauſe a- 
mongſt us: However, it wou d be a great 
Satisfaction to Me, and I ſhould reckon it 
ſome kind ef Succeſs in my Office, If I 
cou'd prevail with any fort of People, that 
profeſs to meet in the Name . of Chrif, to 
£ome nearer to his 1ftitutions in their Hor- 
flip ; tho! I ſhould not be able to perſwade 
them to the Communios whereof I am a 


Mcmber. 
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S to You, my Friends and Brethren of 

the Laity, who profeſs your ſelves 
Members of the Efabliſh:4 Church, It hath 
pleaſed God to place Me amongſt you, and to 
ive me an Inſpection over you ; and *tis chief- 
y. on your Account, that I have written and 
publiſhed this Treatiſe, that it may be 4 
Pledge and Teſtimony to you of my*con- 
cern for you, and make my care to reach 
as far as may be amongſt you. I hope my 


Tabours this way may be Uſeful ro you, to 


ſettle the Minds of the Doubtful, and to a- 
waken you all to Diligence and Zeal in the 
performance of the Service of God. 


The great Principles of your Religion; as 


os are Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


are Uncontroverccd on all hands ; and I 
have here endzavoured to ſhew that your 
_ Way of Worſnip is warranted by the 
oly Scriptures. You have reaſon to bleſs 
God, that He has afforde? you fo many 
Conveniencies of frequenting ic; in which 
| N 2 He 
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He has been pleaſed to give you ſo mani- 
feſt Advantage above your Di/ſenting Neigh- 
bours, that notwithſtanding their Nume- 
rouſneſs, you have Five Places for Wor- 
ſhip, for One that they have, This will 
render you inexcuſable, it you neglect At- 


rendance at them, or ſpend any Lord's-Day | 


(as is too common in this Country) in a 
meer Reſt from Labour,. withour any Pub- 
lick Worſhip. 


T muſt liewiſe put you in mind that onr 
Service is not only fitted for the Publick, but 
is likewiſe proper for private Families ; and 
therefore I would adviſe you to make uſe of 


the Words with which Our Church has fur- | 


niſhed you, in your Houſes, as well as in the 
Church. At leaft to uſe ſuch fele&t Hymns 
aid Colle&s as ſeems moſt adapted to that pur- 
poſe. And at more ſolemn times I conceive 
our Li/27y. is as full and proper a Service as 
any Maſter of a Family can deſire to offer 
to God. 


I muſt therefore moſt earneſtly and paſii- 
onately exhort you,. by the Name of Our 
Lord Fefirs Chriſt, tor his Church's ſake, and. 
your own, that you will add D:ligence and 
ZLecl to this your reaſonable Service, and 
prepare your Hearts to feek the Lord your God 
ir his Hely Worſhip. And particularly that 
Jou 
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y0u wou'd endeavourto convince the World, 
that it is not Fadion, or a Party you contend 
for, but the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; and there- 
upon ſtrive rather to out-l;ve thoſe thac differ 
from Nu, than to out-argue them. Let the 
innocency of your Lives, and your Chriſtian 


| Moderation convince them ofthe unreaſona- 


bleneſs of their ſeparation. 


T beſeech the God and Father of Our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt to multiply his Grace and Peace 


, tpon Nu; and to influence ou by his Holy 


Spirit, that You may be perfect in every good 
Work ; and particularly in that of #orſhipping 
him in Purity and Holineſs. 2 
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A Sto Wu, My Friends, that diflent from 


Our Communicn, it remains only, that 
I beſeech Nu in the Spirit of Meekneſs, (as 
one that is appointed by the Providence of 
Ged, and the Care of a Chriſtian Magiſtracy 
to watch over Tour Souls) That You will 
ſeriouſly conſider, and lay to heart what 
T have here tender'd to You. 
vail with you to come and receive Inruf7i- 
onfrom my Mouth,and therefore T havetaken 
this way to inform 7%. T will only add a 
few Obſervations, which I recommend to 
_ and ſhall leave the Succeſs intirely to 
God. 


7. Therefore You may obſerve, that in this 
Treatiſe I have notled Jouinto long Reaſonings 
or the Intricacies of Humane Learning ; but I 
have referred Touto your Bibles, and You need 
20 nofurther than to them to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther the things I have ſaid be as have repre- 
fented them or not. 'Thoſe of Berea are rec- 
oned a Noble People (ARts 17. 11.) becauſe they 

ſearched the Scriptures, andI pray moſt hearti- 


Uh 


T cannot pre- | 


ly to God fo give You a part in that Nobleneſs | 
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of mind, that Tou may fearch 2nd find the 
Truth. | 


2. T woti'd deſire vs to obſerve that it ever 
has been, and in all probability ever will be 
the humour of the Z/orld, to be more fond of 
Their Own Invention than of what God Com- 
mands. If we look thro' the whole Scrip- 
tures we ſhall find, that the Prophers ſent by 
God, the Docrines revealed by Fiim, and the 
Worſhip he Commanded, have had but ill 
Entertainment amongſt the People.. There 
never appeared halfſo much Zeal or Inclina- 
tion in the generality of Men, for the True 
God and his Worſhip, as for the falſe God's,and 
their Prophets. And there is an obvious natu- 
ral reaſon for it, ſince what Man invents 
muſt needs have a nearer agreement to the 
Carnal and Corrupt Inclinations of our de- 
praved Nature, than what God preſcribes : 
which is the very Reaſon that induces Men 
to change the Inſtitutions of God, and ſubſti- 
tute their own Inventions inſtead of them. 
A thing that would«never come into any 
Man's Mind, if he did not find more eaſe or 
gratification to his Humour in them, than in 
obſerving God's Commandments. 


If it were proper to referr you to the Hi. 
ſtory of the Church, you would find that. 
molt of all the Corruptions in the. ſhip a 

N God. 
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God, were introduced by the Fondnefs and 
violent Inclinations of the People for them ; 
and that the Church-Governours did long 
oppoſe them, and were brought with diffi- 
culty at laſt to comply with them. "Thus 
the Worſhip of Images, Prayers for the 
Dead, Purgatory, the Interceſſion of Saints, 
Half-Communion, being preſent at Church. 
Afemblies without Receiving the Lord's- 
Supper, and Worſhipping the Hoſt, were all 
vulgar Practices at firſt, againſt the Opinion 
of the Governours of the Church, who ge- 
nerally Oppoſed and Condemned them ; 
but being Humane Inventions, the Peo- 
ple were ſo violent for them, that there 
was no withſtanding them ; fo that if 
the Governours they had would not com- 
ply, The People did ſet up thoſe that 
would. | 


Now let me intreat you to reflect a little, 
and conſider with all ſeriouſneſs, whether 
there may not be ſomething like this in 
your own Caſe, eſpecially in the Matter of 
Fxtemporary Prayers. It is plain, you have 
brought them into Practice, againſt the O- 
pinion and Conſtitution of the Church-Go- 
vernours, and of the Firſt Reformers, who 
all did ſettle Liturgies in the Churches which 
. they Reformed : "This Knox did in Scotland, 


whoſe Lirwgy we have ready to produce, 
to 
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to the Convigion of thoſe who pretend to 
be his Succeſſors, and yet condemn Forms of 
Prayer as Unlawful. This Luther did for 
Germany, and Calvin for Geneva, and for the 
French Church whoſe Liturgies are ſtill uſed 
by them. Yet T find this weighs not much 
with you, though you ſeem to me to have 
little to oppoſe. to ir, beſides a ſtrange Ford- 
eſs and Paſſiom you have entertained for the 
contrary. And let me tell you, "That it is 
no hard matter to give a Reaſon why the 
generality of the Feople are better pleaſed 
with ſuch Extemporary Prayers, than with 
Forms: For can any one wonder that a 
Prayer which People never heard before, and 
15 adapted to the Fancies and Humotrs of a 
Party, with all the Adgantages which Novelty 
gives, ſhould gratifie carnal anditching Eats, 
more than the fix'd and fettF'd Prayers of a 
Church, or that Form dictated by Chriſt 
Himſelf? To joyn in theſe with Deworton, 
requires us duly to prepare our Hearts, to 
{train and lifr up our Minds with much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Attention, or we cannot be af- 
fected by them ; whereas there is a Pleaſure, 
and a kind of Senſual Delight, in the'No- 
velry of the other Prayers; and the Tone 
with which they are ſometimes delivered, 
makes the Hearers imaginarily Devout;though 
they come to them without taking'Parns .to 
firain their Minds to true Devotion. +Piit You - 

| ought 


Concluſion, 


 bught to remember that Images and —_ | 


and Mediatory Saints, had thevery ſame Effect 
on People long ago ; which made them ſo 
fond of them, that they brought them into 
their #orſpip, in ſpite of the Biſhops and Pa- 
ftors of the Church, as you have now 
brought in Extemporary Prayers : But *tis 


rare to find the generality of Men fond of } 


what is truly Spiritual : And therefore Peo- 
ples Fondneſs of your peculiar Way of or- 
ſhip, is ſo far from being an Argument for 
it, as I find fome of you uſe it, that, on the 
contrary, it is a ſhrewd Preſumption that it 
it is not from God ; _—_— ſince ill People 
are fond of it, as well as good : as is nanifel 
from many undeniable Inſtances z which 
could not be ſo, if it were truly, and of it 
ſelf Spiricual, ” | 


3. I would deſire you to conſider, that 
nothing can generally induce Owr Clergy to 
decline theſe Extemporary Prayers, but their 
Conſcience and Convittion that they are not 
convenient in the Publick Service of God, 
"Tis manifeſt, that Extemporary Prayers, would 
be much more eaſie ro moſt ' of us, an 
leſs burthenſom than the Service we uſe : 
You may think otherwiſe, but aſſure your 
ſelves that you are. miſtaken ; and I dare 
appeal to thoſe that have tried both, whe- 
ther -is molt cafe; There are ſuch both 
<7 2; among(t 
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amonegit 3 and Us who have made the Ex- 
periment; and I dare referr it to them to 
declare, on their Conſciences, which of the 
two Services they look on to be the greater 
burthen to him that performs them. What. 
ever You may think, if we would Indulge 
our ſelves, it were no hard matter for the 
meaneſt of Us, to paſs an Extemporary Prayer 
on our Auditory, or to turn the Heads of our 
Sermons into one. 


LafHy, T have one thing which I would 
more-eſpecially requeſt of 7, that you 
would believe that I ſincerely and heartily 
deſire and ſtudy the good of your Souls; and 
thatT have in this Treatiſe endeavoured to 
promote it, and by God's Aſſiſtance ever ſhalt 
in all my Undertakings. 

And if You had the ſame Apprehenfions 
with Me, You would not wonder at m 
Concern in this Matter ; for how is it po{- 
fible that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhould not have his 
Spirit moved within him, to ſee a well 
meaning People ſo ſtrangely mi{f-led, as t6 
content themſelves to meet together, per= 
haps, for ſome Years, with a deſign to 
Worſhip God, and yet hardly ever fee or 
hear any thing of God's immediate Appoint- 
mens in their Meetings. Now to my thoughts 
this is manifeſtly-che caſe of many of = ; 
Incs 
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ſince a Man may. frequent ſome Meetings 
amongſt 72 for ſome Years, and never | 
hear a Prayer, a Pſalm, or Chapter, which | 
has been immediately dictated by God, and + 
never be called on tobow his Knee to God, - 
or ſeeeither Minifter or People addreſs them- | 
ſeves to him in that humble Poſture. Laſtz 
ly, Never ſee any Body -offer to Admini- 
iter, or deſire to Receive the Food of Life | 
in the Lerd's-Supper. Theſe are Melancholy 
Refletions to me, who believe that God 
has required theſe in his Worſhip : and there- 
fore I hope 26 wili take itin good part, that 
I endcavour to reſtore them to 7s. 1 


Thaveonly to add my moſt earneſt Prayers - 


to God for 7%; And to beſeech him who is 

the God of Mercy, and Purchaſer of his 
Church, by 2 Price Ineſtimable, to vouch- 

ſafe his Bleſſing to theſe my Endeavours; 

for your Souls Inſtruttion; That You may reap 

the Benefic, and I the Comfort of them, in 

the great Dayof our Lord Feſus Chrit, who 

only is the True Teacher of Souls by his 

Spirit, and is able to Seal the In#trutions of 

tis Miniſters to Tor Hearts, to.open- the ' 
Eyes of Jour Underſtendings, and to guide 

Ru into all Truth. | 


# IN. TS. 
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